Beautification Commission Meeting Minutes:

February 25, 2015-Room 119

Meeting Chairperson; Suzanne Schutte

Meeting called to order: 3:35 pm

Members Attending: Suzanne Schutte, Sandy Filmer, Marianne Wadleigh,
Marcia Meinerth, Jeff Smith, Christina Orsi-Lirot, Sabina Harris, Michael Chiodo

Absent: Sandy Drimal (traveling), Sig Buchmyer (business mtg.), Bob Wolkwitz
(medical absence; surgery), Cindy Ryan.

NOTE: This meeting was held in replacement for the 2/9/15 regularly scheduled
meeting which was cancelled due to snow.

Membership update:

Jeff and Christina mentioned that they both had met with the Democratic Party and were
waiting for their final meeting with the BOS. Suzanne mentioned that she had contacted the
BOS office to ask that they move these final meetings along in a timely fashion.

Suzanne talked about her conversation with Karyn H, a new potential member suggested by
Sandy Filmer. Karyn has 4 children and a job for which she travels frequently, so she would be
unable to attend any BC daytime meetings. She would like however to be kept in the loop re
our activities. Suzanne also suggested that Karyn’s children could perhaps be used as
volunteers in BC children projects.

Hanging Baskets Update:

In Sandy D’s absence, Suzanne read a recent email from her on the hanging baskets. Sandy had
received $2415 basket payment from Penny G., Darien/Rowayton Bank, Dolcetti and the library
to add to our account. We additionally need $105 from George S which Sabina will get from
him. Suzanne has collected checks or cash from 3 of the 4 Tokeneke merchants who are
purchasing baskets this year (Dock Ship, SoHo Bakery, Ernie’s and Darien Carpet.) Sandy and
Suzanne will get all checks to Marcia to deposit. The Beds and Borders invoice for 181 baskets
totals $6308.75 at $33.75 per basket.

Suzanne received a call from Susan Cantor at the Chamber of Commerce who was questioning
where to purchase brackets for Xmas wreaths to be hung at the new lamp posts near Blue



Mercury. Suzanne asked Sandy D to contact her upon her return and provide her with pricing
and the website address of vendor. The Chamber of Commerce is asking the merchant to pay
for the cost of the new brackets at these lampposts, and will then order new wreaths to be
hung there next Xmas.

The baskets will be delivered on Thursday May 21 to the Goodwives Shopping Center. Could
everyone please mark their calendars to help, and remember to bring pliers, step ladders, your
trucks or SUVs, etc. (Note that we now have another member who owns a truck....Christina
owns a truck and has volunteered that she can have it available for the basket day.) Sandy D
will contact the DPW to ask for their assistance in hanging the baskets.

Town of Darien Plan on Conservation and Dvlp:

Suzanne updated the group that a meeting had been held in mid January by the consultant
hired by the town whereby town commissions, committee heads and citizens were asked to
submit their ideas and proposals on ways that Darien could be improved. The BC submitted 3
ideas: 1. The renovation of local cemeteries with the discussion led by Bob W; 2. The
renovation of both Darien and Noroton Heights train stations, including the berm at the Darien
train station, and the removal and renovation of the “Quonset hut” station in Noroton Heights.
3. Sabina H and Karen H also presented their ideas on a new garden proposal at the Noroton
Heights train station area, representing the Tree Conservancy.

AAGs:

-Marcia needs to finalize and send out the invoices to all sponsors

-Sig needs to talk to the Dock Shop owners to see if they would like to adopt the spot at the
corner of Tokeneke and Old Kings Highway South, which he takes care of.

-the group discussed the possibility of finding another person/group who would charge less to
take on the responsibilities of watering and maintenance of the AAGs and baskets,
remembering that the person/group needs to be insured/qualified workers. Christina will
speak to her work (an Irishman) to see what he charges per hour and his qualifications. Sabina
will speak to Dave Gartrell who was recommended by Ed Gentile, the Director of Public Works,
and Suzanne will speak to Tom Conte, also recommended by Ed Gentile. These discussions
should occur before our next meeting on 3/9.

