Executive Summary

Date: September 7, 2016

To: Sarah Seelye, Moderator RTM
From: Kate Clarke Buch, Town Administrator
RE: Request for body cameras

At the August 8, 2016 meeting of the Board of Selectmen the board voted to request
a special appropriation for the purchase of body cameras for the Police Department.
It is expected that the Board of Finance will vote to recommend the request to the
Representative Town Meeting at the September 13" meeting of the Board of
Finance.

The Police Department had originally made the request for an appropriation during
the FY 17 budget process. At that time, the Board of Selectmen declined to fund the
request. The primary reasons were concem about the advance of technology, the
cost and a desire to see them in use in other departments.

The Chief presented his request again, with updated information regarding
technology and showing more widespread use of the technology. He was also able
to present specific instances where the technology could have been a useful tool for
our department. The cost of the program has not reduced significantly. The cost is
mainly in the annual storage fees for the data. While there is a possibility for state
funding, this request does not assume any will be received.

| am attaching a presentation that the Chief prepared regarding this request as well
as the Board of Selectmen’s resolution.



RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING SPECIAL APPROPRIATION FOR THE
PURCHASE OF BODY CAMERAS FOR THE DARIEN POLICE DEPARTMENT

WHEREAS, the Chief of Police has requested funding for body cameras and a data
retention system for the Police Department; and
WHEREAS, the State of Connecticut encourages the use of body cameras; and

WHEREAS, use of body cameras is considered to be a law enforcement best practice;
and

WHEREAS, after due consideration, the Board of Selectmen believes that this program
will benefit the department and the community; and

WHEREAS, funding will be required in the current fiscal year for operating costs of
$49,344 and capital expenses of $37,798;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town of Darien Board of
Selectmen hereby recommends a special appropriation totaling $87,142 to the Board of
Finance and Representative Town Meeting for this purpose.
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