
Beautification Commission (BC) 
Meeting Minutes 
June 10th, 2013 

9:00am, Town Hall Room B-3 
 

 
Present: Suzanne Schutte, Heather Pommernelle, Sabina Harris, Sig Buchmayr, Sandy Filmer, Marcia 
Meinerth, Marianne Wadleigh, Bob Wolkwitz, Cindy Ryan 
Absent: John Schlachtenhaufen, Sandy Drimal 
Action items are noted in red. 
 
New Member update 

• Pending DTC meeting with Bob Wolkwitz; no response to 3 emails to Randy Klein. BW to call him 
directly. We have 2 other possible new members we’re speaking to. 

• We were told that the BOS appointed Cara Gately to the BC board; no contact information has been 
offered. SS contacted Jayme Stevenson who responded; SS read Jayme’s letter. We as the board are 
able to solicit our own members, but RTM can as well and there is no rule saying they need to work 
with us on whether we have people coming on board or not, so this may happen again. SS to contact 
BOS’s office for contact details for Cara. 

 
Financial 

• All funds are to be spent by June 30th. 
• Need SD to confirm the Bed & Borders receipt so we can pay it. MM to contact SD for this. 

 
Berm   

• Donated weeping Maple has been planted, thanks to SB/Elder.  
• Elder has watered and weeded some; more to do, once he’s done with AAG work. 
• Ongoing project management discussion: with David leaving the board, we need someone to manage 

this project overall. SS to set planning meeting to discuss next steps; David May, JS, BW to be 
invited. MW, HP, SF, MM, SS also wish to attend. 

 
Hanging baskets & N.H. planters update  

• The 78 baskets were hung throughout town May 24th. They’re bigger than last year, and have moss 
baskets. Elder is to water (as needed), fertilizing as per SD’s instructions. They’re flowering nicely 
and look good! 

• MM to contact SD to confirm that they the N.H. planters are planted. 
 
Adopt-A-Gardens  

• Amy’s Smile. Thank you to all for a great job! Large roses we transplanted are struggling; HP/BW in 
a couple of weeks will make the call as to whether they should be replaced with new (and smaller) 
roses.  SB will add some Miracle Grow fertilizer in the meantime. HP/MW to look at perennials to 
add now, to pretty up the design while things are growing in. CR has the sign to place. 

• Paw Prints – rescheduled planting date to Friday, June 14th, from 8am. All invited! Must wear a 
yellow vest. HP has the plants; will install the sign at the same time. SS to re-demarcate the garden 
again with stakes. SH to ask for mulch and top soil to raise the garden bed. Tree Conservancy plants 
to plant Viburnums on the island in the fall. 

• Clean-ups/Elder’s list: HP gave him the highest priority to Rowayton Seafood’s garden, mulching 
and weeding of Darien Train Station which have yet to be done. SS to call again to help remind him. 

• Will Haughey with Tegu Toy Company wants to sponsor improvements to an area on Tokeneke Road. 
SS to clarify which area what our role could be. 

 
Other 

• Island at Hollow Tree Ridge and Post Road.  
o BW reviewed the site; has foundation plants, just needs weeding and mulching. HP added to 

Friday, June 14th work day. 
o SF to advise the neighbor who raised the issue that we’re looking at it. 

• George’s list. 
o Completed: help hanging baskets, mulch for 9 AAGs, removed stumps at Paw Prints 



o Top priorities for George: move boulders at berm, mulch and topsoil for Paw Prints, removal 
of shrubs (or if not can we) from Darien Post Office. SS to give George this list of 3 tasks. 

o Rest of the list: whether they moving the heavy planters at N. Heights; backhoe work at exit 
11 North. 

• Elder donated a shrub for intersection at Pedal and Pump, which Sig planted, so no purchase 
required. 

• BC non-mesh vests. MW to have “Darien Beautification Commission” in large letters screened on the 
back of them.  

• Atria care for town hall planter. Planting day was rescheduled from last week due to the rain; to 
happen this week. 

• Visit in June to Raoul’s natural flower garden. (Everyone interested.) Apparently not flowering now; 
he’ll contact us when garden is back in flower. 

• SH is donating a fireman’s hose for Elder’s use, so he needn’t use the town’s hose to transfer water 
from the town’s water tank to his truck. 

• SS mentioned that Jeremy Ginsberg emailed Shakespeare on the Sound organizers to not place their 
signs illegally in Darien, asking that they only place the signs 5 days prior to the event.  

• SS showed a copy of the town’s printed annual report, which included photos and the BC report. 
• Discussed the Darien Post Office landscaping. Agreed to take a low maintenance approach rather 

than a full design, so ongoing maintenance is not a concern. We’ll work to remove the shrubs at the 
mailboxes, possibly put low growing perennials there, and trim the yews. Added shrub removal to 
George’s list (above) then will pick up the work from there. 

• Discussion on improvement projects we could ask for special funding for. At this point, focus is on 
using up funds we have already; tabled until have an area of need. 

 
 
Next Meeting July 15th, 9am Town Hall Room B-3  
 


