Town of Darien
Representative Town Meeting Rules Committee
Special Meeting - 11-23-15
Minutes

Present: Sarah Seelye (M), Jim Patrick, Patti Bumgardner, Lois Schneider, Barbara Thorne, Ted Hawkins, Dennis Maroney, Frank Kemp,
Gary Swenson, Liz Bacon, Martha Banks

Absent: Joanne Hennessy, Seth Morton
Call to Order: Ms. Seelye called the meeting to order at 7:50 PM

Ms. Seelye opened up the item for the Special Meeting: the request for a change of committee for Mrs. Russell from Public Works to
Parks & Rec.

Mr. Patrick explained that there was a misunderstanding from his and Mrs. Russel’s conversation about her committee preferences and
he asked the Rules committee to change her assignment to Parks & Rec where she has been a long-time member.

The members then discussed the item.

The points in favor of the change:
e Supporting Mr. Patrick’s request due to his error
e The district had the same number of people on each committee

Concerns about the change:

e Every year several people are unhappy and we don’t change them. In another district, a long-serving member of the Education
Committee has been placed on another committee so if we make the change for one, there may be others that will request a
change.

e Several years ago, a request to change the assignment during the same rules committee meeting was turned down as the
assignment had been voted on.

e Setting a precedent for changing assighments opens up potential future issues.

e The Public Works Committee has a lot of work to do this year, would then have only 9 current members and Mrs. Russell can
make a good contribution to that committee with her years of RTM experience.

The question was called by Mr. Swenson. The motion to call the question was passed with only 3 members opposed so the discussion
was ended.

The motion to change Mrs. Russell’s committee assignment was voted on with 4 in favor (Swenson, Patrick, Kemp, Thorne), 6 opposed
(Bumgardner, Maroney, Bacon, Schneider, Banks, Hawkins), and 1 abstention (Seelye). Thus the change was not approved.

With the motion to adjourn the meeting made by Ms. Thorne and agreed to by all, the meeting was adjourned at 8:00PM.

Lois Schneider
Vice Chairman



