Regular Meeting
of the
Planning, Zoning and Housing Committee (PZH)
of the
Representative Town Meeting (RTM)

DRAFT MINUTES

Date February 10, 2015

Time: 7:30 PM

Place: Room 119, Darien Town Hall

Present: Fred Conze (FC), Courtney Haidinger (CH), Ted Hawkins (TH), Joanne Hennessy (JH), James Howe (JH2),
Matt Jordan (MJ), Spencer Mclimurray (SM), John VanderKieft (JV), Rob Young (RY)

Absent: Elizabeth Bacon (EB), Caroline Bayne (CB), Joseph Cherico (JC), Joan Davis (JD), Nancy Downs (ND)

Guests: Jeremy Ginsburg (JG), Robert Maslan (RM)

Meeting called to order by PZH chairman, JH. JH asked JG to give an overview of PZ Budget, Town Plan of Conservation
and Development (TPCD) & Planning and Zoning Commission (PZC).
Budget Highlights:
e Administrative changes will lump all Fuel & Qil, Clerical & Advertising budgets of PZ, ZBA & EPC under
the PZ Department.
e Two Capital Projects include TPCD ($80,000) & Scanning and Digitizing all files (PZ & Building Dept.)
(5115,000).
e All other line items have gone up slightly from last FY for a total increase of 2.19%
There was general discussion on the budget regarding long-term plans for digitizing, GIS, and any pending litigation
(down from last FY). The Budget was accepted by PZH with no objections.
Town Plan Update:
e TPCD consultant, Planometrics, holds public meetings every 2" Tuesday of the month. Several of these
have been held to date which has produced the first booklet of a three-part study; Conservation, Future
Growth & Change and Infrastructure. The booklet is available on the Town website, www.darienct.gov.
The first draft of the TPCD is scheduled to ready in early 2016.
There was general discussion on the TPCD regarding funding for any necessary specialized studies, consultants,
demographics, etc., as well as any Board of Selectman (BOS) and PZ vision statements and public topics of concern to be
included in the TPCD. PZ is looking into any changes to the zoning regulations as part of the TPCD, (overlay zones, trees,
historic, Town character, etc). There was discussion regarding Town Ordinances; blight, noise, etc. JH encouraged all PZH
members to speak to their constituents and provide input to the TPCD.
PZ Commission:
e Kensett Properties is the primary application before the PZC.
There was general discussion of Kensett regarding “age-targeted” vs. “age-restricted”, the types of residents being
attracted to the development, affordable units and any involvement of the RTM/PZH regarding increases in school
population. JG completed his presentation and left the meeting.
Locust Hill, RTM Resolutions 15-6 and 15-7, (Former Knoebel Property):
JH gave a summary of the two resolutions. They include the acceptance (15-6) and discontinuance (15-7) of property to
and from the Town for the widening and narrowing of a street Right-Of-Way in order to make it a consistent 50 feet
wide in accordance with the regulations for the proposed development of six, age-restricted housing units (4-single
family, 2-two family) on the former Knoebel property. The two resolutions will result in a net gain of property to the
Town and a better intersection. RM gave a presentation with plot plans and photographs. There was favorable
discussion regarding the resolutions. PZH elected to go into Executive Session at 8:20 PM. They resumed at 8:23 PM. The
PZH voted to approve both resolutions, eight in favor with one abstention.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM, Rob Young, Clerk



