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Message from the First Selectman

Thank you for the opportunity to reflect on the Town of Darien’s
fiscal year 2013-14. As Darien’s First Selectman, I'm pleased to
provide you with this annual update on some of the activities, people
and projects that help sustain our unique, small New England town
quality of life.

As you look through this annual report you will see a sampling of the
work being done by our schools and each municipal department to
ensure that the needs of our residents and businesses are addressed
in a manner consistent with the guidelines that govern our town.

We are very fortunate to live in a community with many passionate
volunteers who are dedicated to supporting the facilities and
programs that serve all our residents and visitors.

Our schools continue to provide an outstanding quality education
for all students. The Darien Public Library, YMCA and the Darien
Arts Center, along with a host of other highly successful non-
profit organizations, remain important sources of education and
entertainment for all generations. Our parks continue to provide
lovely, safe environments for relaxation and exercise. The new

bathhouse, tennis, paddle tennis and playground facilities at Weed
Beach continue to provide wonderful opportunities for recreational
enjoyment year round. The new Mather Community Center at

Darien’s Town Hall opened in July 2014 and our Senior Program is

thriving in its new home.

I'm very pleased to share that activity in our Zoning and Building
Departments and the arrival of a wide variety of new shops and
restaurants to town is evidence that our local economy is strong and
the Town of Darien is financially sound. I'm also pleased to share that
the town acquired two long-desired properties that will provide for
future enhancements to Weed Beach and Holmes Elementary School.

As you read ahead, you will see why the Town of Darien continues to

be a wonderful town in which to live, work, plan and raise a family.

Jayme Stevenson

Chisore o Sborrom

First Selectman
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Beautification Commission

The Beautification Commission continued to focus on improving the
overall appearance of Darien; operate in an environmentally conscious
manner; and work on a collaborative basis with many other town
agencies and groups.

Adopt-a-Garden: The Adopt-a-Garden program offers local
merchants the opportunity to “adopt” 21 highly visible islands in
downtown locations and place signage in these gardens in recognition
of their participation. Sponsors include: Noroton Heights Shopping
Center; Complete Designs; Gardener’s Center and Florist; the Growing
Concern; Darien Board of Realtors; Kelly Associates Real Estate;
Foster’s Inc. Landscape Design; the Democratic Town Committee;
Urstadt Biddle Properties; Rowayton Seafood Restaurant; Paw

Prints Market; Richard Jones Landscaping; and The Water’s Edge

at Giovanni’s. Adopt-a-Garden was expanded recently to include
sponsorship offers to local families and friends wishing to establish
commemorative gardens in memory of a loved one. Two such gardens
were adopted during the past year by the families and friends of Amy
McCann and Varina Mason Steuert.

Berm Renovation: This project encompasses work done on the hilly
section on the south side (northbound tracks) of the Darien railroad station
on Squab Lane. The planting phase of the center section of the berm is
now complete. The Commission continues to monitor the area and arrange
for ongoing weeding and watering as necessary. The largest maintenance
issue at the berm is control of the bindweed and mile-a-minute, which
can rapidly overtake the hill unless monitored and controlled. The
Commission is evaluating the most effective, environmentally safe
weed control product to use to contain this problem.

In 2014, Penny Glassmeyer again arranged for water access at the Clock
Hill condominiums to ensure sufficient watering throughout the dry

summer months. Numerous grasses, perennials, flowering shrubs and

native plants were selected to be replanted at the berm and other public

spaces thanks to this generous gesture, effectively saving taxpayer dollars.

Cemetery Maintenance: Historically, the Beautification
Commission has maintained a few prominent historic cemeteries in
town by mowing, weeding, cleaning up debris and repairing fallen
tombstones, as needed. During the past year, a research study was
undertaken on the 23 cemeteries in Darien, in order to: document the
number of graves, as well as the dates of the earliest and latest stones;
identify the predominant families; and provide observations on the

overall condition of the sites and any maintenance they may need.

Cleanup Projects: The Beautification Commission and the Chamber
of Commerce worked jointly on spring cleanup activities held in late
April to coincide with Earth Day 2014. Nineteen volunteer groups
participated and accomplished a huge amount of work by cleaning up
the roadways, beaches, parks, downtown locations and train station
parking lots, and by weeding gardens and planting seasonal flowers.

Decorative Urns: The Commission maintains eight decorative urns
in the Noroton Heights area, one at Town Hall, and one at the Darien
Post Office. These urns are seasonally decorated with flowers that
coordinate with the hanging baskets in the spring and summer, and

with seasonal winter décor.

Donations: Generous donations of funds or manpower included:

 Ten Darien families responded to a request for donated plants, such
as small pines, grasses, and flowering shrubs and perennials, which
were transplanted in public gardens.

+ John Geiger, a landscaper from Westport who last year beautified
the Darien and Noroton Heights train stations by placing numerous
flower containers on the train track platforms, cleaned up and
replanted the stretch of overgrown land in Noroton Heights across
from Stop and Shop and bordering the train tracks.

» Will Haughey and employees of Tegu Toys continued to maintain
the northeast corner of Tokeneke Road and the Post Road, assist in
new plantings, and provide ongoing maintenance over the summer.

* Meg Collins coordinated more than 30 third grade students from the
Pear Tree Point School to raise several hundred dollars to purchase



perennial flowers and plant them at the front entrance of Town Hall
in May.

» Valley View Nurseries of South Salem, NY donated numerous
small conifers, spirea bushes and boxwoods, which were planted in
various Adopt-a-Garden spots in town.

* Rosemary Jordan and her Girl Scout troop conducted fundraising
and donated several hundred dollars worth of perennials, which they
planted at the garden in front of the Darien train station.

+ Susan De Rafelo donated her red king humbert canna lily.

* The Garden Club of Darien donated $100 for various projects.

