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Five Mile River Commission 

Minutes 
January 14, 2010 

 
 
Commission members in attendance: 
 
Matthew Marion, Chairman 
Dirk Leasure 
Ray Meurer, harbor superintendent 
David Snyder, assistant harbor superintendent 
 
Members of the public in attendance: 
 
Ridge Barker, 55 Rowayton Ave., Rowayton, CT 06853 
Attorney John Casey, representing Mr. Barker 
Mary Ilchert, Owner, Five Mile River Works, Rowayton, CT 06853 
Dick Woods, Darien, CT 
 
Mr. Marion took the chair at 7:43 p.m. and after introductory comments invited 
Mr. Barker and Mr. Casey to present remarks regarding Mr. Barker’s application 
for a dock at his residence on Five Mile River at 55 Rowayton Ave. 
 
Mr. Casey reviewed the chronology of Mr. Barker’s application for a dock that 
had been declined by the Connecticut Office of Long Island Sound Programs 
(OLISP). Mr. Barker appealed that decision. The appeal was declined with the 
suggestion that Mr. Barker apply through the Structures, Dredging and Fill permit 
application process. Mr. Barker and Mr. Casey spoke alternately on the subject 
urging support of the proposed dock. Mr. Casey provided the commission with a 
copy of his prepared remarks and documentation of his comments.  
 
Messrs. Marion, Leasure, Snyder and Meurer engaged in a general question and 
answer discussion with Mr. Barker and Mr. Casey regarding the proposed dock. 
 
Mr. Marion thanked Mr. Barker and Mr. Casey for attending the meeting. Shortly 
thereafter, they left the meeting. 
 
Tammy Papp, administrative assistant, in a written report, showed 2009 income 
of $42,450 and 2009 expenses of $19, 859, which included $10,200 in back pay 
to Mrs. Papp and Mr. Meurer that was held up pending their agreeing to sign on 
as employees of the City of Norwalk to satisfy the reporting requirements of the 
Internal Revenue Service.  Subtracting out the back pay, actual YTD 2009 
expenses were $9,659.  In addition to the harbor use fees, the commission 
earned $8,670 in interest during the calendar year 2009. The total amount in the 
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commissions account was $401,830.02 as of December 31, 2009 according to 
the City of Norwalk Controller’s office.   
 
Mr. Papp also provided a written report on 2010. Income YTD is $5,250 and 
expenses are $471.11. Copies of the detailed 2009 and 2010 reports are 
attached. 
 
The harbor superintendent reported on the following activities. 
 

 An annual report has been drafted for the City of Norwalk and one will be 
prepared for the Town of Darien. Mr. Marion asked that both be circulated 
to the commission members. 

 
 A draft of a letter of agreement establishing that the Rowayton Yacht Club 

at 147 Rowayton Ave. on Five Mile River will pay for the installation and 
maintenance of a transient mooring was presented. Mr. Marion asked that 
the letter be circulated to the commission members and noted that he has 
specific reservations about the proposal. 

 
 Mooring renewals and private dock owner applications for the 2010 harbor 

use fee were mailed early in December. 
 

 Boatyards and commercial marinas were provided with 2010 harbor use 
fee applications to mail to their customers along summer boat slip 
contracts.  

 
 “Slow No Wake” signs provided by the harbor superintendent were 

installed on pilings of The Boatworks and Five Mile Works. The Bait Shop, 
Bruggeman’s Marine, All Seasons Marine and Harold Dean’s Marine have 
committed to installing similar signs in the spring of 2010. 

 
 A suggestion to require boat owners to provide proof of liability insurance 

was brought up for discussion which will be continued at the next meeting. 
 

 A prototype of metal tags with identifying mooring numbers was shown. 
The tags will be placed on all moorings in the river in the spring of 2010 by 
the harbor superintendent and the assistant harbor superintendent. The 
need for the tags became apparent when a survey of all the mooring 
buoys in the river showed that 88 out of 120 buoys were without numbers. 

 
 A proposed new mooring location at the mouth of the river to be 

designated A4 showed there was an opening of 85 feet between existing 
buoys based on measurements taken on location by William Jessup, 
David Campbell and the harbor superintendent. The new location will be 
offered to owners with boats in the 40 to 50 foot range beginning with 
those at the top of the wait list. 



  - 3 -

 
Meeting dates for 2010 were established with Chairman Marion casting Mr. 
DeRegts’ proxy vote as: January 14, March 4, May 6, September 14, October 19 
and November 30.  All meetings will be held in the boardroom of the Rowayton 
Community Center, 33 Highland Ave., Rowayton, CT  06853. Meetings start at 
7:30 p.m.  
 
Mr. Marion directed the harbor superintendent to circulate to the commissioners 
the minutes of the January 15 and October 1, 2009, meetings. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 9 21 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
Ray Meurer 
Harbor Superintendent 


