BEAUTIFICATION COMMISSION MINUTES: JANUARY 11, 2016, 9 AM TOWN HALL, ROOM 11

ATTENDEES: SUZANNE SCHUTTE, CINDY RYAN, SANDY DRIMAL, SIG BUCHMYR, JEFF SMITH, MARIANNE
WADLEIGH, CRISTINA ORSI LIROT, SANDY FILMER.

Meeting was called to order at 9:05 am, and ended at 10:25 am.

BUDGET UPDATE:

Cristina presented a budget update, stating that the amount of funds in our budget remain at last
month’s level of $6318.75.

Cristina was asked to periodically check in with the Finance Dept. to verify if/when the new 2016
budgets will be finalized, and the amount allocated to the BC.

The group discussed the idea of approaching the BOS and Finance Dept. to request time at their January
budget meetings to request incremental funding for BC projects. Suzanne will follow up with Linda, the
BOS assistant, to ask to be put on the budget calendar. The 3 projects that the BC will ask additional
funding for are:

1. To fund the cost of ongoing maintenance and clean up of additional historic cemeteries in town.

2. To hire a worker to undertake ongoing clean up of trash along the major exits/entrances off of |-
95, specifically exits 10, 11, 12 and 13.

3. To fund the cost of hanging flowering baskets thru Tilley Pond and their ongoing maintenance.

HANGING BASKETS:

Sandy D reported that baskets will be ordered in February and will require a $1000 deposit. Sandy D
needs to get in checks from other basket purchasers, P. Glassmeyer, Darien Rowayton Bank, Dolcetti
and the library. Sandy will also verify if the basket price has been increased from $33.75. After paying
for the basket deposit, there will be $2000 left (out of the $3000) reserved for other projects, such as
hiring Elder for the spring cleanup.

Sandy will continue to investigate the possibility of hanging baskets thru Tilley Pond this year, and will

try to find alternate funding as P&R declined to pay for the ongoing maintenance of the baskets in the

park. Sandy will talk to the Garden Club to inquire about the possibility of them making a donation for
the baskets in Tilley Pond.

SPRING CLEAN UP:

The date of Saturday 4/23/16 was selected as this year’s clean up date, with Sunday 4/24/16 as the rain
date. Suzanne will contact all past volunteers in the month of February to ask them to save the date,
will inform the Green Team of the date, will contact the Chamber of Commerce to see if they wish to be
involved this year, and will contact the owner of Gofer Ice cream to verify if we can use his outdoor
space this year as a meeting place. A Darien teenager, Christopher Jessup, contacted Jamie S to offer to
help clean up, and Suzanne will contact him to ascertain how he can be helpful with the project. She will
update the group at the March meeting.



AAGs:

Cindy mentioned that to date, the following sponsors had not paid for their AAGs: Rowayton Seafood
and The Democratic Party. Cristina will contact the Democrats to inquire if they intend to renew their
sponsorship. If not, their AAG at the Noroton Heights train station will be offered to Palmers Market by
Cindy in replacement for their old AAG which was ripped out at exit 10.

Suzanne updated the group that she had spoken with Jeremy G from P & Z and the area requested by
Palmers Market (near the old Allen O’Neill corner) is not available for Palmers new AAG. This
intersection will soon be undergoing widening, and Jeremy did not think it wise to install a garden in an
area that could be ripped out in a short timeframe.

Suzanne received an email from Linda Goodyear from the Green Team who had been contacted by a
tree specialist, Jim Neilson, who is interested in sponsoring an AAG. Suzanne will contact him, followed
by Cindy with more details on which gardens are available for adoption.

UPDATED AAG MAP/BROCHURE:

Everyone was asked to send all suggestions and changes to Marianne for her (or Heather) to make on
these documents so that they may be finalized.

POSSIBLE NAME CHANGE FOR THE BC:

The group discussed the idea of changing the name of the commission to something that sounded “less
frivolous”. Sandy F was put in charge of researching new name possibilities, circulating them to the
group, and reporting back at the March meeting with possibilities.

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE:

Suzanne mentioned that some of the key contacts in the Republican group who were responsible for
assisting us in finding new members are no longer working in this capacity. And that the Democratic
group has always been extremely slow in responding to our requests for assistance.

The group will talk to their contacts (e.g. realtors, merchants, garden club members, DCA members) to
see if there is any interest in joining the BC.

NOTE: There will be NO FEBRUARY MEETING. The next meeting will be on March 14, 2016 at 9 am at
town hall, room 119.



