
  
RECYCLING CENTER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

   
 

AGENDA 

DATE:  January 13, 2016 

TIME:  12:00pm 

LOCATION: Room 206 

 

12:00 Call to Order 

1. 12:01 Approve minutes from November 12, 2015 - attachment 

2. 12:03 Vote on 2016 Schedule - attachment 

3. 12:05 Clean Energy Communities Program / Energy Task Force 

a. All Things Green Fair Update 

i. Lightbulb Swap 

ii. Energy Audits - attachment 

iii. Educators 

b. Benchmarking Update 

4. 12:40 Marketing plan, outreach, and education  

5. 12:50 Recycling Center Updates 

Signs 

Recycling Grants – attachment 

6. 12:55 Recycling in schools and public buildings 

7. 12:59 Items to add for next agenda 

8. 1:00 Adjourn 

 

  



  
RECYCLING CENTER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

   
 

 

 

 

DRAFT 2016 MEETING SCHEDULE 

 
A regular meeting of the Recycling Center Advisory Committee is scheduled for the second 
Wednesday of each month at 12:00pm in Room 206 at the Darien Town Hall.   

January 13th 

February 10th 

March 9th 

April 13th 

May 13th 

June 8th 

July 13th 

August 10th 

September 14th 

October 12th 

November 9th 

December 14th 

 



RECYLCING CENTER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MINUTES- Meeting Date 09th Dec 2015 (Draft Copy) 

 
 
What will be Task Force’s name and can we come up with an acronym that makes sense? 
Darien  Advisory Task Force On Renewable, Sustainable, Clean, Green, Energy 
D A TF O R S C G E 
PRESENT: Craig Flaherty (Chair), Terry Gaffney, Mark Adiletta, Ed Gentile 
 
January meeting for benchmarking process 
Every other week telephone followup on progress 
Mark Adiletta- energy vendor contacts- fuel cell, photo-voltaics 
212-332-1312 
 
KEY PERSONNEL TO INVOLVE 
DANA LARSEN- DHS- art program- for potential art ideas for ‘All Things Green’ Festival 
JEREMY NELSON-DHS- Authentic Science Program 
JOHN ZAGRODSKY- BOF 
SUSAN CAMERON- P&Z 
OLIVE HAUSER- Social Services-publicize ‘needs-based’ qualification for free Energy Audit. 
JIM CAMERON- Channel 79 
JIM COGHLAN- Parks & Rec 
PAT D’ARENZO- DPW 
CINDY WILSON- DPW 
JUSTIN BEVIS- BOE 
MIKE LYNCH- BOE 
FIRE DEPARTMENT CHIEFS 
 
 
CONCEPT QUESTIONS 
ELECTRIC CAR CHARGERS (at RR Stations)- do they count against us??? 
KNOCKED DOWN BUILDINGS (Senior Center et al) consideration 
BOARD OF FINANCE- value-engineering on all maintenance considerations going forward 
BUILDING COMMITTEES- have an energy consultant on staff as part of planning process 

- Examine building specifications currently in place for BOE et al 
NATURAL GAS delivery development in town 
BOND UNDERWRITING- Mark Adiletta to juxtapose current value savings for money expended 
on long-term projects. 
TOWN GARAGE- John Zagrodsky BOF involvement 
POLICE BUILDING- Review Police Dep’t ‘grade’ on energy success 
 
Raffle- energy audit(s) 
Energy audit- Craig Flaherty 
 
Volunteer from Task Force to act as liaison with following entities: 
DPW- Pat D’Arenzo; Cindy Wilson 
BOE- Justin Bevis 
Parks & Rec- Jim Coughlin 
 



Fire Department 
Police Station 
Library 
Post 53 
Board of Education 
Pumping Stations 
Recycling Center 
Train Stations 
Town Hall 
Schools 
Senior Housing 
DHA- Senior Housing 
DHA- The Heights 
McGuane Field building 
Darien Nature Center 
Weed Beach 
Pear Tree Point Beach 
DPW Garage 
 
 
All Things Green Fair 
Bright Idea Grant- lightbulb exchange; Eversource will find wholesaler, send out mailers, and 
staff event 
Energy Audit educational 
Solar Power 
School vacation is over Apr 17th – Sunday April 24th is target date 
Mallory Arents- head of programming- need help in selecting vendors 

