Minutes of the December 8, 2015 Monuments and Ceremonies Commission Meeting

The meeting was called to order by Chairman, Phil Kraft at 3:30 PM. In attendance were: Ken Reiss,
Karen Polett, David Polett, Rebecca Siciliano, George Walsh, Roland Holub, Terry Gaffney, Phil Kraft,
Charles Scribner and guest, Robert Russell.

Motion by Roland, second David, the minutes of the Nov. 10, 2015 meeting were accepted as read.
Veterans’ Day ceremony went well this year with the addition of the poem, “Welcome Home.”

Terry mentioned three applications for the Town Hall Display Case. The first was from March 17, -April
30, 2016 for RCAC and Darien Library; second from May 1-June 1, 2016 for M&C Commission and
Darien Historical Society to commemorate Memorial Day; third from June 1- July 1, 2016 for the M&C
Commission display for Flay Day. It is understood that if another group wants to use the case at this
time, this application will demur to another date. Terry mentioned that he had the content for the
Memorial Day display. These three applications were accepted on a motion by David; second Roland.
It was noted that the Darien School K-12 Art Dept. has the display case from Feb. 9-March 16, 2016.

On a motion by Rebecca, second Karen; Brian O’Malley will be asked to be the Memorial Day 2016
Speaker. Ed Carabillo’s name will be forwarded to the Parade Committee as a possible Memorial Day
Parade Grand Marshal, but that is not our Commission’s decision.

Karen has forwarded names and terms for reappointments to Linda O’Leary. We are awaiting action
by the Selectmen.

David has discussed the fissure in one of the memorial stones in Veterans’ Circle in front of the Darien
Town Hall with the Director of Public Works, Mr. Gentile, who told David that he would follow up.

Jayme mentioned the flagpole at the Old Town Hall site to a Commission member and the
Commission as a whole agreed that we should ask the Selectmen for a formal request for discussion
on that topic. In the interim we agreed to informally gather ideas regarding the flagpole and the
accompanying plaques for which we have deeded access.

Meeting was adjourned at 4:05 PM on a motion by Karen, second Rebecca. The next M&C meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, January 12, at 3:30 PM in Room 206.

A discussion ensured about the Wreaths Across America wreath placement to be held on Saturday,
December 12, at noon in Darien’s Spring Grove Veterans’ Cemetery.

Submitted by,

Karen Kreitzberger Polett, Secretary