Hanging Baskets: The Commission increased the number of baskets
hung from 78 in 2012-13 to 155 in 2013-14. The Commission also
extended the area of coverage in the downtown area ranging from

Tom Geary’s Art Studio to the Darien Library to the Noroton area
along the Post Road. The Commission also continued to add several
enhancements to the baskets, such as lining them in moss for improved
water maintenance, and increasing the size of the basket to sixteen
inches for aesthetic purposes. As in past years, white, sky blue,
magenta and pale pink flowers were used in the baskets.

Board of Education

Elementary Schools

Darien elementary schools continued to create learner-centered
instructional environments where students are inspired to learn,
share responsibility and encourage others. In-school enrichment
experiences, as well as field trips, enhanced the curriculum at each
grade. Schools took advantage of several town resources, including
the Darien Nature Center, the Historical Society, the Darien
Recycling Center and the rich history of Darien as fifth graders
toured the town.

Middlesex Middle School

Citizenship continued to be an ongoing goal of the Middlesex
community. The Student Council continued to help create awareness
of good citizenship and civic responsibility through fundraisers and
drives organized for the benefit of others in Darien and surrounding
communities. Events enabled students to donate to Operation Hope,
Americares, ALS Foundation, American Cancer Society, The Lost
Boys of Sudan, and other charitable organizations. Global Girls
Unite opened a chapter at Middlesex for students who want to make
a difference in the lives of children in Africa. Middlesex was one of
the top fundraising schools in the nation with regard to raising money
and awareness during the “Trick or Treat” program for UNICEF.

Eighth grade CMT Science scores continued to reflect students’
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hard work. Several students earned Presidential Physical Fitness

Awards, while the Camerata Singers and Jazz Band competed at the
Western Connecticut Regional competition and received superior
ratings. Students also participated in the National Geography Bee and
National Spelling Bee. Middlesex seventh graders participated in the
Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth Program, while jazz, choral
and orchestra students brought home numerous awards from the
Music in the Parks competition.

Eighth grade students spent two days in Boston to lay the foundation
for the Social Studies curriculum. Field trips were also taken to the
Museum of Natural History, the Norwalk Maritime Center, Long
Island Sound, the Sewage Treatment plant in Stamford, the Bronx
Zoo, Dance Asia performances, and science museums in New York
City. More than fifty club offerings enabled students to participate in
the Activity/Club program, which is built into the school day. Winter
and spring concerts spotlighted the efforts of students in the band,
chorus, and orchestra programs. The sports program continued to
involve a large number of students throughout the year.

(continued)
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Darien High School

The Art Program emphasizes the goals of creative thinking, skills
development, problem solving and the appreciation of art history. For
the seventh consecutive year, graphic design students created posters
for the Darien Chamber of Commerce’s Growing Green campaign

to encourage community recycling. Ceramic students made bowls

to support the Empty Bowls Project that raises awareness of hunger
and food security issues. In March, the Art Department held a show
at Darien Town Hall and the Darien Library, which showcased

the students’ progression from kindergarten through high school.
The Connecticut Association of School Arts Award was awarded

to a DHS senior for her excellence in the visual arts. Darien High
School students were also recipients of the Darien Kiwanis Award
for outstanding achievement in visual art and Art Department
Faculty Awards in drawing and painting, photography, global art and

ceramics.

English Department: Many ninth and tenth grade students

participated in the Poetry Out Loud program, with class champions

going on to compete in a school competition. Once again, DHS

students distinguished themselves on both the A.P. Language and
Composition and A.P. Literature and Composition tests.

Enrichment activities in the History Department included:

* The author of The Widow Spy spoke to World Studies, Law and
Government, and America Since ’45 classes about her experience
as a CIA spy in the Soviet Union during the Cold War. In October,
Chinese Exchange students from Shanghai visited World Studies
classes and representatives from Liberty in North Korea spoke to
classes about changing conditions for North Korean refugees.

* In November, several American History classes visited the
Metropolitan Museum of Art to reflect on romantic artists as part
of a unit on manifest destiny.

* In the fall, Western Civilization classes visited the Cathedral of
St. John the Divine and the Cloisters. In May, students went to
the Jewish Heritage Museum and the Intrepid Sea, Air and Space
Museum.

The China Exchange Program, now in its twelfth year, hosted students
from the Shanghai No. 3 Girls’ High School in the fall and sent a
delegation to Shanghai in April. Host families and the Darien community
greeted the Shanghai delegation at a number of social events.

The DHS delegation visited Shanghai, Xi’an and Beijing, staying with
host families from the Shanghai Girls’ School for the first two weeks
of the trip. While there they attended classes with their host sisters
and participated in several classes in Chinese culture. The group
again volunteered at the Dandelion School, a school for children of
migrant workers. Once back in Darien, China Exchange students
presented their reflections and the results of their independent study
work to an audience of parents, teachers and students who might be
interested in being part of the China Exchange in the future.

The Mathematics Department continued to have a significant number
of students enrolled in advanced placement mathematics courses, as
well as in the non-AP calculus course and the non-AP probability
and statistics course. Students’ performance on standardized math
tests continued to demonstrate the effectiveness of mathematics
teaching and learning. The AP exams in BC Calculus, AB Calculus,
and Statistics showed outstanding achievement with average scores
of 4.97, 4.85, and 4.33, respectively. One hundred percent of the



students taking these exams scored a 3 or higher, which is considered
a passing grade by the College Board.

Music Department: The DHS Band started the year with its annual
Band Camp rehearsals to prepare the “Blue Wave Band” for
performances at home football games. The Darien High School Jazz
Ensemble took first place at the Norwalk Jazz Festival and also hosted
their first jazz festival at DHS featuring ten jazz groups from area
high schools. The DHS Wind Ensemble was selected to be an honors
ensemble at the Connecticut Music Educators Association Conference
where they performed for music educators throughout the state.

