Architectural Review Board Minutes

November 18, 2008

Page 3 of 3

ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW BOARD

ADOPTED MINUTES

NOVEMBER 18, 2008

Members Present:
Castell, Gadsden, Groppa, Lawrence, Macdonald


Staff Present:

Keating

1.
The 2009 Meeting Schedule was reviewed and adopted. Susan Lawrence stated she planned to add the names of members assigned to take minutes at each meeting.

2.
ARB #41-2008


Allen-O’Neill, Allen-O’Neill Drive/Noroton Avenue, R-1/3 Zone


Proposal to Redevelop

Mr. William Crosskey II, the architect, made a presentation of plans to develop the site replacing 53 existing units with 116 new units in 24 new buildings plus two existing houses which will remain. Extensive study of the neighborhood preceded the design of approximately 2500 square foot new buildings which will be have roofs of GAF Timberline shingles; Hardie cementicious clapboard siding, composite railings, columns, trims and fascias.  Colors of the various buildings will be the following Benjamin Moore colors:  300 305 (Yellow), 1070 1068 (Beige), 1621 1622 (Blue), 704 706 Green, 1321 1323 (Red). There is the hope of using Anderson 200 series vinyl clad wood windows. 

The board suggested an effort be made to reduce the density of the structures on Noroton Avenue near West Avenue and also a consideration of varying the style of the three “B” designs in a row in that area.

The board also requested there be sensitivity to the existing trees on the property- particularly preserving the “Gettysburg Oak” located near the monument.  If it is not possible to save that tree, an effort should be made to obtain another from the Gettysburg battlefield to plant on the site.  There is also an old Beech tree which probably cannot be saved.  The board suggested a new Beech be planted in the cul-de-sac. The board felt the lighting fixtures as presented were too large and asked that the lighting on the site be reduced (after a study of light levels on the surrounding streets to achieve a balance) and that the post lights be in the style of the new town standard. 

Kathy Rogers, who had lived on Elm Street, which borders the property, stated her objections to the scale and density of the development and the installation of sidewalks.  In general, the board is in favor of sidewalks as an improvement throughout town.  

The board congratulated Mr. Crosskey on his design of the housing, including the design of the open space, including the “green” at the entrance to the development.

3.
ARB #42-2008


Fred and Dolly’s Dry Cleaners


975 Boston Post Road, CBD Zone


Request for wall signs on front and back of building

Ms. Denise DiBiasi, tenant, and Mr. Dan Dolcetti, owner, presented plans for a sign of 6” plastic pin letters in burgundy with white highlights spelling “Cleaning Station.”  The board suggested the presented “ribbon” with “Fred & Dolly’s” be replaced with 4” pin letters without the ribbon. Approved as revised. 

4.
ARB #43-2008


Sherif Lawendy/Park Animal Hospital of Darien LLC


168 Noroton Avenue, SB Zone

Mr. Sherif Lawendy, owner, and Mr. Wilder Gleason, attorney, presented plans to remove a garage on the rear of the property and build a small addition (13’ x 19’) to the existing rear structure.  It was pointed out that parking will be on site and that the property will be landscaped to provide for 20% green coverage.

The board made several recommendations regarding improvements to be made to the plans presented.  The façade could have the second door centered under the above second floor window.  The addition might have a higher roof pitch to relate to the pitch of the roof on the main building.  The north façade could be improved at the second floor by removing the window in the center to allow for a higher roof pitch on the added structure and adding a window at  the west end (allowing light into the interior stairs).  Since the windows on the added structure are so high, the board suggested planting be included to cover most of the blank wall below.  If the pitched roof on the addition becomes a problem, the possibility of a flat roof with a painted railing was suggested as an option.

The colors presented were Benjamin Moore: Classic Burgundy (Red) and Montgomery White (Cream). The board suggested white trim, signage and details with the body of the building cream, and the shutters and details on the canopy in burgundy.  

The board requested the resubmission of improved designs for the building alterations and addition.

5.
Darien Green 320-330 Boston Post Road


Proposed Signage

Ms. Jackie Olschan, of SHG representing the owner, and Mr. Chris Adams of Adams/Ahern Sign Solutions, presented designs for two monument signs, one at the Boston Post Road entrance, and one at the Old Kings Highway North entrance to the property.  The materials are brick to match the brick of the buildings supporting light grey honed (not shiny) granite slabs with applied letters and stain brass plaques. The capstone and back stone for the address number will be a dark grey cast stone.  The board suggested dark green or dark bronze for applied letters- 4” high letters for the plaques and 6” high letters (the board would support a variance) for the address number and the “Darien Green” name of the property. The proposed setbacks from the sidewalks are 4’ on the Boston Post Road and 3’ from Old Kings Highway North. Lighting will be provided by shielded ground mounted spot fixtures in a duronotic bronze finish.  The board did not approve numbers on the Old Kings Highway North entrance sign since the numbers refer to the Boston Post Road address and would create confusion.  The board approved the revised design of the signs and will support the variance requests.
6.
ARB 45-2008


1500 Boston Post Road


Proposed ground sign and directional signs

Mr. John Massari of Accent Signs presented three options for two proposed ground signs on the Boston Post Road at the entrance and exits to the rear parking area of the building.

The board approved the third (logoless) design with the suggestion that rather than the entire sign being black on a white background, the 1500 and the lines could be in burgundy and the balance of the text in a medium/dark grey.

7.
Whole Foods Market, Ledge Road


Follow up regarding colors, materials and outside furnishings

Mr. David Ball, the architect, presented currently proposed colors, materials and exterior furnishings.  The roof shingles will be GAF architectural asphalt, the trim will be painted white, the base will be fieldstone, the new color proposed for the Hardie plank siding will be “weathered moss,” the windows will be Kawneer soft grey ( color: platinum ice) aluminum with cast grey (color: natural cedar) stone sills.  The exterior furnishings presented were of a very attractive contemporary design. Approved.

The mandated “standard” Darien bus stop was also presented, and given the board’s very positive reaction to the exterior furnishings presented by Mr. Ball, the board asked if he would design and present an improved, more stylish, design for the bus stop.  

8.
ARB #19-2008


Albert Orlando, Day Street Development Company


1015 Boston Post Road and 13 Grove Street


Proposed Amendments of prior ARB approval

Mr. Rudy Ridberg, the architect, presented revisions to his previously presented plans.  The new building ‘B’ will be 15” higher and the oval windows, as shown, will be louvered instead of glass, to allow for fresh air for the air conditioning system. The new drawings show a widow’s walk to conceal HVAC equipment, but Mr. Ridberg said this feature will no longer be necessary and should be disregarded. There were also minor door and window modifications, additional lighting on Grove Street, and opened gables at the East and West elevations.  The shutters will be true to match the width of the windows and with operable hardware.  The board asked that a shed canopy roof be added over the door on the East elevation and gable canopies be added over the doors on the West elevation. Approved (without the widow’s walk).

9.
Driftwood Diner, 71 Boston Post Road


New Sign for Darien Diner

The applicant was not present. The plan is to replace the existing Driftwood Diner sign with the same size sign to read Darien Diner. The board asked that the specific blue and burgundy colors be submitted. Approved.

10.
Approval of Minutes


October 21, 2008


Discussion of posting of minutes on Town web site

The minutes were approved as submitted and the board was notified that according to state regulations, any town government with a web site must post the minutes of town business within seven days of the meeting.  This will apply to the ARB going forward.

Respectfully submitted,

Tim Macdonald

