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TOWN OF DARIEN 

BOARD OF FINANCE 

DECEMBER 16, 2014 
 

ATTENDANCE:  Liz Smith Mao (Chair), Jon Zagrodzky, Jamie McLaughlin, Frank Huck,  
   Bruce Orr, Gwen Mogenson 
 

ABSENT:  David Lopiano 
 
STAFF:   Kate Clarke Buch, Finance Director; Ed Gentile, Public Works Director;  
   Darren Oustafine, Assistant Director of Public Works, Kathy Hammel &   

John Visi, Registrars of Voters 
 

A quorum was present. 
 

CALL TO ORDER  
 

Chairwoman Mao called the Regular meeting to order at 7:33 pm. 
 

SPECIAL APPROPRIATION FOR SEWER OPERATING ACQUISITION OF SEWER 
LINE – $98,498  (BOS 12/15) 

 

 
 

Mr. Gentile and Mr. Oustafine presented this appropriation, which is part of an effort to equalize 
resident contributions to the cost of a privately constructed sewer line on Stephanie Lane.  The 
sewer was built in the 1990s, with different residents paying different amounts depending on 
their connections.  In meetings with residents, a standard assessment of $9,800 was determined.  
The Town will take formal ownership of this line.  This appropriation represents the assessments 
of the ten residents who have not yet connected; the amount will be paid as appropriate to 
existing connected residents to equalize their previously paid sewer assessments at $9,800.  Over 
time, the town will be reimbursed the amount of this appropriation as the new residents connect.   
 
Mr. McLaughlin asked if there were any other LLC corporations like this; Mr. Gentile said he 
was not aware of any.   
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Ms. Mao suggested a resolution that the BOF recommend to the RTM an appropriation of 
$98,498.   
 
**  MR. ORR MOVED TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION  
**  MR. ZAGRODKY SECONDED THE MOTION 

**  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 

SPECIAL APPROPRIATION FOR SEWER OPERATING $30,843 CLAIM (BOS 12/15) 

 
Mr. Gentile discussed the homeowner’s reimbursement claim regarding a sewage leak into a 
basement, which was not covered by insurance.   
 
It was noted that the budget lacked a line item for such claims; Ms. Buch recommended creating 
two new line items, one for claims like this and an offsetting line using contribution from fund 
balance as a funding source.   
 

**  MR. MCLAUGHLIN MOVED TO APPROVE THE RESOLUTION 

**  MR. ZAGRODZKY SECONDED THE MOTION 

**  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 

CONTINGENCY TRANSFER FOR REGISTRARS – GENERAL ELECTION $22,705 
(BOS 12/15) 

 

 
 
Ms. Hammel and Mr. Visi explained this transfer, which was to cover primary election costs not 
in the budget (only general election costs were budgeted).   
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**  MR. ORR MOVED TO APPROVE THE TRANSFER 

**  MR. HUCK SECONDED THE MOTION 

**  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

CONTINGENCY TRANSFER  FOR ENERGY SAVINGS PROGRAM $45,243 
(RFCNRE) 

 
Ms. Buch provided a brief overview of the proposed energy efficiency upgrades (lighting 
retrofits and auto-controls for vending machines), which would have paybacks of 3.9 and 2.6 
years, respectively.   
 

**  MS. MOGENSON MOVED TO APPROVE THE TRANSFER 

**  MR. ORR SECONDED THE MOTION 

**  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

CONTINGENCY FOR PAYROLL TRANSFER $85,653 (SALARY CONTINGENCY) 
(BOS 12/15) 

 
 
This transfer was required to fund increases (which were previously budgeted) in wages granted 
by the Board of Selectmen, Police step increases and/or increases due to upgrades or promotions.   
 

**  MR ZAGRODZKY MOVED TO APPROVE THE TRANSFER 

**  MS. MOGENSON SECONDED THE MOTION 

**  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 

Ms. Buch presented the month’s financial report.  Key points:   
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 No major changes or issues since last month.   

 The Police Department is down two officers, which is driving higher-than-budgeted 
overtime.   

 The Town audit report is nearly ready and will be sent to BOF members.   
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 

The November 16, 2014 minutes were discussed and edited.   
 
**  MR. ZAGRODZKY MOVED TO APPROVE AMMENDED MINUTES 

**  MR. HUCK SECONDED THE MOTION 

**  MOTION PASSED 5 – 0, ONE ABSTENTION (MR. ORR) 
 

SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS/COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

SPED Audit:  Mr. Zagrodzky indicated that he would ask the auditor to interview former 
District officials before finalizing the report.   
 
Shared Services:  Chairwoman Mao noted that next meeting for the consolidated services 
working group was set for January 14, at 11:30.  Mr. Huck stated that health insurance savings 
opportunities would be discussed.   
 
 
 

**  MR. ZAGRODZKY MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING 

**  MS. MOGENSON SECONDED THE MOTION 

**  MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

The Regular meeting was adjourned at 8:42 pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by: 
Justin Hoffmann 

Telesco Secretarial Services 