The entire Music Department presented a Holiday Spectrum Concert
that featured a new format of all holiday music and was billed as
“our gift to the community.” The Small Ensemble Concert featured
student-led string ensembles, saxophone quartets, small jazz groups
and various vocal groups. Other performances included the Sweet
Jazz of Night, featuring the DHS and MMS Jazz Ensembles, and the
Chanticleer Youth Choral Festival, which featured four area high
school choruses in an all-day event held at DHS. The choral students
were coached by the members of the Grammy Award-winning
Chanticleer ensemble from San Francisco, with whom they performed
in the evening.

During the spring recess, the DHS Orchestra traveled to the Heritage
Music Festival in Washington D.C. where they competed with
ensembles from throughout the East Coast. The DHS Orchestra
received a Gold rating from the judges.

The DHS Physical Education and Health Departments continued to
instruct students on the benefits of engaging in a healthy lifestyle and
implementing a range of life-long activities that they can participate
in beyond their high school years. In addition, the Health Department
began utilizing speakers from The Center for Sexual Assault Crisis
Counseling and Education.

The DHS Athletic Program fielded 65 sports teams in 22 sports
including 34 varsity, twenty junior varsity and eleven freshman
programs. Nearly 80% of all Darien High School students competed
on at least one sports team. Great success was found on the field as
Blue Wave teams won seven FCIAC, seven CIAC State Class, and
three CIAC State Open championships.

The Science Department’s performance on standardized tests continued
to demonstrate the effectiveness of science teaching and learning. On the
AP tests in physics, chemistry, biology and environmental science,
95% of DHS students taking the test scored a 3 or above, 80% of the
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students scored a 4 or above, and almost half of all students taking

a science AP achieved a top score of 5. The SAT II subject tests in
biology, chemistry and physics demonstrated high achievement as
well, with average scores of 715, 709, and 633 respectively.

The department continued its partnership with the UConn Early
College Experience program, through which a majority of students
enrolled in either AP Physics or Honors Physics are earning up to
eight college credits.

The department has responded to growing student interest in biological

sciences by supporting the expansion of the recently formed Anatomy

Club where students at all grade levels have an opportunity for in-depth

study of vertebrate anatomy through dissection. The department

has also encouraged the expansion of the student-run International
(continued)
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Genetically Engineered Machine Club, which has established mentor

connections at Fairfield University and MIT.

The Special Education Department provided academic support and
instruction through the grade level Learning Centers, the CORE,
EXCEL and BRIDGE programs. The EXCEL program expanded
vocational experience opportunities for students with new work sites
at Person-to-Person, Reynolds Farm Nursery and the Darien Library,
along with community-based trips to the Darien Post Office and local
restaurants and shops.

The Technology and Engineering program consisted of twelve
different courses: Architecture 1 and 2, Drafting, Electronics, IDEA,
Independent Projects in Engineering, Principles of Engineering,
Systems of Technology 1 and 2, Wood Working 1 and 2, and
Applications of Physics. The addition of new technology, such as smart
boards and 3D printers, was exciting for students and teachers alike.

Business Department courses included Youth and the Law, Pre-Law
and Web Design. DHS has established a DECA Business Club to help
prepare emerging leaders and entrepreneurs in marketing, finance,
hospitality and management. DHS students will have multiple teams
competing in the National DECA Stock Market Game through which
they manage an investment portfolio via the Internet.

World Languages Department highlights included:

» After completing a video project in which they worked in groups
to write and produce an original three-episode TV show, French 5
students had their annual César awards (French Academy Awards)
at La Bretagne Restaurant in Stamford.

* French 4 students completed Le Petit Prince this spring and
celebrated this famous novel with a féte in which they brought
food, decorations or games that relate to or symbolize events or
characters from the story.

* Mandarin 4 students created their résumés in Chinese, which many
included in their college applications.

+ Students in AP Spanish and Spanish 5 exchanged ideas with peers
from around the world on their Darien to Darién blog, designed as
part of the district’s virtual bridge to the “original” Darién, located
in the dense rainforest of Panama. They generated discussion
topics in Spanish and posted their thoughts and original videos on
this international blog.

DHS Clubs and Activities

The Anatomy Club spent its third year learning about the intricacies
of comparative anatomy, as well as developing the first aquaponics
program in Connecticut public school history.

The Ballroom Dance Club debuted with students leading instruction
in how to dance the Salsa, Cha-Cha, and Lindy Hop.

Best Buddies coordinated activities and fundraisers to continue to
spread the club’s philosophy of inclusion for students with intellectual
and developmental disabilities.

The Class of 2014 successfully hosted their final dodge ball tournament
to bring participants and spectators together in a fun and competitive
way. The class also hosted a coat drive for Person-to-Person as their
volunteer project for the community. The culmination of the class
officers’ work was the senior prom held at the Italian Center in Stamford.

The Class of 2015 had two successful charity drives: a food drive
for Person-to-Person, which yielded approximately forty bags of
nonperishable goods; and a pet supplies drive, held in collaboration
with another DHS club, DAWG.



The Class of 2016 kicked off the year with a highly successful
Freshman-Sophomore Dance. In February and March, hundreds
of dollars were raised for Pennies for Patients, an organization
supporting leukemia and lymphoma research. By the start of final
exams, the Exam Survival Kit fundraiser was completed.

The Class of 2017 undertook several projects including contacting
many local stores for the holiday silent auction, selling candy canes
with Invisible Children, and selling pencils and other final exam
materials during exam week. Class members also volunteered at the
PAWS Animal Shelter in Norwalk.

The Community Council had a successful homecoming week with
different spirit days and a homecoming dance. Community Council
members also ran a Holiday Auction that raised $3,000 to purchase gift
cards that were donated to Darien Human Services. Students also worked
on a food and supplies drive that collected food items and household
cleaning supplies for Person-to-Person and Darien Human Services.

The Computer Club met weekly to collaborate, compete, and
ultimately improve members’ programming skills. The Club entered
the GE Computer Science Competition with a member submitting a
case study solution based on the arcade game — Tetris. DHS students
developed a logical solution that was 1000 times more effective than
the base case provided.

