
Beautification Commission (BC) 
Meeting Minutes 
July 15th, 2013 

9:00am, Town Hall Room B-3 
 

 
Present: Suzanne Schutte, Heather Pommernelle, Sig Buchmayr, John Schlachtenhaufen, Sandy Filmer, 
Marcia Meinerth, Sandy Drimal, Cindy Ryan, Sabina Harris 
Absent: Marianne Wadleigh, Bob Wolkwitz, Cara Gates 
Action items are noted in red. 

 
New Member update 

 SS has emailed the Democratic contact 3 times, and BW has also called, yet they received no reply.  
This meeting is required before BW meets the RTM for final confirmation. Both will continue to 
chase. 

 CG was expected at today’s meeting, but did not show. 
 
Financial 

 Budget update: MM is finishing off the 2012-2013 financial year with the town. 
 Reviewed 2013-2014 budget which began July 1, 2013. 
 To the next meeting, all are requested to bring money expected to spend in this fiscal year. 

 
Berm   

 Discussed lower edge of the garden, making it clear so DPW knows where to mow to. SS to ask Elder 
to edge deeply. 

 Extra money (over last year) is in the budget for maintenance.  
 Watering of the berm over the summer months; SS to ask Elder to water. 
 SS/SF/SH/HP met at the berm to discuss it. Highlighted bare sections for additional planting. New 

berm plugs are potted up and with MW and HP; rest of the plants are at BW’s garden in an irrigated 
area. All are to be planted at the berm in the fall. At next meeting (September), all to discuss 
timing of this planting. 

 SF donating 3 spruces.  
 SS reminded Elder to weed the far right landscaped side of the berm as necessary on an ongoing 

basis this summer.  
 
Hanging baskets & Noroton Heights planters update  

 SD updated all. They look good! 
 Discussed how it would be nice to have the library baskets tie in at least by color with the town 

baskets. SD will work on this for next year.  
 The Police Dept would like baskets as well. 
 Hopefully, if funds are available in Spring, we can increase the number of baskets available. 

 
Adopt-A-Gardens  

 Paw Prints planting with DPW – great job planting, the whole island looks so much better. Deer are 
eating the plants; spraying for now, then will switch out deer favorites later.  

 New AAG at Old Farm Road & Tokeneke Road, sponsored by Richard Jones Landscaping; he’ll 
maintain it. Check received; HP organizing the sign. 

 CR gave an update on other gardens; lot of pruning of roses needed. MM offered to do this.  
 
Other 

 Island at Hollow Tree Ridge and Post Road now looks good.   
 MW had our yellow vests print with “Darien Beautification.” They look great! Distributed to all; SS 

has the extra vests. SH to purchase an additional 10 vests, which we’ll also have printed. 
 SS updated all on the walk with Will Haughey, Tegu toy company, to look at an area for him to 

sponsor a planting (not including maintenance). First choice would like 10’ stretch on Tokeneke 
outside of his office; 2nd choice would be the Darien Post Office. SS waiting for a response the first 
choice with Jim Barnes; if he approves it we’ll go forward. Otherwise the group will clean up at the 
Post Office. SS will speak to the Post Master, to make sure he’s ok with any work there. JS to speak 



to Darren Ostefine/Anthony Takone. Planting projects would be in the fall. 
 Atria care for town hall planter; they look good. Linda O’Leary is watering it.  
 Allen-Oneill plants/Noroton Heights were planted in the Girl Scout garden at the Darien train station 

and on the left side embankment as you enter the NH train station. More will be transplanted from 
SS's yard in the fall. Time permitting (if the plants have not yet been demolished) SS will take more 
daylillies and hostas from the Allen Oneill area to plant at these 2 above sites.  

 The Garden Club has given us a $500 donation. Discussed possibly putting it towards the Post Office 
project; maybe purchasing a pot. MM will send a thank you note to say thank you. 

 Twardy Landscaping donated 14 trays of impatients, which were planted at the ABC house, 
Rowayton Seafood AAG, Paw Prints AAG, Girl Scout garden, and Amy's Smile AAG. 

 This fall we will consider holding a memorial ceremony for Gerry McGrath in front of his tree at this 
right side location if his wife Carolyn/family are available. 

 George’s list:  
o Nothing on his list at the moment.  
o He’ll move boulders at berm in the winter.  

 
 
Next Meeting September 9th, 9am Town Hall Room B-3  
(no meeting in August) 
 


