Five Mile River Commission Minutes
February 20, 2014
The Boardroom, Rowayton Community Center
33 Highland Ave., Rowayton, CT 06853

Commission members in attendance:
Matthew Marion, Chairman

William Jessup, Commissioner

Dirk Leasure, Commissioner

Ray Meurer, Harbor Superintendent

David Snyder, Assistant Harbor Superintendent

Guests:

Steve Bartush, Norwalk Resident

Maggie Trujillo, Rowayton Resident

Maria Barker, Rowayton Resident

Richard Harris, Director, Harbor Watch, Westport, Conn.

Chairman Marion took the chair at 7:38 p.m. He noted that the minutes of the January 9, 2014,
meeting had been electronically reviewed and approved unanimously by the Commissioners
and were then duly filed by the Harbor Superintendent with the Town of Darien and the City of
Norwalk.

Chairman Marion welcomed Richard Harris and two supporters of his organization, Mrs. Trujillo
and Mrs. Barker, and invited Mr. Harris to update the Commissioners on the latest activities of
Harbor Watch pertaining to the Five Mile River and its environs.

Mr. Harris said that his organization has endeavored to identify all of the storm drains that
empty into Five Mile River and Norwalk Harbor and that in the coming months they will be
monitoring the outflow from those drains (and any others they may locate) for certain
pollutants. He noted run-off from residences carries fertilizers into the river that ultimately
causes oxygen depletion in the water. In the Five Mile River Estuary he said five sites will be
monitored weekly for pollution levels this year. He noted that funding for this activity is
expected from grants provided by several government agencies and the National Wildlife
Foundation.

Mrs. Trujillo and Barker noted they are putting together a coalition of governmental and non-
governmental entities to expand community awareness about the environmental issues
impacting the Five Mile River and the role of groups like Harbor Watch in tackling these issues.
Chairman Marion and Commissioner Leasure noted that by law the Commission’s funds can
only be used for the ongoing management of Five Mile River and for maintenance dredging.
However, the Commissioners said they would be happy to support the coalition’s
communication-related efforts regarding these environmental issues. The Harbor Watch people
left the meeting at 8:22 p.m.



Regarding the winter storage of floats and ramps, Chairman Marion noted that the
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection will issue permits to marina operators for
such storage and the Commission will be responsible for issuing permits for temporary storage
on moorings. The DEEP regulations limit the size of temporarily stored floats to 10 x 10 feet.
The Commissioners are reviewing the draft report on winter storage prepared by the Harbor
Superintendents and will exchange comments via email to arrive at a final policy regarding the
short term use of moorings to store floats.

The Commission also discussed creating an application to be used by marinas for the temporary
moored storage of conforming floats and docks, as well as the appropriate fee for such storage,
the identification of each float by owner and/or marine service provider (using a plastic tag), a
possible waiver arrangement that would allow early storage of floats in the event of early fall
storms, and the appropriate time period for temporary storage. .

Boatyards and marinas will be invited to attend the March 27, 2014 meeting and will have the
opportunity to discuss the winter storage arrangements.

In his regular meeting report, the harbor superintendent noted that:

Tammy Papp, administrative assistant, reported 2014 YTD income of $5,800 and expenses of
$919

The year end financial report from the Controller’s office of the City of Norwalk showed a
balance of $546,317 in the Five Mile River Commission account as of December 31, 2013.
During 2013 account deposits totaled $34,500 and interest income added $2,017 to the
account balance. Commission expenditures for 2013 totaled $12,736 and refunds for the year
totaled $300.

There have been no comments from boat owners regarding the increase in the harbor use fee.

The meeting was adorned at 9:21 p.m.

The remaining meeting dates for 2014 are March 27, May 8, June 12, July 24, September 11,
October 23 and December 4.

Respectfully submitted,

Ray Meurer
Harbor Superintendent



