
 
Town of Darien 
Parks and Recreation 
Regular Meeting 
October 21, 2015                                                                                    Page 1 

TOWN OF DARIEN 
PARKS AND RECREATION 

REGULAR MEETING 
OCTOBER 21, 2015 

 
ATTENDANCE: Mary Flynn, Chair; Amy Doering, Susan Daly, Erika 
   Morris, Lorene Bora, Mary Louise Morgan.  
 
STAFF:  Pamela Gery, Parks and Recreation Director 
 
OTHERS:  Karen Hughan, Tree Conservancy of Darien; Cheryl Russell, 
   RTM 

CALL TO ORDER. 
 
Ms. Flynn called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  A quorum was present. 
 

APPROVE MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 9, 2015. 
 
The following corrections were noted: 
 
Page 1, under ATTENDANCE and forward: please change "Kevin Webb" to "Dennis 
Conetta”. 
 
Page 1, under OTHERS, please change "Karen Hugan" to "Karen Hughan" 
 
Page 2, under Discussion and Take Action on Tree Donation for Cherry Lawn Park: 
please change all references to "Ms. Murphy D'Andrea" to "Ms. D'Andrea". 
 
Page 2, paragraph 1, line 3:  please add "The Commission agreed to this proposal." 
 following the words "many they will receive."  
 
Page 2, under Discussion and Follow Up Report on DJST Program for Summer 
2015, paragraph, line 2: please change "they should considerable" to "they showed 
considerable" 
 
Page 3, subject heading; please change “DISCUSSION AND TAKE ACTION ON 
WEED BEACH 2 ARCHITECT INTERVIEW” to “DISCUSSION AND TAKE 
ACTION ON WEED BEACH 2 DESIGN FIRM INTERVIEW” 
 
Page 3, paragraph 2, line 3: please change “but they knew the project” to “but Weston 
and Sampson had studied the project” 
 
Page 3, MOTION: please change the following from: 
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 ** MR. IOLI MOVED TO RETAIN WESTON & SAMPSON AS THE  
ARCHITECT FOR THE WEED BEACH 2 PROJECT.  

 ** MS. MORGAN SECONDED. 
 ** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
To: 
 ** MR. IOLI MOVED TO RETAIN WESTON & SAMPSON AS THE  

DESIGN FIRM FOR THE WEED BEACH 2 PROJECT.  
 ** MS. MORGAN SECONDED. 
 ** MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 
Page 3, under Parks and Recreation Chairman, paragraph 1, line 2: please change  

“Parks and Recreation needs to do a full plan in the spring. They also discussed 
creating a town pool” to “The Parks and Recreation Commission needs to do a 
full plan in the spring. They also discussed developing a town pool.” 

 
Page 3, under Parks and Recreation Chairman, paragraph 1, line 5: please change  
 “a pool is a high priority.” To “a pool is one of the Commission’s priorities.” 
 
Page 4, under PUBLIC COMMENT, paragraph 1, line 2, please change “the Dillard  

property” to “the Diller property”.  
 

** MS. BORA MOVED THE SEPTEMBER 9, 2015 SPECIAL MEETING 
MINUTES AS CORRECTED. 
** MS. MORGAN SECONDED. 
** THE MOTION PASSED WITH THREE IN FAVOR (MORGAN, DOERING, 
AND BORA) AND TWO ABSTENTIONS (DALY AND MORRIS). 
 

DISCUSSION AND TAKE ACTION ON TREE CONSERVANCY DONATION 
FOR TILLEY PARK 
Guest: Karen Hughan 

 
DISCUSSION AND TAKE ACTION ON DILLER PROPERTY SURVEY 

 
Proposal Planting at Tilley Pond - Keith Barker Memorial - Living Gift 
Proposal Planting at Tilley Pond - Tree Conservancy of Darien.  
 
Ms. Hughan came forward to thank the Commission for the bench and reported that it 
had been installed.  She said that there was about $150 left over in the fund and asked 
about possibly planting a tree by the bench. 
 
Ms. Hughan then displayed a topographical map with the potential location of the 
plantings and an aerial view of Tilley Pond.  She gave a detailed description of the 
various trees and explained that most of the plantings near the pond would be low 
decorative trees.  Ms. Hughan said that she would like to do some succession plantings 
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and indicated where these would go. The biggest caliper of the trees that would be 
planted would be 3 inches, which means that the trees will need less watering during the 
next two years.  Trees with the larger root balls require more water.  She distributed two 
documents to the Commission members about this. (See attached). 
 
The discussion moved to potential signage for the memorial trees. The Commission has 
agreed to standardize the signage. It would be important to work with Ms. Morris 
regarding this.   
 
Ms. Hughan then displayed another topographical map and showed where she would like 
to plant some redbud trees and kousa dogwoods.  It would be good to have some non-
native trees among the total of 26 trees involved in the project.  
 