The Dance Team performed at the homecoming pep rally and
organized a successful Zumba fundraiser that benefitted the Locust
Performing Arts Studio’s scholarship fund.

The 2014 Dariannus yearbook club focused attention on a few of the
many members of the school community who inspire those around
them. Students in the club ranged far and wide to cover school events,
with assistance from staff members. The result was a 2013-2014
yearbook that blends innovative design with a unique look at what
makes DHS such an amazing place.

DHS Debate Team meetings were spent practicing mini-debates

and discussing current events, debate strategies and tournament
logistics. Highlights of the year included: attendance at regular
season tournaments and the state championship tournament in March;
hosting two tournaments; and having two team members participate
in the state finals in Wilton.

Through the Darien Animal Welfare Group (DAWG), five students
volunteered at the PAWS Animal Shelter in Norwalk. Duties
consisted of doing laundry, loading/emptying dishwashers, and
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socializing with the cats so they can eventually find a good home.

The group also volunteered at Greenwich’s local Adopt-A-Dog
event. Most notable was the annual Dog Walk fundraiser, which was
planned in conjunction with Support Our Soldiers. The money raised
was used to purchase needed items for military K9 units overseas.

Ecocitizens Club accomplishments included: receipt of a $2,000 grant
from Whole Foods to convert the grass-covered green roof above the
cafeteria to one planted with native plants; assessment of the DHS
campus using the National Wildlife Federation’s criteria for wildlife
habitat certification; an Earth Day presentation by the chair of the Darien
Recycling Center Advisory Committee; continued efforts to increase
single-stream recycling in the school community; and participation in
the Darien Land Trust’s St. Patrick’s Day event at Nielson’s Florist.

Embrace is a community of students who focus on the fostering of
positive self-images. Discussion topics included dealing with peer
pressure, intimidation, transitions, families, schoolwork, and other
life issues.

Members of the Ethnic Foods Club met regularly to give a short oral
presentation concerning the culture, food, and history of his or her
country and to bring in a traditional meal to share with others.

The Free Thinkers Club met on a weekly basis to discuss films and
subjects such as school bullying, immigration, existentialism and
absolute values.

(continued)
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The Garden Club continued to grow physically and metaphorically
with the goal to develop a garden that is designed and maintained
using sound ecological practices, from the way the food is grown,
harvested and prepared, to the recycling of waste back into the

earth. Activities and accomplishments included: cleanup of the DHS
courtyard; winter houseplant cultivation; a May plant sale that funds
all of the club’s activities; and maintenance of the five raised beds
and the memorial garden in the DHS courtyard.

The Gay Straight Alliance was active in and out of school. Activities
included a fundraiser in town as well as the creation of a banner with
signatures of allies from throughout the school community. GSA
members attended the annual True Colors Conference in March.

One hundred students participated in The Day of Silence, signing

a vow to remain silent all day.

The Global Connect Club expanded its work to include hosting guest
speakers from the Simply Smiles Organization, for which the club
raised money to help impoverished children on the CRST Sioux
Tribe Reservation in South Dakota and Oaxaca, Mexico.

DHS’s three publications, Neirad (print and online) and the Blue
Wave Sports Blog, enjoyed an ever-growing readership. Students
published ten online and six print issues of Neirad while the Sports
Blog posted content on almost a daily basis. The Columbia Scholastic
Press Association awarded Neirad its gold medal for journalistic
excellence for the second year in a row.

The Junior Engineering and Technical Society (JETS) participated

in the 2014 TEAMS competition — an intense scientific, engineering,
and mathematical problem-solving test taken over a four-hour period.
The DHS team was named “Best in State” based on its performance
on the test and qualified for the national competition.

The DHS Math Team finished tenth out of the 24 teams that
participated in the Fairfield County Mathematics League competition —
a performance that qualified the team to participate in the Connecticut
State Association of Mathematics League Competition. Two students
tied for the highest overall score for Darien High School.

The Model Congress Club, a blend of the Debate Club and Model UN
Club, prospered in its niche role as a club that examines American
politics. Club members attended Model Congresses hosted by Yale
University and Columbia University. Members won two awards for
“best bills” as well as five honorable mentions.

The Model United Nations Club met to discuss issues of international
importance. Club members participated in the Change the World
International Model UN Conference. Students researched and wrote
position papers on a range of topics, played the role of United Nations
delegates, and engaged in debate with delegates from other schools.
Among the more than 1,600 students at the conference, two DHS
students received honorable mentions for their efforts.

The Darien High School chapter of the National Honor Society
(NHS) inducted 64 new members in recognition of their demonstrated
excellence in character, leadership, service, and academics. Members
of NHS performed thousands of hours of volunteer service at various

local venues including: Safe Rides, Post 53, Person-to-Person, the
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Maritime Aquarium, Darien Book-Aid, Challenger Baseball league,
and town fire departments.

Students in the Quiz Bow! Team (formerly Challenge Team) practiced
weekly in preparation for tournaments held throughout the school
year. The DHS Quiz Bowl Team sent two teams to compete in the
tournament at Yale University, at which the top DHS team finished in
third place. Two teams also competed in a tournament in Scarsdale,
New York where the top DHS team finished sixth.

Support Our Soldiers Club (SOS) focuses its efforts around its goal
to support soldiers currently serving in our military and to honor past
veterans. Many of this year’s activities were centered on the veterans
from ATRIA (a senior living community in Darien), including
coordination of the video-taping of two ATRIA veterans for the
Veterans History Project associated with the Library of Congress.

In December, SOS club members helped Darien’s VFW by placing
nearly one thousand flags at the Spring Grove Cemetery for Wreaths
Across America. The spring highlight was the “Soldier Socks”
fundraiser, through which SOS joined with the DHS volleyball
teams to coordinate a volleyball game fundraiser, at which more than
$900 was raised to support paralyzed veterans. SOS partnered with
Darien Little League Cares to run the annual Memorial Day Troop
collection drive for toiletries, CDs and DVDs, food, magazines, etc.
In honor of Memorial Day, club members placed flags near the DHS
main entrance and joined with the Darien VFW and Monuments and
Ceremonies Commission to assist with the Memorial Day Parade.

