BEAUTIFICATION COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
11/10/14

MEMBERSHIP:

Suzanne mentioned that as a result of the articles placed in the Darien Times Green Minutes, 2
Darien residents had read the articles and are now interested in joining the BC; Christina
Orsilirot and Jeff Smith. Jeff had already been very actively volunteering with all of the fall
projects such as transplanting donated shrubs, helping to weed at the berm, and helping to
plant the TC donated trees at the berm.

Sandy F mentioned that she had talked to Jan Truebner who also is interested in joining the BC
and will act as secretary.

Suzanne will follow up with all 3 people to get them interviewed by the correct political party
and become new members. Membership is now closed. We will have 13 BC commissioners
with these additions and Nina as a member at large.

FINANCE UPDATE:

Marcia reported that we will enter the month of Jan with a balance of $7435 in the budget.
Most of these monies will be reserved for the purchase of the hanging baskets in Jan. AAG
monies will also arrive in the first quarter, so we will be OK for maintenance costs on these
gardens during the spring.

In Jan, we will look at what has been historically spent on AAGs per garden by category
(watering and weeding.)

Amy Smile AAG: in Jan we additionally will determine how much money is left in this account
(from the family who donated money for a memorial garden), determine how long we estimate
these monies will last to maintain the garden, and notify the family to make them aware of the
timing.

DONATED PLANTS/AAGsS:

Almost all donated plants were transplanted during the month of Oct. Cindy will determine if
her forsythias will be transplanted this fall or early spring. One is needed in the center of
Keith’s garden at exit 11. Sig will help her dig them out and transplant them. Cindy will also
coordinate taking out and transplanting any donations from Gwen Morgensen’s property.
Marianne has some grasses which need to be planted at Paw Prints garden. Cindy also will
coordinate getting Keith’s garden cut back this fall.

All of the donated Tree Conservancy trees were planted at the berm last week. The TC donated
four 12 ft. tall native dogwoods and a 20 ft tall birch. There is now no more room for new trees
at the berm. 15 forsythia bushes were also donated by the TC. 12 were planted at Olsen
Woods, and 3 at the Tegu garden.

BERM UPDATE:

A major weeding job was done 2 weeks ago by volunteers. Sig and Jeff weeded the entire far
right side of the berm, and Lucia and her family and friends volunteered to weed the left side of
the center section. Everyone did an excellent job, and weeding is now done for the fall and
winter.

Suzanne forwarded to Matt Dunn at the DPW the email from Rich Jacobson giving his OK to cut
back the cat tails in the stream at the berm. Matt had begun to take out some of the cat tails,
but was concerned that since this is “wetlands” he wanted to be sure to have all approvals.




Sabina will work with him to ensure that more cat tails are removed during the winter months.
Our concern is possible flooding of the stream, and stagnant water.

The tall grasses near the stairs will need to be cut back, and this will be done by Sig with others
helping in March/April.

We will ask John Schlact if he would be willing to water the new trees starting next summer.
NATIVE PLANTINGS:

Suzanne is storing all native seeds in her garage for planting in the spring. A woman who
responded to the Darien Times Green Minute article is interested in having her son help to
plant these seeds, and will recruit a group of kids to do this in April near Earth Day. The seeds
will be planted at the DCA Bird Sanctuary and at the berm.

HANGING BASKETS:

In Jan, Sandy D will update the group on the 2015 cost of baskets, and we will determine the
amount to charge to those merchants who wish to purchase them. We also will determine the
cost of having Elder maintain them during the summer months (watering and maintenance)
and quote this cost to interested merchants. The cost per basket in 2014 was $33.75.

Sandy D will also talk to Jim Flynn from P & R re the possibility of hanging baskets in Tilley Pond.
DHS COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS:

Suzanne was contacted by 2 DHS students in the Community Service group who were
interested in helping with BC projects. Suzanne sent them a list of suggestions provided by BC
members for them to consider covering projects in the fall and next spring.

TOWN PLAN ON CONSERVATION & DVLP.

The meeting will be held at Town Hall on 1/13/15 at 8 pm to discuss all ideas. Presentation
docs are due one week in advance. Bob W agreed to present the cemetery project idea;
Suzanne will prepare a doc on the berm concept; and we need to determine who will cover the
request for funding for the Noroton Heights train station garden. The group decided to not
present the idea of renovating the pond and walking trails at the Tokeneke School.

OTHER BUSINESS:

The group decided that we will not hold a Dec mtg.

That meetings will start at 9 am in 2015. Everyone PLEASE ARRIVE ON TIME.

Marcia will submit to Town Hall the list of our meeting dates in 2015.

All present members were asked to update their personal contact info (cell phone and email
address.) This info in for INTERNAL PURPOSES ONLY. It will not be given to Town Hall for insert
on the town website. Suzanne will coordinate getting all members’ updated info and will
circulate a new doc.

NEXT MEETING; 1/12/15 TOWN HALL , BASEMENT ROOM 3, 9 AM.




