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ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD

DRAFT MINUTES

October 21, 2008

Present: Lawrence, Groppa, Castell, Macdonald, Gadsden, Hughes

Staff: Keating

ARB #38-2008

Carolyn A. Parker Consulting on behalf of JP Morgan Chase Bank, NA

454 Boston Post Road, DB-2 Zone

Proposing to replace front and rear wall signs

The applicants will go before ZBA to request a sign consisting of 20" high aluminum letters and a 24" high logo of blue acrylic for both the front and rear of the building.  The letters on the front of the building will be white, while those on the rear will be black.  The ARB will write a letter in support of the proposed signage.

ARB #5-2008

Weed Beach, 155 Nearwater Lane, R-1 Zone

Status of project for three new buildings -bathhouse, guardhouse, and  warming hut.

Debbie Parnon, a member of the Weed Beach building committee, reported that due to unexpectedly high estimates for building costs the committee is making adjustments in the proposed renovations for the beach.  The committee will return in November with new plans.

ARB#39-2008

1063 Post Road Partners, LLC, Dwight Collins

1063 Boston Post Road, CBD Zone

Proposing an awning on the walkway side of the building.

In an effort to bring attention to the entrance of the upstairs office space in the building, an awning 8'd and 5' 4" w at a height of 10' over the side entrance of the building would be installed.  The depth of the projection was discussed, and it was decided that the depth was necessary to maintain proper proportion for the entire awning.  After discussion it was suggested by the Board with agreement of the applicant that the awning be fabricated in Spruce Green Sunbrella, rather than the proposed burgundy, and supported by brushed aluminum poles to match the existing light posts in the area.  The number 1063 will be stenciled in white on the front and side of the awning in 8" garamond characters.  It was suggested that the possible use of planter boxes might enhance the entrance.

Approved.

ARB #40-2008

Jackie Pask of Acme Sign Company on behalf of Baywater Post Road Associates II, LLC

Merrill Lynch offices with 1020 Boston Post Road, CBD Zone

Proposing two signs, one on the front wall and one on the rear wall.

The applicant proposed a sign including an 18" high "Bull" logo and   8 1/2 " maximum height letters- Merrill Lynch of 1 1/2 " deep white painted metal components. The Board felt that a more centered appearance might be achieved if the logo, which is greater than the height allowed and was not deemed to be easily read against the brick background, could be deleted from the sign. The capital letters could then be increased to 10" high and the other letters proportionately. The representatives will bring this recommendation to their clients and if agreeable will go ahead with the sign as approved by the Board.

ARB #30-2008

VCA Darien Animal Hospital 1302 Post Road

Proposing a wall sign and a hanging sign.

The applicants did not appear, but submitted plans to replace the wall and pole signs at the site.  The Board had questions on the sand blasted background for the signs, the color, and the layout of the pole sign. The applicants are requested to return for further discussion of materials and composition of the signs.

Discussion of Oak Crest proposed multi-family housing project
Dave Keating provided the Board with copies of the elevations for a request to the Planning and Zoning Board for a zone change to allow for the development of 10 units of multi-family housing on a parcel of .9 acres.  The developer did not deem it necessary to appear before the ARB, however Mr. Keating felt it might be valuable for the Board to communicate to the P&Z its feelings on the aesthetics of the project.  The Board found the proposed plans to be inappropriate in size and proportion for the neighborhood.  The plans were found to be uninspired in design as well.  A letter will be sent to the Planning and Zoning Commission expressing criticism of the proposal.

Gregory Harmer, a neighbor of the proposed development, was present.

Approval of Minutes

September 16, 2008

The minutes were approved as submitted.

Other business

The Board discussed a draft presented by Marian Castell and Susan Lawrence to adopt some guidelines for future commercial development of the town. The recommendations met with general agreement.  Further discussion will follow.

Respectfully submitted,

Alison Hughes
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