The Technology/ Robotics Club worked on finishing a satellite before
the end of the school year in order to schedule a launch in the summer
of 2014.

Theatre 308’s year began in October with its first annual Haunted
House, for which teams of students designed and constructed a
haunted maze in the Little Theater and performed in various ghostly
and ghoulish roles. November saw a production of Shakespeare's
“Romeo and Juliet” and in March the production of “The Drowsy
Chaperone.” The year closed with two sold-out performances

of seven student-directed productions. In addition, substantial
improvements were made to the Scene Shop, Little Theater Black
Box performance space, and Drama classroom space.
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Building Department

Construction throughout Darien continued to be strong. Older
homes were raised to make way for new larger ones, including
cluster homes on West Avenue, high-end condos at Kensett, and
many other custom homes.

Builders have started to focus on energy efficiency due to changes
in code and strong customer demand. Builders are also getting back
into speculation of new residential homes, a sign of continuing
strength in the construction industry.

The Building Department is also seeing an increase in solar P.V.
installations on both residential and commercial properties, including
a large — 50 KW 200 panel — installation at Whole Foods. Allen
O’Neill’s final phase was winding down; all of the project’s buildings
are 2009 Energy Code compliant.

Although building permits were down 8% from last year, an overall
construction value of $145,353,300 reflects an increase of 12%

over last year’s already high value. During 2013-14, the Building
Department issued 811 building permits, 927 electrical permits,

400 plumbing permits, 1032 HVAC permits, 40 pool permits, 71
demolition permits, four fair permits, 289 certificates of occupancy
and 358 certificates of compliance. Forty-four new homes were built,
(up five over last year) with an average cost of $1,295,363.00, an
increase of 13.8% over 2012-13 year’s costs.

In a continuing effort to reduce paper, the Building Department
started to accept building permit plans in digital format. Department
officials continue to convert completed building plans to a digital
format to enhance the ease of access for owners and builders.

Darien Building Department 2013 - 2014

Number of Estimated
Permits Issued Construction Value

2012-2013 2013-2014 2012-2013 2013 -2014
New Dwellings 39 44 44,409,000 56,996,000
Residential 383 342 54,531,000 52,187,500
Add & alter
Commercial 65 61 18,019,000 7,475,000
All others 319 294 12,341,000 28,694,800
TOTALS: 806 741 $129,300,000 | $145,353,300




12 2013-2014 annual report www.darienct.gov

Advisory Commission
on Coastal Waters

The Advisory Commission on Coastal Waters provides advice on

issues related to sixteen miles of Darien’s beautiful coastline, seven
harbors, and moorings for more than 300 boats, as well as natural,
recreational and commercial shellfish beds.

Major projects carried out by the Commission in 2013-14 included:

* Monitoring the depth of the main channel of Darien Harbor for
sedimentation and recommending a formal program of periodic
measurements.

 Evaluating different ways of reducing boat speeding within Darien
harbors and coordinating with the Harbor Master on the placement
of “No Wake Zone” buoys.

» Researching the potential to install additional hazard markers on
various rock formations in Darien waters.

* Reviewing the potential to develop safety-training courses for
kayakers and paddle boarders.

» Developing, in cooperation with the Harbor Master and State
Aquaculture Division, a limited lease permit for a shellfish company
to use a portion of the coastal waters south of Nash Island, as well
as developing a town permit to allow limited commercial relay
harvesting of shellfish in Scott Cove.

* Arranging to have more than 60 bushels of clams deposited by a
commercial shell fisherman at the recreational shellfish beds off
Great Island and Contentment Island in exchange for the limited use
of 25 acres of Darien seabed for harvesting seed oysters.

The Depot

In its role as a youth center, the Depot offers a welcoming, relaxing,
judgment-free, and safe “home away from home,” while providing
opportunities for personal growth, leadership development and
community volunteering. As the designated Youth Services Bureau,
the Depot provides information about and referrals to social service
providers and works closely with Darien High School, Middlesex
Middle School, and the Darien Police Department.

The Depot is overseen by an Adult Advisory Board and a Student
Governing Board under the supervision of a program director and
part-time staff. The Adult Advisory Board focuses primarily on
fundraising, capital building projects and operations management.
The Student Governing Board is responsible for day-to-day
programming, creating and enforcing the rules of conduct, and

ongoing participation in community outreach.

Fiscal 2013-14 was an exciting and productive year. The Adult
Advisory Board organized several successful fundraisers. Functions
planned by students included themed dance parties, Band Nights, 8th
grade afternoons and movie nights, 7th grade themed movie nights,
car washes, ice cream socials, pancake breakfasts, and karaoke. The
Depot’s 4th, 5th, and 6th grade all-school parties, which take place
twice a year, were well attended.

The Depot is home to Safe Rides, Kids in Crisis Youth Corps,
Student League of Darien, “Shanley Time” for middle school boys,
YMCA-sponsored FunBusters/Life Skills, “Straight Talk” for adults,
Cop Shop, Cops & Kids Adventures, Girls Night Out, Citizen

Police Academy, Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD),




and the India Project, which was started by high school students.

Many students also do community service at the Depot, whether for
confirmation class, school or court-ordered. The Depot teen youth
center works hand-in-hand with the Kiwanis Club of Darien, Darien
Youth Commission, Y WCA Darien/Norwalk, the Community Fund
of Darien, and Darien Chamber of Commerce. The Depot is truly a
community center for the youth of Darien.