Ms. Flynn gave an update about the meeting with Mr. Ginsberg and the Town’s 
Environmental Officer. At that meeting, Mr. Ginsberg suggested that a new survey be 
done.  The Board of Education will need to be presented with a request to permit the 
survey because the BOE owns part of the parcel.   
 
Weston & Sampson will be asked to do a small amount of work in Diller to determine 
whether a pool would fit on the parcel, which is 5 1/2 acres with significant wetlands.  
Ms. Gery and Ms. Flynn will approach the BOS for funding for the survey.  The 
Commission will be requesting proposals from Redniss & Mead along with Weston & 
Sampson.  
 
Discussion followed about a number of issues such as parking, how accurate the previous 
survey is and the determination of what percentage of the property belongs to the Board 
of Education.   
 
Ms. Russell had a number of questions regarding the project.  Ms. Flynn explained that at 
this stage, the only item that was being considered was the updated survey.  
 
** MS. DALEY MOVED APPROVE THE TREE CONSERVANCY DONATION 
FOR TILLEY PARK  AND TO REQUEST FUNDS FOR A SURVEY AND A 
PRELIMINARY USE PLAN FOR THE DILLER PROPERTY.  
** MS. BORA SECONDED. 
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  
 

DISCUSSION AND TAKE ACTION ON NEW AND CAPITOL ITEMS FOR  
2016-2017 BUDGET. 

 
Ms. Gery presented her report. The basketball court needs to be addressed from a public 
safety point of view. There were questions about whether the basketball court would 
remain where it is once the Cherry Lawn Master Plan is completed. Discussion followed. 
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Ms. Gery pointed out that it would not be a total replacement, but a renovation, which 
should cost less than $50,000.  
 
The discussion then moved to a dock replacement at Cherry Lawn. It was suggested that 
it might be good to consider having a life line there since recently a child was knocked 
from the dock into the water by a dog.  
 
The fee for Pear Tree design was the next item considered, followed by the pond 
dredging at Tilley.  Ms. Gery said that it had been recommended the smaller pond should 
be dredged first and that she would check into the funding for this.  
 
Recreation software upgrade - Ms. Gery said that as an existing customer the upgrade 
would cost $16,000, but added that she was also looking into other software packages.   
 
The Commission agreed to include the sand for Pear Tree in the Capital Plan.  
 
DISCUSSION ON FOLLOW UP REPORT ON DJST PROGRAM FOR SUMMER 
 
Ms. Gery said that she had spoken with First Selectman Stevenson and others about the 
DJST program.  The DJST needs to come to the Parks and Recreation Commission for 
permission before the summer.  It was suggested that it would be good to have them 
come in November.  Ms. Gery pointed out that the DJST’s biggest issue was their storage 
needs. 

REPORTS 
Parks and Recreation Director 
 
Ms. Gery presented her report, which was included in the information packet.  Ms. Gery 
received a phone call from a great grandson of the Tilley family who donated the land for 
Tilley Park fifty years ago.  He would like to have a memorial placed in the park in honor 
of his great grandparents. She said that she would talk to Ms. Morris about this.   
 
Ms. Bora reported that the Weed Beach project was moving along and the survey is ready 
to roll. The representative from Weston & Sampson was present at the recent meeting 
about the project. Ms. Bora was asked to send the calendar out to the other members of 
the Parks Commission, so they could attend the public session.  Ms. Gery said the next 
meeting would be on November 10th.   
 
Ms. Gery said that First Selectman Stevenson had contacted her about the possibility of 
an employee health program.   
 
Bus trips are listed in the back of the brochure. She added that perhaps it would be good 
to combine the trips with some of the neighboring towns, like Norwalk.  
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Ms. Gery said that the last Weed Beach survey went out to the Weed Beach Committee 
and hopefully it will go live with Survey Monkey.  Hard copies will be available at 
various locations such as the library.  The discussion moved to the various pool options 
listed in the survey, which appeared to be confusing.  Ms. Gery noted down several 
suggestions.  
 
Parks & Recreation Chairman 
 
Ms. Flynn said that the Town Plan draft is almost completed.  The Plan is being handled 
in sections.  In the Parks and Recreation section, there is a list for the Parks Master Plan 
and a Town pool.  She encouraged everyone to review the plan online. The first draft is 
expected to be done by Christmas.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT. 
 
Ms. Russell said that the RTM meeting was scheduled for the coming week.  She 
suggested that the surveys be handed out to the RTM members. Ms. Flynn suggested that 
this issue be discussed with Sarah.  
 
Ms. Gery said that there had been a letter received about platform tennis courts.   
 
Ms. Daly thanked the Parks and Recreation Department for allowing the Boy Scouts to 
use Tilley Park for a recent event.   It was a wonderful event and everyone had a good 
time.  

ADJOURNMENT 
 
** MS. MORGAN MOVED TO ADJOURN. 
** MS. BORA SECONDED. 
** THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:02 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
S. L. Soltes 
Telesco Secretarial Services 