- Solar power 
- Energy efficient windows 
- Insulation 
- Children’s program (including flower planting) 
- Energy Audits 
- Geo thermal 
- Builders who build green 
- LEED certification firms 

Craig- Wilton contact on what vendor(s) to talk with 
 
Recycling 

- Paint 
- Mattresses 
- Haz Mat 
- Light bulbs / batteries 
- Clothing 

GRANT- put together outline for Selectman 



RECYLCING CENTER ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
MINUTES- Meeting Date 12th Nov 2015 (Draft Copy) 

 
PRESENT: Craig Flaherty (Chair), Terry Gaffney, Carolyn Bayne, Christine Lajaunie, Dan Dolcetti, 
Allison Stolar.  Guests: Natalia Sudyka- Assistant Marketing Coordinator-Energy Efficiency for 
EVERSOURCE ENERGY; Mike Lynch- BOE Facilities Manager (Justin Bevis is point man) Ken Coe- 
involved citizen. 
 
MINUTES FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS: A quorum present and Minutes from the September 
meeting having been previously distributed, a motion was made to approve the Minutes as 
written.  Motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
CLEAN ENERGY COMMUNITIES PROGRAM 
Municipal Pledge- Natalia Sudyka provided copies of pledge form the Town has agreed to for 
implementation of program (see attachment for specifics).  The Town pledges to: 

- Reduce municipal building energy consumption by 20% reduction by 2108 compared to 
baseline of 2010-11 Fiscal Year 

- ‘Benchmark’ all municipal buildings, working with Eversource and contractors 
- Provide municipal building energy consumption figures annually by the end of the first 

fiscal quarter of the following fiscal year 
- Create Municipal Action Plan (MAP) outlining path to energy consumption reduction 
- Purchase at least 20% of municipal building electricity from clean, renewable energy 

sources by 2018Reach out to community at large for energy reduction 
- Provide CEFIA documentation of its municipal clean energy purchases annually 
- Promote energy efficiency and clean, renewable technologies in the community 

 
Participation in, and successful completion would make town eligible for: 
Bright Ideas Grant- up to two (2) $10,000 grants/fiscal year to fund energy savings programs 
Renewable Clean Energy Supply Credits- CEFIA certified, every 100 points* accrued earns 1 
kilowatt hour (or equivalent) clean energy system. 
* See attached ‘Energize Connecticut’ attachment or visit www.energizect.com/communities 
 
BENCHMARKING TOWN MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS PROCESS  

- 1st step in the process; town must: 
o Identify appropriate Town personnel to be involved 
o Identify every Town building (including those taken down) and provide: 

 Year built (or destroyed- e.g.- former Hollow Tree School/Senior Center) 
 Purpose of building (including any re-purposing) 
 Square footage 
 Total energy use (includes electric, natural gas, propane, oil, solar, wind) 

- Eversource personnel will help verify specifics of process and measurement 
- Eversource will supply electric usage for 2010/11 and following fiscal years 
- Town scheduled to participate in Eversource’s ‘kick-off workshops’ in January 2016 

along with 9 other towns which will map out process, details, items of import etc. 
o  Workshops (2) are six hour sessions with breakfast beforehand, lunch midway 
o Both in January; (dates to be advised)- one ‘kick-off’, one ‘wrap-up’ 

- Technical assistance provided through ICF International as monitor with a ‘Check-In’ 
process- Bi-weekly calls- one hour  call including ICF Int’l, Task Force, Eversource, and 
Town officials (DPW, BOE, Parks&Rec, Library, Task Force personnel as appropriate) 

http://www.energizect.com/communities


- 6 months is anticipated time span for completion of benchmarking process.  Several 
towns have already gone through the process; Wilton, Stamford & Ridgefield seem to 
have done the best job 

o NB- We should contact these towns for advice 
  
Eversource’s key contact for project is: 

Natalia Sudyka- Assistant Marketing Coordinator- Energy Efficiency 
626 Glenbrook Road Stamford CT 06906 

 
Preliminary Work-  

- Schools- Michael Lynch noted Energy Star Program Manager in process and most school 
facilities already benchmarked by location, by meter number, by account number, 
water, sewer, propane, Natural Gas, oil bills.  two electric bills- supplier/distributor--- 
accounts audited as to type (45 vs 30),  eliminated meters not used ($45/month) 

- BOE (former Library) started 
 
Once work started, an actuarial audit of one building will be performed by engineer, and at 
second workshop engineer has a proposal on what to do 
  
3rd part is Municipal Action Plan- drafted by ICF based upon recommendations supplied by 
Town (sustainability approach acceptable)- Mircrosoft Word Program is at our disposal.  Look 
on line at Stamford Sustainability Group on line- 30 pages forwarded to Eversource- Wilton 
might have one as well.   
 
