BEAUTIFICATION COMMISSION MINUTES:
MARCH 14, 2016

ATTENDEES: SANDY DRIMAL, SIG BUCHMYR, JEFF SMITH, CRISTINA ORSI-LIROT,
MICHAEL CHIODO, SANDY FILMER, CINDY RYAN, MARIANNE WADLEIGH,
SUZANNE SCHUTTE AND SOON TO BE INSTATED NEW MEMBER ELIZABETH
HALL.

MEETING BEGAN AT 9:05 AM AND ENDED AT 10:25 AM.
HANGING BASKETS:

Sandy D stated that the new brackets were hung on selected lampposts in Tilley Pond Park by
the DPW, that 172 baskets for hanging had been ordered at Beds and Borders, and that the day
of delivery and hanging will be Thursday May 26. Everyone was reminded to be at Goodwives
Shopping Center near the Historical Society at 8:30 am with wire clippers. Cristina will bring her
truck and 2-3 card tables to be used as work tables for cutting off the wires on the baskets. The
crew from DPW will again assist with the hanging. The baskets in town will be hung first, and
the library baskets delivered/picked up last. A check in the amount of $2900 need to be sent to
Beds and Borders as a deposit for the baskets.

TOKENEKE ROAD BASKETS:

A discussion was held by BC members and the emails from the Chamber of Commerce were
reviewed by the group. It was decided that the program of offering baskets to merchants on
Tokeneke Road would not be offered again because the program did not work as expected last
year. Of the 21 baskets ordered last year by these merchants, only 7 were placed on Tokeneke
Road. Of these, 4 were maintained and lived; 3 died. The remaining 10 baskets were hung
elsewhere but not in Darien. The idea therefore of placing baskets in this area to “beautify”
Darien was not successful.

AAGs:

Cristina mentioned that billing to all AAG sponsors had been done on new stationary and
mailed on 3/14.

Cindy reviewed the list of new AAG sponsors: Save a Tree who will take the Rowayton Seafood
garden; Greenway LLC who will take the old girl scout garden in front of the Darien train station
and also want the garden on Ledge Road (The group discussed the idea of allowing 1 sponsor to
have 2 locations, and the group agreed that this was a good idea, especially if the sponsor was a
landscape type group who had the experience and qualifications to do a good job. It was also
noted that we have had in the past the situation where 1 sponsor took 2 gardens. Both of



these sponsors taking 2 gardens were landscape design firms); Darien Sail and Power squadron
who want a garden at the beach, and Cindy is checking with P and R to see if this is possible;
and a dentist in town who wants a garden near his office on the Post Road. Michael will find a
location to offer the dentist.

The group discussed the concept of assigning one person as a “point” person on each AAG so
that over the summer months there would be ongoing oversight of which gardens needed
attention. This will be discussed at next month’s meeting, with members selecting gardens to
monitor.

Sig and Cindy stated that they had cleaned up the Exit 11 AAG.

Cristina and her firm currently are slated to take over the garden near the Dock Shop, but she
also will look around to see if there is another spot that she would prefer adopting. She will
speak to both Roger Penske and Nielsen’s to see if they would be interested in sponsoring a
garden.

SPRING CLEAN UP:

Suzanne mentioned that she had sent out in early March “save the date” emails to all past
volunteers asking them to hold the date of 4/23, with a rain date of 4/24. She also announced
the Spring Clean Up at the 2/29 Green Team meeting. She will update the group on number of
volunteers and work assignments at the April meeting. Sandy F will contact the head of ABC to
ask if the girls can help with the cleanup. Marianne will contact local girl scout troops to ask
them to participate.

ELDER:
A meeting will be held soon with Elder to discuss the following:

-basket maintenance; AAG maintenance; review of new AAG gardens and new baskets in Tilley
Pond; and the need for more detailed bills from him.

Suzanne, Cindy and Sandy D should attend this meeting.
BC NAME CHANGE:

Sandy F will come to the April meeting with suggestions of name change possibilities having
researched what other towns and municipalities call their beautification efforts. The idea is
that the word “beautify” sound frivolous, and needs to be replaced.

APRIL MEETING DATE CHANGE:

The 4/11/16 meeting will need to be changed since it falls during the school spring break.
Suggestions were to move it to either 4/4 or 4/6. Suzanne will follow up on this and get a new
room assignment at town hall for the selected date.






