Minutes of the Monuments and Ceremonies Commission Meeting

December 11, 2012

Meeting was called to order by Chairman, Phil Kraft at 3:30 PM. The following Commissioners
attended: Marian Castell, Roland Holub, John Geoghegan, Sueann Schorr, David Polett, Terry
Gaffney, Karen Polett, Ken Reiss, Charles Scribner, Becky Siciliano, Dawn Crouch, George
Walsh, and Ed Carabillo. First Selectwoman, Jayme Stevenson also attended.

The minutes of the November 13, 2012 meeting were accepted as read on a motion by John
second Ken. (Approved dates of meetings for 2013 were attached to the minutes.)

1. Wreaths Across America project was mentioned briefly, and Commissioners were
reminded to attend the December 15, noon ceremony in the Spring Grove Veteran’s
Cemetery to help in wreath laying. This nationwide program is held simultaneously in
cemeteries across the country. Phil reported that the DHS football team and the DHS Support
Our Soldiers group will help with transporting the wreaths to the cemetery and opening the
123 boxes. Karen and David offered to decorate the 7 wreaths for branches of the service
prior to December 15. Town officials have been invited. Several Commissioners mentioned
individuals who are former or active service military to place the wreaths.

2. The Old Town Hall flagpole granite base needs maintenance and David and Rollie inspected
the location. David contacted Don Foley of Fairfield Monuments. Foley’s highest estimates
would be $3500. (acid wash) to clean the stone; and $1700,(buffing and polishing) to clean
the plaques for a total possible outlay of $5200. 00. Jayme suggested we obtain another
estimate and bring them forward so she can discuss the next steps with Darien Town
Departments. David will get another estimate.

3. Jayme thanked Commissioners for their service. John Geoghegan and George Walsh
offered to make a lateral move and become ex-officio members should the need arise. Ken
suggested they stay on as full members until the time when their slots are filled. Karen, Rollie
and Sueann were vetted by the RTC, but their names/letters need to be sent to the
Selectmen’s office. Chick Scribner and Becky Siciliano need to be vetted and appointed. It was
noted that Democrats and Independents have not heard from the DTC.

4. Jayme suggested our Commission establish a budget and send it on to the Selectmen’s
office. An inventory of monuments is being done and a maintenance schedule with
attendant costs for the monuments will be proposed.



5. Jordan Grant of Minuteman Landscaping has offered to adopt the area around the
Tokeneke Bridge 1912 re-dedicated monument. Jayme suggested that this proposal go
through the Beautification Commission. The Monuments Commission supports Jordan’s offer.

6. On a motion by Dave Polett, seconded by John, the Commission approved Lisa Wilson
Grant’s application for use of the Town Hall display case in the Lobby to show photos of work
done on the Tokeneke Bridge 1912 Monument.

7. Members were asked to bring names of possible speakers for the Memorial Day ceremony
to the January meeting. Phil also mentioned that we need to meet with the Parade Sub-
Committee so we can coordinate a smooth transition for the Parade responsibilities. On a
motion by Ken Reiss, second Ed Caribillo, officers for the coming year were elected
unanimously as follows: Chairman, Phil Kraft; Vice Chairman, Dave Polett; Secretary, Karen
Polett.

8. Terry Gaffney proposed that Middle School and High School students write an essay on the
meaning of Memorial Day. On a motion by Rollie, second Becky, Terry was empowered by the
Commission to pursue this proposal with the Darien Board of Education and report back to
us.

Meeting was adjourned on a motion by Ed Caribillo, second Ken Reiss. The next meeting will
be held at 3:30 PM in room 206 on January 8, 2013.

Submitted by,

Karen Kreitzberger Polett

Secretary