Points to keep in mind: 
 

- New Library vs Old Library (new construction AND re-purposing) 
- New Police Station 
- Former Senior Center knockdown 
- New Tokeneke School 
-  

Benchmarking opportunity to measure per sq ft townwide vs building by building 
Energy usage does take into account ‘degree days’ of each year 
 
 
Two facets to program: 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
RENEWABLES 
 
Energy Efficiency Board; Green Bank; Eversource and United; 

- Consider legislating Energy Efficiency Audit either prior to- or immediately after sale. 
- Vette vendors for a list of referral vendor partners 
- $99 cost as of 2014 for vendor 
-  

C-PACE- check to confirm if Darien is a C-PACE qualified town (Carolyn believes RTM has passed 
such a resolution) Bob.wall@ctcleanenergy.com 
BRIGHT IDEA GRANTS- ‘Energy Efficient Points’ data sheet passed out showing credit basis for 
accrual towards $10,000 grant monies.   Mailing, printing costs absorbed by Eversource. 
 Check progress of all towns at  www.ctdashboard.com 

mailto:Bob.wall@ctcleanenergy.com
http://www.ctdashboard.com/


- Can be used for light bulb swap, 4 LED’s for $10.00 
- Energy Audit availability 
- Workshops scheduled geared for specific market groups 
- Business workshops- large and small 
-  

Recycling initiatives currently in place that will qualify for consideration: 
‘All Things Green’ Fair 
MSW/Recycle Chart 
Paint 
Swap Shop 
Mattresses 
Clothing 
Metal 
Electronics 
Cardboard 
Logs- cut in smaller pieces for takeaway from street by town residents rather than carting back 
to Recycling Center. 
Boy Scout Tag Sale- 
 
EE SMARTS 
Capital Regional Education Council – will ‘teach the teachers’ from K- through 12 
 
GET WILTON TASK FORCE CONTACT AND PERMISSION TO VIEW DATA (SAME AS STAMFORD) 
 
CLEAN ENERGY SOURCES- GDF/SUEZ is currently a supplier- do we negotiate supplier or is it 
simply the supplier’s portfolio.  Believe Town is currently at 17% renewable resource supply. 
 
 
Utilize Town Department Heads 
DPW; Police; Fire Dep’ts; BOE; Library, EMS, Train Stations;  
 
Community Wide Engagement- Home Energy Solutions on Jayme Stevenson’s Home;  
 
ALL THINGS GREEN- a motion was made to authorize Terry Gaffney to submit an application for 
use of Town Hall Display Case from March 17th through April 30th in anticipation of Earth Day 
and Library Festival; motion seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
Due to time constraints, a motion was made to table all other points on the Agenda until next 
meeting; motion seconded and passed unanimously; meeting ended at 1:20 
 
Next meeting 09th December 12:00 Noon Room 206 Town Hall  
 
 
 
 
 



 DEEP Announces $60,000 in Grants for  

Municipal Recycling In Seven Communities Across the State 
Additional funds available under DEEP Recycling Incentive Grants Program 

Connecticut’s Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) today announced 

that seven communities are being awarded more than $60,000 in grants to enhance local waste 

reduction, reuse, and recycling programs.  

“Congratulations to these seven towns for advancing their municipal recycling systems and 

demonstrating a commitment to a 21st century materials management strategy.  These 

communities are taking advantage of DEEP’s resources to further reduce the volume of trash we 

dispose of, conserve natural resources, and find value in our waste stream” said DEEP 

Commissioner Robert Klee.   

Klee said these grants are made possible through DEEP’s Recycling Incentive Grants Program.  

Through his program, funding is available for municipalities with existing outstanding waste 

reduction and recycling programs (applications due on or before February 1, 2016) and for 

municipalities interested in implementing sustainable solid waste financing mechanisms or other 

waste reduction, reuse, and recycling initiatives.   

For more information and to access the Recycling Incentive Grants Request For Proposals and 

applications please visit www.ct.gov/deep/MuniRecyclingResources. 

