Human Services Commission Meeting
Minutes

May 13, 2016

Attending: Olive Hauser, Rachel Martin, Ali Ramsteck, Beverly Kelsey, Jennifer Geddes, Melisse
Reardon, Polly Lowman

Minutes: The minutes of April 8, 2016 were approved as presented.

Chairperson’s Update: Rachel informed the Commission that Elisa Kristenson has agreed to
serve on the Human Services Commission. She is currently going through DTC approval. Landon
Resser, minister of the Calvary Baptist Church, has also agreed to serve on the Commission. He
has been approved by the RTC and scheduled to go before the Selectmen. We expect that
Landon will be joining us for the June meeting.

Discussion on time and day of meeting: It was decided that the Commission will continue to
meeting on the second Friday of each month at 9am.

Program Updates:

Olive presented the idea of having speakers come to our meetings every other month to discuss
topics of interest to our community and the Commission. Olive will be asking Ingrid Gillespie
from the Department of Mental Health in Lower Fairfield County- Communities for Action to be
our first speaker.

The budget has been passed; Ali has been approved for full-time. A half-time position (17.5
hours) for a Program Assistant was also approved. Currently looking for an applicant to work
afternoons.

The plans for the redevelopment of Senior Housing are still being reviewed by the P&Z Board.

The Human Services Department now has 10 cases of Hoarding that they are working on. The
department has had success in helping these clients who have for the most part been receptive
to receiving assistance with this matter.

Interest in the Home Goods closet has been booming. In a 30 day period 24 different clients
utilized the closet. In addition to donations from the community, Joan spends approximately
$200 every other week to keep the closet stocked.

The Calvary Church has a new food pantry which is currently open only to church members.
Olive is discussing whether they may open it to clients of Human Services. Currently our clients
can go to Person to Person once per month for emergency supplies but some clients need more
than that to get by.



Commission on Aging: Jennifer Geddes indicated there is some discussion and concern that the
State will disband the State Commission on Aging.

Old/New Business: No old or new business was discussed.
Respectfully submitted,

Melisse Reardon