EMS Post 53

Post 53 is a volunteer, non-profit service utilizing highly trained and
state-certified Darien High School students, as well as adult advisors,
to deliver emergency medical service to Darien 24/7, 365 days a year.
Post 53 has provided more than 40 years of service and is recognized
both locally and nationally for its high quality pre-hospital emergency
care — considered one of the finest emergency ambulance services

in the United States. Emergency medical care in Darien is a team
effort, involving police, ambulance, and fire personnel — all working
together with the single goal of providing the highest possible level
of pre-hospital care for the town’s citizens. During fiscal 2013-2014,
Post 53 responded to more than 1,500 calls with an average response

time to a high priority call under six minutes.

When citizens call 911 for a medical emergency, they activate a
coordinated, tiered level of response. This includes the Darien Police
as trained First Responders and an Advanced EMT arriving in a fly
car, followed by one of the three fully staffed Post 53 ambulances.
In the case of motor vehicle accidents, one of Darien’s three fire
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departments will also respond in order to ensure scene safety and
provide extrication for injured patients. In potentially life-threatening
situations, Stamford EMS or Norwalk EMS paramedics are dispatched

simultaneously, arriving on-scene within minutes of a 911 call.

Training and excellence are the cornerstones of Post 53 with members
receiving weekly continuing education. Post 53 membership is highly
competitive, with 20 high school students selected from a large

group of applicants. Those selected receive 180 hours of training,
practice and testing to become certified at age 16 as EMTs. Adult
member Advanced EMTs receive an additional 80 hours of training
in assessment and patient treatments. Both the police and Post 53 are
equipped with automated external defibrillators (AEDs) which, when
applied early in some cases of cardiac arrest, can reverse a potentially
fatal heart rhythm. These AEDs have proved their value as an

important adjunct to Darien’s entire emergency response system.

Post 53 members certified by the American Heart Association teach
First Aid and CPR/AED training to police officers, firefighters, school
staff and community members. In addition, Post 53 provides stand-by
EMS coverage at athletic events and blood pressure screenings.
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Finance Department

The Finance Department once again received
the Certificate of Achievement for Excellence
in Financial Reporting from the Government
Finance Officers Association of the United
States and Canada. During fiscal 2013-14,
the department continued to work to improve
operations and implement new financial
standards as they are promulgated.

Office of the Tax Collector: The October
1, 2012 net Grand List collectible, after

all lawful additions, deductions and
corrections, totaled $116,283,168.97.
Collections amounted to $115,468,552.57.
Remaining uncollected at June 30, 2014 was
$814,616.40.

During fiscal 2013-14, a total of $792,425.94
in back taxes, $279,718.69 in delinquent
interest, and $1,766.00 in lien/fees were
collected. In June, liens were recorded on 61
properties with unpaid taxes.

G

Government Finance Officers Association

Certificate of

Achievement
for Excellence
in Financial
Reporting

Presented to

Town of Darien
Connecticut

For its Comprehensive Annual

tax. The office maintains sales and permits
information on 7,046 taxable real estate
parcels, establishes annual market values,
prorates assessments to 17,695 regular motor
vehicles and 2,800 supplemental motor
vehicles, and monitors the ever-changing
assessment list of more than 1,100 business
personal property taxpayers. The Assessor
audits 20-25 business personal property
accounts annually.

The Assessor’s Office updates exemption of
citizens who are eligible for tax relief due
to their status as a veteran, an emergency
service worker, an income-restricted senior
citizen and/or a citizen recognized as
having a disability through the Veterans
Administration or the Social Security
Administration. During the past fiscal year,
the office accepted income information
and processed tax relief for 126 Darien
households who received benefits on the

Financial Report state circuit breaker program.
Other collections received by the Tax for the Fiscal Year Ended
Collector were $3,377,443.40 for sewer The office also accepted 147 households
service charges and $106,070.67 in June 30, 2013 who received tax relief on the local option

delinquent interest and lien fees. In addition,
sewer assessment contract collections totaled
$700,446.39 for assessment charges and
$6,691.25 in delinquent interest and lien fees.

By B

Executive Director/CEQ

tax program. The local credit has income
limits of $43,100 (for single residents) and
$50,600 (for married couples). In addition
to these programs, the Assessor’s Office

processed nineteen homeowners who chose

Assessor’s Office: The Assessor’s Office

sets values on taxable and tax-exempt real

estate and personal property for the purposes of establishing the annual
Grand List, the basis for the collection of Darien’s local property

Property Levies and Collections —
Last Five Years

Fiscal Tax Rate Current Tax Percent of

Year in Mills Collections Taxes Collected
2009-10 11.37 97,948,335 99.30%

2010-11 11.74 101,356,769 99.40%

201112 12.20 105,978,443 99.40%

201213 12.68 110,978,907 99.60%

2013-14 13.17 115,468,552 99.30%

to defer their tax bills. The deferral option
has income limits at $63,100 (single) and
$70,600 (married).

Pursuant to the state mandate, the revaluation date of October 1,
2013 was implemented. This revaluation (equalization) update of all
values in the Town of Darien was a two-year effort in concert with

professional appraisers employed by the Tyler Company.

Over the past two years all of Darien’s residential and commercial
parcels were photographed, mailed data mailers to verify the details
of each parcel, and physically viewed by two certified appraisers.
The final reconciliation of all assessment data resulted in an overall
reduction in value of 7% compared to the 2008 revaluation. The
Board of Assessment Appeals completed their March hearings on
146 scheduled appointments.



Fire Marshal's Office

The Fire Marshal’s Office is responsible for protecting the public from
the destructive effects of fire through investigations, inspections, plan
reviews, and fire safety education programs. Fiscal 2013-14 activities
included:

Investigations:

» Two suspicious powder incidents at residences on South Trail and
Rainbow Circle.

* Structure fire in a residence on Hanson Road the night before
Thanksgiving.

» A broken sprinkler head at the Darien Library as a result of sub-zero
temperatures in January.

» Broken sprinkler piping in an apartment in the Tokeneke Center
building.

