Monuments & Ceremonies
September 4, 2012
Minutes

SEPTEMBER MEETING
Present:

Phil Kraft

Dave Polett

Marian Castell

Rollie

Terry Gaffney

SEPT 11™ MEMORIAL SERVICE
- 8:15 behind Middlesex Middle School, same level of school in back parking lot
- Karen has ordered roses and wreath
- Deb Bocanfuso principal will let us inside if weather is an issue
- Podium will be available if necessary
- Roses available for placement by individuals, lay roses, stop at 8:46 for moment of
silence
- Press release already out noting same

FIVE MILE RIVER BRIDGE PLAQUE

- Jayme will s/w Selectmen about getting plaque.

- The Plaque is physically present at Rings End Road, but it needs new mounting

- Itisthe bridge’s 100 year anniversary so it should be done post-haste

- Norwalk will have to be involved as well as they have their names to be plaqued as well.

VETERAN’S DAY
Evonne Klein
Sunday this year

Phil spoke with Msgr. McGrath to talk with the Ecumenical Council about making an appeal to
all the churches to make an announcement publicizing the info about observation of Veteran’s
Day.

Phil discussed furnishing info packet to the churches with a paragraph of history of the holiday
along with the traditional memorial observation

It will be posed as a ‘request’ to do what they feel is appropriate.



- Proposal to have churches consider ringing the bells at 11:11:11:11 — eleven times
- NB- subsequent research suggests bells should be rung at 11:00
- Make same request of the Fire Houses

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA

PARADE COMMITTEE

MONUMENT MAINTENANCE BUDGET

Alan Delaney of DHA raised question about Rust stains on the monument at old town hall

Budget for M&C commission is allocated on as ‘as needed’ basis

Possible to split cost with Darien Housing Authority as it is on DHA property
0 (DHA is a state of CT entity, NOT a town entity)

- Town of Darien has an easement access to monument and flag-pole on record

- Pool-cleaning service is an option as are the Boy Scouts

- Take care about chemical use to ensure chemicals will not damage either stone or
plaque

- In addition, remedial attention to avoid recurrence of damage in future

CEMETERY ISSUE

- Darien Police have reported that there is damage on the new Gettysburg Monument,
Oscar Peck’s tombstone, several bushes and at least one bench, all of which appears to
be a result of shoddy lawn maintenance procedure.

ALLEN O’NEILL MONUMENT

- Once new monument is placed at ‘The Heights of Darien’ aka Allen O’Neill housing
project, the question of responsibility for maintenance and repair should be formalized.

- DHA has made assurances the placement and maintenance of monument and the ‘new’
Gettysburg Tree’ will be treated with the utmost care and concern.

NEXT MEETING

- Second Tuesday of October



