Minutes of the November 12, 2013 draft
Monuments and Ceremonies

The meeting was called to order at 3:35 PM by Chairman, Phil Kraft with the
following Commissioners present: Terry Gaffney, John Geoghegan, George
Walsh, lan Koneke, Rollie Holub, Dave Polett, Karen Polett, and Ken Reiss.
Minutes of the October 8, 2013 meeting were approved as read on a motion
by John, second George.

Phil thanked Karen and Dave for helping with the behind the scenes
preparation for the Veterans’ Day ceremony held November 11. Dave put the
notification of the Veterans’ Day ceremony on Darien Patch; Karen ordered
and picked up floral tributes from Mickey Doyle at Springdale Florists.

Linda O’Leary in the Selectman’s office received the display case applications
from lvanhoe Masonic Lodge and from the Darien Historical Society. She
forwarded the applications to Karen. Both applications were approved for
about a six week period and the two groups will be contacted by Dave and
Ken to check on which is ready to start now through December and which
would like to be take January through mid February. They will report the
decision to the Commission in December.

After discussion, it was decided that our Commission should not presume to
list the Kensett monument since it is on private property.

George suggested Commander Joe Gibaldi as a possible Memorial Day
speaker. Walter R. McCurdy’s name has been forwarded to Sara Franzese as a possible Grand
Marshal for the 2014 Parade.

Dave reported that upon his filling out an online request, Public Works cleared the Tokeneke
Bridge Plaque area quickly and hopefully will continue to maintain it. Karen read an email
from Marian noting that she investigated and found that there is a charge of $1200. to “adopt
aspot.”

Dave called Bill Flanagan asking about a list made by our Commission of the Darien High
School sculpture and artwork which existed in the building prior to the new school being
constructed. Bill will get back to Dave if he finds anything. Dave offered to contact the school
photography department to see if they have any list. If they don’t have a list, he will contact a
school administrator.



Becky Siciliano was interviewed for reappointment by the RTC. At that time, it was suggested
to her that we furnish and add a brief paragraph to the Town of Darien website explaining our
Commission’s duties and the dates and places of the various ceremonies we conduct.
Commissioners thought this was a good idea. Dave offered to contact Linda O’Leary to find
out who is in charge of the town website. We conduct ceremonies on Flag Day, June 14, at the
Town Hall Veterans’ Circle; Memorial Day in the Spring Grove Veterans’ Cemetery following
the annual Parade; September 11, anniversary on that date annually at the 9/11 Monument
on the lawn behind Middlesex Middle School; and Veterans’ Day on November 11, at the
Town Hall Veterans’ Circle. We also participate individually in the Wreaths Across America
ceremony held at noon on the second Saturday of December each year in Spring Grove
Veterans’ Cemetery. Our Commission is also in charge of the Town Hall display case contents
and application process. Our Commission purchased the display case years ago.

Terry reported that he has sent the Memorial Day Essay Contest request to the proper
channels at the Darien schools and will continue to monitor this.

Phil will be attending the Selectmen’s meeting on December 2, to give his report on our
Commission’s activities. This annual report was provided to all Commission members, and was
sent to the Selectmen as requested prior to October 1.

The meeting was adjourned on a motion by lan, second Rollie. The next meeting will be held
at 3:30 PM on Tuesday, December 10, 2013.

Submitted by,

Karen Kreitzberger Polett

Secretary