-Based on the outcome of the above discussions, Cindy, Michael and Suzanne will need
determine if they need to meet in March to review Elder expenses, (prepared by Marcia)
discuss the need to set a specific budget for him, revise his contract as necessary, and then
personally meet with him to discuss details his new contract.

Discussion with Ed Gentile:



Suzanne updated the group on the 2/9/15 email she received from Ed Gentile answering her
guestions on the possibility of hiring an outside worker to perform trash clean up along the
highways in the summer months, the likelihood of the DPW helping with this work, and his
suggestions on inexpensive but insured workers to consider. See above for his suggestions on
workers names.

DHS Students Earth Day Volunteers:

Suzanne updated the group that she had been contacted by 2 DHS students, Allegra and Katy,
who work in the Community Service group, and they have confirmed that they will have a
group of students available to help at the berm around the Earth Day timeframe. Timing TBD.

Suzanne asked them to also consider either splitting the group (depending on numbers) or
bringing more students to help work at the DCA on the trails and butterfly sanctuary. The
students thought this was a good idea and will follow up with Suzanne as it gets closer to Earth
Day.

NOTE: The group discussed and agreed that our Spring Clean Up will occur this year on
Saturday 4/25 following Earth Day (Wed 4/22), and following the Darien School system spring
break.

Suzanne will contact her volunteer list in March to ask for help. Any other BC member knowing
school groups, church groups, boy/girl scouts, etc. please get in touch with them to see if they
would volunteer, or give their names/list to Suzanne.

Budget Discussion:

Marcia updated the group on the fact that she still had not heard from Town Hall on our budget
amount yet for this fiscal year; provided the group with estimated amounts for AAG
maintenance on a weekly and monthly basis and a proposed AAG budget; gave the group a
proposed hanging basket budget broken down by key categories such as basket expenses,
watering, maintenance, etc; and gave the group a list of her suggestions on budget amounts
for the key BC projects with either increases or decreases over the prior year. The group was
asked to come prepared to the 3/9 meeting with their recommendations on budget amounts
per line item. We are assuming a budget of $26K as in past years.

Cemeteries:

Bob was not able to attend the meeting, and has since contacted me to say that he is having
surgery in NYC and will be unable to attend the 3/9 meeting. The group discussed cemeteries
at the 2/25 meeting, the fact that there is an Eagle Scout undertaking a clean up at the
cemetery near Giovanni’s, the need for some further discussion on the exact role of the BC in
cemeteries in general, and the need for more direction for volunteers such as eagle scouts. The



group suggested that Bob (when he is feeling up to it) could come up with his selection of the
“most strategically important” cemeteries in Darien, and we have a future discussion on ways
to ensure that these cemeteries receive the appropriate attention.

Berm:

The group discussed the need to decide if we want to move any boulders or add more boulders
at the berm, that we need to monitor the snow levels (too much snow to do anything now), and
get the DPW to help us do the moving WHILE THE GROUND IS STILL FROZEN. Once the ground
thaws, the DPW will refuse to bring in tractors or heavy equipment b/c it will ruin the grass.
Sig/Nina/Jeff should determine when they will cut back the tall grasses depending on the
weather; and Sabina will continue discussions with Matt re cutting back the cat tails depending
on the snow levels and accessibility to the stream.

Other business:
-Marianne is ordering 6 extra safety vests with the BC name on the back for new members

-Suzanne, Nina and Sabina attended the 2/23 Green Team meeting. Here are a few interesting
facts brought up at this meeting:

-The library will hold a Darien Green Day on Sunday 4/19 from 2-4 pm.
-Friday May 8 is the DCA plant sale

-The bridge over the river near Giovannis will be completely renovated in the Spring 2015. It is
assumed that this will cause major traffic issues on the Post Road.