* Structure fire investigation at a residence on Hollow Tree Ridge
Road. The fire alarm system activated alerting the resident to an
attic fire.

» Lightning strikes at two residences during a storm in January
causing severe damage to the homes’ electrical systems, as well as
to electronics.

* Investigation of an apartment fire in a two-family home on West

Avenue and a large brush fire on Brush Island Road.

Special Inspections/Events/Projects:

» Fireworks for the Woodway Country Club show were inspected and
supervised. State regulations require the Fire Marshal’s Office be on
site from arrival of fireworks until cleanup at the end of the show,
with a full inspection of the set-up of the show to ensure compliance
with proper distances from the crowd and occupied buildings, as
well as compliance with the fireworks regulations.

* Inspection of rides and games for the Hindley Happening and the
Tokeneke School Big Pumpkin Fair. All rides were inspected with
the State Fire Marshal’s Office.

* The fire marshal and deputy fire marshal provided live fire training
in the proper use of a fire extinguisher at The Power Squadron’s
Flare Up.

» Worked with Middlesex School and Darien PD in conducting a lock
down drill.

Public Education Programs:

« Fire safety program for 25 children ranging from 3-7 years old at
The Little Gym summer camp.

 Created a fire evacuation plan for Genesee and Wyoming Railroad
and trained the staff.

* Installed smoke and carbon monoxide detectors for several elderly
residents in their homes.

» Hindley School kindergarteners, Royle and Tokeneke School ELP
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programs were taught basic fire safety procedures, and what a fire

fighter looks like in full turnout gear.

* Multiple programs were given to pre-school children who were
taught not to be afraid of a firefighter in full turnout gear, how to
“stop, drop and roll” if their clothing catches fire, how to escape
a fire by crawling under smoke, and the proper reasons for
calling 9-1-1.

» Conducted, in concert with the Depot and the Cops and Kids
program, a second successful smoke and carbon monoxide detector
giveaway program. Approximately two dozen carbon monoxide
detectors and three dozen smoke detectors were given to residents.

» Worked with the Police Department and EMS to conduct the first
successful Public Safety Day at the Noroton Presbyterian Church
pre-school. Approximately 200 kids from ages 2-5 were given
an overview on each of the emergency services, as well as fire

safety information.

Darien Fire Marshal's Office Activity

5

Activity 2011-2012 | 2012-2013 | 201

Blasting permits issued 15 4 6

Liquor permits signed 29 44 40
and certified

Fuel oil and L.P. gas tank 61 61 54
permits issued

Blasting site inspections 158 96 28

Fire reports filed with the 1454 1259 1262
State Fire Marshal

Public fire education programs 33 23 32

Amusement rides and 2 2 2
fairs inspected

Residential fires investigated 16 8 7

Commercial fires investigated 5 1 1

False alarm bills 203 220 196

Fire code inspections 319 189 192

3-2014
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Government Access
Television: TV79

Darien’s own government television station, TV79, provides live and
recorded coverage of public meetings, public affairs and community
events in C-Span style “gavel to gavel” coverage of meetings without
editing or commentary. Available to subscribers to Cablevision, the
station is staffed by volunteer and paid camera operators and producers
headed by station co-founders General Manager David Dever and

Program Director Jim Cameron.

Broadcasting from facilities in Town Hall, TV79 carries more than
450 hours of original programming each year. Meetings of the Board
of Selectmen, Board of Finance, Planning & Zoning Commission,
Zoning Board of Appeals, Environmental Protection Commission,
Representative Town Meeting, Board of Education, and Parks and

Recreation Commission are carried on a regular basis.

In addition, TV79 produces “Inside Town Hall,” a program where various
elected and appointed officials and town employees are interviewed
about their work, helping citizens better understand the workings of town
government. “Community Matters” features interviews of local non-profit
and civic leaders about their work. TV79 also provides tape-delayed
coverage of such town events as the Memorial Day Parade and
services, The Post 53 Food Fair, and the July 4th “Push — Pull Parade.”

TV79 offers viewers a free weekly e-mail program guide of upcoming
shows, which is available by sending one’s e-mail address to the
station. TV79 also maintains a Facebook page and Twitter account (@
DarienTV79) for updates on programming. In addition, selected TV79
programs are available “on demand” on the Town of Darien’s website.
Archives of all of TV79’s past programs are available for viewing at
the Darien Public Library.

TV79 is always seeking volunteers. For more information, contact:

channel79@darienct.gov

Harbor Master

The 2014 boating season was another great one for those who enjoy
being on the water in Darien, as there were no major weather issues!
The Harbor Master continues to have a fairly long wait list for
moorings in Darien Harbor, as average wait time has increased to
approximately three years. The primary reason for the increase has
been the successful implementation of a launch service by the Darien
Boat Club.

A primary concern continues to be the disregard of some boaters to the
“No Wake Zone” speed limit in several of Darien’s harbors. Boaters
are asked to pay attention to the zones, which begin in Darien Harbor
at the red and green buoys at the entrance into the harbor and continue
through and to the Rings End Bridge. There are also “No Wake” zones
at the entrance to Zeigler’s Cove and the channel by Fish Island. The
Harbor Master will be installing new “No Wake” buoys next season at
the entrance to Darien Harbor and in the main channel.

Health Department

The goal of the Health Department is to provide Darien residents with
timely and accurate responses to any questions or service requests
pertaining to environmental and public health. In addition to the flu
prevention program and partnering with other health entities, the
department inspects all food facilities and beauty salons, monitors
beach water, and responds to various health concerns raised by the
public. The Department website (darienhealth.com) contains guidance
and advice on many topics, including preparing for emergencies.

