
Beautification Commission (BC) 
Meeting Minutes 

January 14th, 2012 
9:00am, Town Hall Room B-3 

 
 
Present: Suzanne Schutte, Heather Pommernelle, Marcia Meinerth, Cindy Ryan, David May, John 
Schlachtenhaufen, Sandy Filmer, Phyllis Hawkins, Sandy Drimal, Sabina Harris 
Absent: Sig Buchmayr, Pam Elliot 
Action items are noted in red. 

 
Financial  

 MM reported that all reimbursements and outstanding invoices to Elder have been paid. SS submitted a 
new one.   

 Check from Whole Foods appears to be lost; PH is still chasing it.  
 MM offered a comparison of the percentage of BC budget that went to Complete Designs (70%), as 

compared to now with Elder (45% of budget).   
 We have approximately $14K until the end of June, for baskets, watering and care, and BC projects.  

Allocation: $6K hanging baskets, $2,000 for Adopt-A-Gardens, $2,000 for the berm, with $4K remaining. 
 MM will be invoicing AAGs in July, to tie in with the budget. 
 SS asked for $6,000 more from the town, to increase the number of baskets, fix gardens at the train 

stations, and care for Town Hall. 
 
The Berm Project                                                                        

 DPW to cut back tall grasses.  SS/DM to organize timing. 
 Proposals were submitted to the Garden Club of Darien, to fund the planting of the far left of the berm. 

Pending feedback. 
 A large tree was removed, leaving the middle section bare.  DM to look at what can be done. 
 JS mentioned the Tree Conservancy of Darien has planted another red maple, a weeping birch, and a 

yellow wood tree at the berm.  7 other trees have been temporarily healed in on town property; it may be 
possible that one or two of these trees can be used for the berm. 

 
Adopt-A-Gardens 

 New AAGs confirmed – Paw Print, Rowayton Seafood (Kevin Conway) - MM to send invoices now. 
 CR/HP to look at all AAGs, and draw up plans for gardens needing maintenance help.  
 Amy’s Smile AAG: CR/SH meeting with a landscape designer today to discuss the plan. 
 Exit 11N (Paw Print’s): CR/HP/SS to look at plans and decide what to plant, to submit this month. 
 Project write-up for space around Paw Print’s AAG requested by Debbie Bussey of Garden Club of Darien 

by end of January. There is a plan showing set-backs, where trees and shrubs go, and where the garden 
is. Discussed further designing the full space, not just the AAG space. SS/SH/HP to approach designers for 
quotes on exit 11N: Karen Hughan, Eve Mauger, Sara Ungemack, Susan Haynes.  

 Fallen stone/cement in the AAG at the entrance of Goodwives.  George said he’ll fix it.  Pending. 
 Darien Train Station AAG – PH may have a new sponsor, to follow up. 
 CR/HP to give PH a list of which AAGs are currently open for sponsorship. 
  

Other town projects 
 Tokeneke Road project.  Left clean-up pieces have not be picked up by DPW.  Discussed whether to clean 

it up for them. Quite a few people had a bad case of poison ivy from the work, so they’re not keen to clean 
up everything, but they would be happy to help tidy up the logs. SB to organize a time and let all know 
when.  

 Discussed all the trash off of Northbound exit 11, state property.  It will be included in the target areas for 
the spring clean-up.   

 Adopt-A-Spot sponsorship.  In March, SF sends letters to those maintaining spots.  She’ll look at the 
Hollow Tree Road/Post Road rotary, and make a recommendation at the next meeting (replant, shrub, 
adopted, other). 

 Spring clean-up: SS will starting contacting groups from February. 



 
Hanging Baskets 

 $6,000 budget for hanging baskets to include watering for the month of June. 
 SD plans to replant the NH urns in the spring. 
 SD suggested we change baskets to a larger size (16”) with moss base, which holds water better.  Cost 

would be approximately $33.70 each (we paid $27 each last year).  We wouldn’t have to ship baskets to 
them this year – saving $120.  She’ll have a sample soon.  The group agreed.  SD to look at the number of 
baskets we can get with the budget. 

 Penny Glassmeyer said she’d take 14 of the new 16” baskets (she’ll fund).  The library plans to use 
Nielsen’s again this year.  SD to give the basket design we’ll be using, so they can possibly replicate it.  

 The Christmas wreaths are covering the parking signs.  Should we have issues with the parking guy when 
we hang our baskets, we’re to speak to George. 

  
Board members 

 2 vacancies: BB retired, and PH is a member-at-large due to her recent appointment to the 
RTC.  Discussed how to get the word out.  

 
 
Next Meeting February 11, 9am Town Hall Room B-3  