 

The latest round of grants is being awarded to the following communities: 

Town of Branford - $6,000 

Branford implemented the third year of a Holiday Recycling Program aimed at educating 

residents on the importance of collecting the excess wrapping paper and gift waste for recycling.   

Town of Bridgewater - $3,990 

Bridgewater is applying grant funds towards a guard shed at the Town’s Recycling Facility 

which will allow for staff to provide recycling and reuse education and to monitor incoming 

loads and minimize contamination.  They will also be improving their town public space 

recycling with new recycling bins.   

Town of Columbia - $4,750 

Columbia is implementing a residential organics drop-off program at sites throughout the town 

and will provide workshops and educational outreach to encourage widespread participation.  

Remaining grant funds will be used to purchase and test green cleaning products for their 

municipal buildings.   

Town of Greenwich – $20,000  

http://www.ct.gov/deep/MuniRecyclingResources


Greenwich is applying grant funds towards Leaves: Nature’s Treasures, a school and community 

composting outreach and education program.  The program includes establishing onsite food 

scrap and leaf compost systems for schools and educating residents about the benefits of home 

composting. 

Town of Hebron – $6,000 

Hebron is implementing a recycling education campaign to increase residential participation and 

improve recycling rates at the transfer station. 

Town of Mansfield - $6,800 

Mansfield is implementing a Food Too Good to Waste program, modeled after a national 

program, in four schools to educate families about preventing food waste, proper food storage 

and preparation strategies, and buying and eating what is bought. 

Town of Ridgefield - $13,000 

Ridgefield is launching a residential organics drop-off program at the municipal recycling center.  

Funds are being used for kitchen collection containers, rental of a dumpster to keep food scraps 

separated and educational materials. 

These grants are the second round of funding DEEP has provided in recent months.  In August 

2015, DEEP announced $45,000 in recycling grants for seven communities. 

DEEP is focused on a 21st century materials management strategy that transforms the way 

Connecticut manages trash and recycling.  The goals are to reduce the volume of trash that must 

be disposed of by doubling the state’s recycling rate to 60% by 2024, and reclaiming more 

materials of value from the waste stream.  Through this approach we can reduce the 

environmental impacts and costs associated with waste disposal, conserve resources, and create 

new “green” jobs in our state.  

To learn more about these municipal waste reduction and recycling programs, please contact the 

municipal recycling coordinator by visiting the municipality’s website. 

For more information about DEEP’s waste reduction and recycling programs or funding 

opportunities, please visit www.ct.gov/deep/recycle or 

www.ct.gov/deep/MuniRecyclingResources. 

http://www.ct.gov/deep/recycle
http://www.ct.gov/deep/MuniRecyclingResources


May 2015          

Dear Norwalk Resident:

The City of Norwalk is a Clean Energy Community! Join the effort and reduce your energy bills 
with Home Energy SolutionsSM, an Energize Connecticut program brought to you by Eversource. 
Certified and insured contractors will evaluate your home’s energy performance and provide an 
average of $1,000 worth of energy-saving and weatherization services all for a co-pay of $99*. 

These services save participants an average of $250 a year, each year, in energy costs.

The Home Energy Solutions program is funded by a small charge on electric and natural gas 
bills. It’s your money, so take advantage and start saving! Call 877-WISE-USE (877-947-3873) to 
schedule your appointment with one of Norwalk’s Home Energy Solutions vendor partners: 

New England Smart Energy Group, LLC and Santa Energy, Inc. 

As a bonus, for every Norwalk resident that completes a Home Energy Solutions 
appointment by December 31, 2015, a $75 donation will be made to the

Mayor’s Student Engineering and Science Program at the Maritime Aquarium

Your participation in Energize Connecticut programs makes the City of Norwalk eligible for grants 
to implement smart energy projects and efforts.

CAMPAIGN KICK-OFF EVENT
Join your neighbors for refreshments and an informational session

WHEN: May 7, 2015 at 7:00 PM
WHERE: Community Room at Norwalk City Hall

Very truly yours,

Harry W. Rilling John Kydes 
Mayor of Norwalk Chairman, MEETF

*  99 fee for Eversource customers. Program availability and price is subject to change. Fee may be waived for income  
eligible residents

Energize Connecticut helps you save money and use clean energy. It is an initiative of the Energy Efficiency Fund, the Connecticut Green Bank, the State,  
and your local electric and gas utilities with funding from a charge on customer energy bills.


