draft

Minutes of the April 9, 2013 Monuments and Ceremonies Commission Meeting

The meeting was called to order at 3:35 PM by Chairman, Phil Kraft. Commissioners present were:
Marian Castell, Ed Carabillo, Dawn Crouch, John Geoghegan, George Walsh, Chick Scribner, Dave Polett,
Karen Polett, Rollie Holub, and Becky Siciliano.

The minutes of the March 12, 2013 meeting were accepted as written on a motion by John Geoghegan;
second Rollie Holub.

On a motion by George Walsh; second John Geoghegan, Louis J. DiGiusto, lll was unanimously selected
as the Memorial Day 2013 Speaker. George read a portion of Mr. DiGiusto’s impressive bio and both
George and Phil will contact him, and invite him to attend our May 14, meeting. Phil offered to handle
the publicity for this Speaker for both Darien papers.

According to an email from Commission member Terry Gaffney, DHS students’ Memorial Day Essays are
not due until after the Spring vacation.

Dave Polett will ask the Patriot Ensemble to play at the Darien Veteran’s Cemetery prior to the Memorial
Day ceremony. The Darien Masonic Club is paying for this musical group.

Karen will once again contact Mickey Doyle at Springdale Florists to obtain a wreath for the Memorial
Day cemetery ceremony.

Discussion ensued regarding stickers that might encourage attendance at the cemetery ceremony. The
issue was tabled for this year due to time constraints, but Dave Polett offered to check on price and
availability. Phil mentioned that he has catalogs from 4-Star Marketing.

Karen will copy the new Display Case Application onto the M&C Letterhead and place the applications in
the First Selectman’s Office and in the plastic wall shelf near the front desk at Town Hall.

The Darien Times article citing the M&C Commission with 17 FOI violations was discussed and Karen read
an email from the Darien Town Clerk (attached) noting Donna’s surprise at the article and that she has all
required minutes from M&C Commission filed and that only 5 agendas were missing. Karen has already

emailed these missing agendas to Donna Rajczewski so all should be in order. Members discussed writing

to the newspaper asking how they determined their numbers. It was noted that we meet 10 times a
year, not 12, so there would not be M&C Commission minutes or agendas for July and August each year.

On a motion by Becky Siciliano, second Ed Carabillo; a stipend of $350.00 was approved for bagpiper Don
Cavett, to play in this year’s Memorial Day Parade.



The Selectmen have re-appointed Charles Scribner, Karen Polett and appointed Sueann Schorr and
Roland Holub to the Monuments and Ceremonies Commission for three year terms expiring
November 30, 2015.

It was stressed by Commissioners that Sueann Schorr is the official liaison from Phil on our Commission,
to Sara on the Memorial Day Parade Committee, and that all requests and communications go through
Sueann. It is otherwise very confusing and detrimental to the smooth functioning of both of our groups.

On a motion by Dave Polett, second Rollie Holub, up to $100.00 was approved for the printing of the
“What Memorial Day Means to Me,” coloring contest winner’s poster. It was suggested that before going
to Kinkos, the 2 local printers in Darien be given a chance to produce these posters if their price is
competitive. Phil also mentioned that he has 11”x17” paper and a color printer in his office which can be
used if needed.

John noted that these Memorial Day posters should not be stapled onto telephone poles as they present
a danger for the climbers.

Rollie volunteered to contact the Darien Boat Club to determine whether they are planning a maritime
service at Pear Tree Point Beach this year. He will get the date if one is scheduled and report to us at the
May meeting.

The New Canaan Mounted Troop participating in the Parade with horses and riders was brought up and
safety issues discussed at length. On a motion by John Geoghegan, second Rollie Holub, the offer of
participation in our parade by the horses and riders, was greatly appreciated, but unanimously declined.

Commissioners stressed the importance of the June Commission meeting with the Parade Committee. At
that time, the Parade will be discussed with pros and cons noted. The Commission members suggest a
separate additional Memorial Day Parade Committee budget be submitted to the Selectmen for the 2014
Parade. This would make it easier for the new Memorial Day Parade Committee to function and make
decisions on Parade expenses without having to ask our Commission.

John mentioned that the First Congregational Church minister is not available this year, but Father
McGrath will contact another clergyman for the cemetery ceremony.

Speaker, flyover, wreath, flags, 25 chairs, reviewing stand, cemetery stand, loud speaker are all in order.
The patriotic bunting needs to be located and Commission volunteers have to be available to hang the
bunting and set up chairs at 7 AM prior to Memorial Day Parade.

Meeting was adjourned on a motion by Ed Carabillo, second John Geoghegan. The next meeting is
planned for Tuesday, May 14, at 3:30 PM in Room 206 at the Darien Town Hall.

Submitted by,

Karen Kreitzberger Polett
Secretary



