Five Mile River Commission
Meeting Minutes: May 7, 2014
The Boardroom, Rowayton Community Center
33 Highland Ave., Rowayton, CT 06853

Commission members in attendance:
Matthew Marion, Chairman

William Jessup, Commissioner

John deRegt, Commissioner

Dirk Leasure, Commissioner

Ray Meurer, Harbor Superintendent

David Snyder, Assistant Harbor Superintendent

Guests:
Steve Bartush, Norwalk Resident

Matthew Marion took the chair at 7:34 p.m. with a quorum of Commissioners present and
noted that the minutes of the March 27, 2014 meeting had been unanimously approved by the
Commissioners electronically.

The Commission and Harbor Superintendents continued their discussion of the temporary, off-
season storage of floats and docks on moorings prior to winter storage at marinas on the River.
The Commission agreed to draft a written policy regarding such temporary storage as well as an
application form that marinas and qualified marine service providers must use to apply for such
temporary storage, with a storage fee payable per float. The time period for temporary storage
will be between October 1% and December 1%, subject to possible modification for imminent
storms. The spring temporary storage period will be April 1 to May 31, again subject to
weather-related modification.

The Commission has the unilateral authority to permit the storage of floats up to 100 square
feet. Floats larger than 100 square feet require the additional permission of the Department of
Energy and Environment Protection.

When applying for temporary storage, the marinas will identify the number of floats/docks they
plan to store and the name of each owner. The Harbor Superintendent will circulate all such
applications electronically to the Commission for approval. Each float is to be tagged with the
name of the marina. The procedure will be treated as Policy not a change in the Ordinances.

The Commission approved the dock/bulkhead application covering 135 Rowayton Ave. after
completing a site visit.

The Commission discussed several open issues relating to the Tierney dock application (17
Butlers Island Rd.), and agreed that the applicant needed to include assurances from their
engineer, Cuoco Structural Engineers , regarding the ability of the proposed pier/dock to



withstand severe storms conditions comparable to those encountered during T/S Sandy.
Chairman Marion received a supplemental submission electronically from Cuoco Structural
Engineers during the meeting and circulated it to the Commissioners for their review and
comments.

The Harbor Superintendent reported current financial results for the Commission, with YTD
income of $34,700 and expenses of $3,494, according to Administrative Assistant, Tammy Papp.

Regarding ground tackle inspection, Harbor Superintendent Meurer advised that the boatyards
had agreed to inspect all ground tackle in the River every two years on even numbers years.
The one exception was Five Mile River Works that said it was easier for them do half of their
mooring one year and the other half the following year. Chairman Marion directed that the
boatyards be required to provide a letter certifying their completion of these semi-annual
inspections and listing each mooring inspected.

Regarding the circulation of dock applications, the Chairman directed the Harbor
Superintendent to scan and email these applications to the Commissioners whenever
practicable, in order to save the cost of postage. Large plans will be shared manually.

The Commission agreed to waive the 2014 harbor use fee for the two clam vessels operated by
Robert Griffith based on demonstrated need.

The cost of maintaining the kayak/paddle board buoys was discussed. The Commission
directed the Harbor Superintendent to request that Down Under Kayaking pay one half of the
annual $1,600 cost.

Dirk Leasure commented that the Commission should take steps to raise the maximum harbor
use fee, which is currently set at $200, in order to accelerate its collection of fees for the Five
Mile River dredging fund. Chairman Marion indicated he would discuss the increase with State
Representative Bob Duff.

Regarding the renewal of mooring permits, the Harbor Superintendent agreed to send the 2015
renewal mooring applications as an email attachment rather than using the Commission’s
newsletter, Currents.

The Commission also discussed the availability of pump-out facilities and boats in the River. The
Harbor Superintendent will request that the Boatworks reinstall their pump out station sign and
will also contact local pump out boats and inform them of the need for their services in the
river. He also will notify the public about the availability of pump out facilities and boats in
Currents.

Commissioner deRegt reported he had been named a member of the newly created Rowayton
Village Planning Committee. He reported that the Committee focuses on zoning and regulatory
issues. He was asked to describe what the FMRC does to support and encourage the viability of



marine-related businesses on the River. One topic of concern to the new commission involves
the repeal of a regulation prohibiting the storage of boats on non-marine related properties.
Other committee members are Andy Glazer, Kevin Conroy, Mike Barbis, and Nora King.

The Commission also discussed maintenance dredging. Commissioner deRegt agreed to
develop a set of questions pertinent to the Commission’s plans for future dredging, and to
circulate those questions to the Commissioners. The Harbor Superintendent was asked to
contact Ed O’Donnell, Chief of Navigation, New England Corps of Engineers to see when the
Corps next plans to survey the River.

Steve Bartush noted that dredging barges are being closely watched to make sure they do not
sit on the mud at low tide. The current fine is $100 but a new fine based upon a percentage of
the cost of the dredging project is under consideration. The barges are being monitored by the
City of Norwalk police and ENCON.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:12 p.m.

The remaining meeting dates for 2014 are June 12, July 24, September 11, October 23 and
December 4.

Respectfully submitted,

Ray Meurer
Harbor Superintendent



