
Planning, Zoning and Housing Committee 
of the Darien, Connecticut RTM 

 
Regular Meeting Minutes  

 
 

Date:  March 3, 2010 
Place:  Darien Town Hall – Employee Lounge 
Present: Adelman, Bayne, Bacon, Bishko, Cleary, Fead, Guimond,  Hennessy, 

Magida, Miller, Olvany, van der Kieft (12)   
Absent:  Conologue, Marsten, Ness, Sini, Young (5) 
   
This was the Regular Meeting of the Planning, Zoning and Housing Committee chaired by John 
van der Kieft and called to order at approximately 8:05 PM 
 
Mr. Adelman made a Motion to add Agenda item to approve minutes of the 35 Leroy Study 
Group Sub-Committee meeting on – Feb. 24th 
Motion Passed Unanimously 
 
Mr. Bishko made a Motion to reverse the order of Agenda Items 3 (35 Leroy Ave. Sub-
Committee Report) & 4 (Proposed Tax Abatement Ordinance for Low & Moderate Income 
Housing) 
Motion Passed Unanimously 
 
Mr. Adelman made a Motion to approve 35 Leroy Study Group Sub-Committee Minutes of Feb. 
24th 
Motion Passed by all Sub-Committee members present 
 
The Chairman started the discussion on the proposed Affordable Housing Tax Abatement 
ordinance. Absent committee member Mr. Sini’s e-mail was read for the record (see attached) 
Chair commented on the Special Committee meeting with the P&Z Commission Chairman, Mr. 
Conze and the fact that the Courts may look favorably on the proposed Tax Abatement as an 
effort by the Town to promote new Affordable Housing 
The Chair also discussed other points reviewed at the Special Meeting 
 
Mr. Adelman indicated that he wanted the Board of Finance (BOF) to have Advisory role over a 
Tax Abatement application not Approval authority 
The entire Committee entered into an extended debate over BOF Advisor vs. Approval with 
many examples 
 
8:47 PM Mr. Guimond made a Motion to Approve the Proposed Tax Abatement as drafted. Mr. 
Bishko seconded the Motion       
Motion passed – 8 For; 4 Opposed 
 
Mr. Adelman specifically requested that the Chairman give a Minority position view of the 
proposed Tax Abatement (BOF Approval vs. Advisor) in the report to the full RTM when the 
proposed Ordinance goes to the floor 
Ms. Fead – Seconded 
The Chair agreed & stated that it was his standard practice to report the minority view     
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8:50 PM The Chairman introduced the 35 Leroy Study Group Sub-Committee and thanked the 
members for their hard work on the submitted report and the speed in which they performed their 
work 
Mr. Adelman, Sub-Committee Chairman read the Summary of the submitted report for the 
record (see attached) and made closing comments (see attached) 
 
Ms. Cleary, a member of the 35 Leroy Study Group Sub-Committee thanked Mr. Adelman for 
his hard work on the study report that was drafted 
 
Ms. Stevenson (BOS) was asked if the next phase of the BOS 35 Leroy Task Force was 
proceeding 
Ms. Stevenson stated that the Task Force which, she chaired, recommended to the BOS to 
proceed with Phase 2 of the (study) work. Phase 2 of the Task Force would entail engaging third-
party consultants, professionals and architects. It would be necessary to spend funds for the 
consultants and the members of the Task Force may change during Phase 2. 
 
The entire Committee entered into an extended debate on what to do with the Sub-Committee’s 
submitted report. The debate also involved options for the 35 Leroy property 
 
The question was asked “Who does Land Use Decisions within the Town of Darien?” 
The BOS, P&Z or the RTM? 
No conclusion was determined 
 
Members of the Sub-Committee had the opinion that the drafted report was part of the public 
domain. Some members of the Committee thought it should be an internal PZ&H report. It was 
also stated that the report was to be filed with the Town Clerk for posting to the Town Website 
 
It was agreed that the Committee would set another new meeting date for March 9th at 7:30 PM. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 10 PM. 
    
Respectfully submitted by Stephen P. Olvany, Acting Clerk  
 
Attachments 
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Stephen Olvany

From: John van der Kieft [jvanderkieft@snet.net]
Sent: Tuesday, March 02, 2010 5:05 PM
To: Carolyn Bayne; Cece Miller; Dana H. Fead; Diane Conologue; Frank Adelman; Frank 

Adelman; Jeffrey Marston; Joanne Hennessy; John Bishko; John Sini; Liz Bacon; MariLu 
Cleary; Martin Magida; Mary Guimond; Mary Ness; Rob Young; Stephen Olvany

Cc: John Sini
Subject: FW: Statement for PZ&H Committee meeting

 
Committee,

As John Sini will be unable to attend tomorrow night's meeting, due to business 
commitments, he has asked me to pass along his thoughts with regard to the proposed Tax 
Abatement Ordinance as expressed in the statement below.

John

Fellow PZ&H Committee Members:
I apologize for missing this evening's meeting due to a unavoidable business related 
conflict.  Since I cannot cast a vote in my absence, I wanted to share my view regarding 
the current version of the proposed tax abatement ordinance which now includes a provision
requiring formal Board of Finance approval in addition to formal approvals from the 
Representative Town Meeting, Board of Selectmen and the Planning and Zoning Commission.

I fully support the adoption of such an ordinance in Darien and encourage my fellow 
committee members to vote in favor of recommending the proposed ordinance to the entire 
RTM.

Darien's zoning laws already include zoning incentives for select affordable housing 
developments and also allow for certain residents to apply for property tax reductions. 
These two existing provisions set a precedent in this town for adopting tools which 
promote affordable housing and tax abatement for select developments and individuals 
within Darien.

If ultimately passed by the RTM, the Property Tax Abatement Ordinance will likely prove to
be a useful tool in Darien as it looks to foster appropriate affordable housing 
development within its borders.  With the required approvals of four key bodies of our 
town government, I am confident the ordinance will be applied to only desirable, 
conforming affordable housing projects, which could ultimately benefit the entire Darien 
community.
Lastly, as Chairman Conze disclosed at our previous PZ&H Committee meeting, the adoption 
of such an ordinance could be helpful to Darien as any future 8-30g related cases are 
argued and settled in the courts.

Thank you for your consideration in supporting the proposed ordinance.

Respectfully,
John Sini, Jr.
RTM, District 1