Beaches, Pools and Water Quality: The Health Department
collected water samples on a once-a-week basis at Pear Tree Point

and Weed Beaches from Memorial Day through Labor Day. The
purpose of the testing is to ensure that the water conforms to the public
health safety standards established by the Connecticut Department of
Public Health using bacteria counts as the indicator. The department
monitors rainfall amounts during the season and notifies the Parks



and Recreation Department to close the beaches for swimming when
more than one inch of rainfall occurs in a 24-hour period. This policy
is consistent with that of other communities along the shoreline. The
telephone HOTLINE (203-656-7323) provides up-to-date information
regarding the status of Darien beaches during the summer.

The Health Department has partnered with HarborWatch from
Westport in a water quality study of Holly Pond and Five Mile River.
This includes testing water from storm drain outlets and stream

flow surveying for potential illegal sewage discharges and other
sources of contamination. The department also has partnered with the
Westport/Weston and East Shore Health Districts in submitting a grant
application to fund a DNA source tracking study for bacteria entering
Long Island Sound. In Darien, the Goodwives River/Gorham’s Pond
and Pear Tree Point areas will be evaluated to identify precisely
whether the bacteria that impact these waters after rainfall are coming
from humans, wildlife, birds or just general urban runoff.

State laws consider private clubs and condominium associations with
swimming pools to be “public pools” and subject to annual permits
and inspection by the Health Department. In Darien, there are ten
different locations with a total of sixteen “public pools.” All facilities
were randomly inspected throughout the summer and found to be safe
and in generally excellent condition.

Flu Prevention Program: The Health Department offered two flu
clinics for the public, one in conjunction with the first annual health
fair held at the Darien Library and another at a “Vote & Vax” event
held at the Town Hall on Election Day. An on-line scheduler for flu
shots is available at the Health Department website providing residents
with the convenience of making an appointment with Darien’s

public health nurse. In 2013-14, 268 vaccinations were administered,

compared to 309 in the previous year.
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Food Protection Program: There are 140 permitted food service
establishments in Darien, ranging from elegant banquet facilities to
seasonal “snack bars” and school cafeterias. In 2013-14, the Health
Department conducted more than 400 inspections of these facilities
and issued “good,” “fair” or “poor” ratings at each inspection. This
information is available on the department’s website and should be
posted in a visible location within the facility. The office also inspects
temporary events that offer food to the public. A “food handler
training” seminar, intended to provide basic food safety knowledge

to workers in food service establishments, is now being held once a
month. A supplemental on-line food handler training course will soon
be available on the website and be offered in several foreign languages

Lyme Disease and Ticks: The Health Department continues

to accept ticks from residents for submission to the Connecticut
Agricultural Experiment Station for testing at no charge. In 2013-14,
67 “ticks” were submitted; seventeen were found to be positive. If the
lab determines the tick has not been engorged with blood, testing is not
done because Lyme Disease transmission could not have occurred. The
percentage of positive ticks found in Darien is consistent with findings
in neighboring communities. Free tick removal kits are available at
Health Department offices.

Public Health and Emergency Preparedness: The Health
Department continues to refine its approach to emergency response
and preparedness by evaluating and testing mass dispensing methods
and improving cooperative public health plans with surrounding
communities. An informational pamphlet, Restaurants and Food Safety
During Emergencies, has been developed to provide guidance for food
safety when the power goes out and addresses the donation of food to
emergency shelters

Rabies: The Health Department and Darien Animal Control
collaborate to collect and submit animals to the Connecticut State
Department of Public Health Laboratory for testing if there is a
possibility of human exposure to rabies. In 2013-14, 20 animals were
tested; no animal tested positive.

Radon: Free radon test kits were once again been made available

to Darien residents with advisory information on the risks posed by
radon. While three years of test results do not indicate any “hotspots”
or areas of concern in town, residents are advised to test their homes
during the heating season every few years.

Recreational Shellfishing: The Health Department issued 48 annual

permits for recreational shellfishing in 2013-14, compared to 51 the

previous year. Shellfishing rules and guidelines, as well as maps
(continued)
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of approved shellfishing areas, are provided to permit holders. The
telephone HOTLINE (203-838-9807) provides information regarding
any shellfish bed closures due to contaminated waters or excessive
precipitation.

Reportable llinesses: Reports from doctors’ offices and laboratories
are submitted to the public health nurse and follow-ups are conducted
as needed. This information is used to monitor any trends in reportable
diseases that may be occurring in the community. The top four
laboratory-confirmed reportable diseases for the past two years have
been:

¢ Influenza: 33 (53 reported in 2012-13)

* Chlamydia (and other STDs): 26 (13 in 2012-13)

* Lyme (and other tick diseases): 18 (15 in 2012-13)

* Hepatitis C: 12 (13 in 2012-13).

Salons: Due to the evolving nature of this service industry, the Health
Department updated previous health regulations pertaining to these
facilities. There are currently 25 permitted facilities in town; Health
Department personnel will inspect each at least twice a year.

Septic Systems and Private Wells: The Health Department follows
a detailed plan review and inspection process whenever homes with
septic systems and/or wells are built, remodeled or reconstructed.

In the past year, the Health Department performed soil testing to
determining site suitability for new or repaired septic systems at

50 sites, reviewed 58 engineered plans and issued permits for the
installation of 43 septic systems. Site evaluations for additions were
performed for 53 locations, while 29 well-drilling permits, many for
geothermal wells, were issued.

Unwanted Prescription Drug Disposal Program: In conjunction
with the Darien Police Department, a special drop-box for the
collection of unwanted drugs is now available to the public at all times

in the lobby of the Darien Police Station. The Police Department
monitors the box and transports the contents to Bridgeport for
incineration. Approximately 20 pounds of unwanted meds are
being collected every month, an initiative that provides for the
environmentally safe disposal of unwanted drugs and helps to keep
them out of the hands of those who may misuse them.

Human Services

During 2013-14, the Human Services Department continued meeting
its mission to provide a full range of community social programs to
promote the physical, emotional and economic wellbeing of all Darien
residents.Human Services provides information, referral and direct
assistance in many different areas, including financial support, how to
get help in the home for the elderly, how to understand the differences
between Medicare and Medicaid, selecting the “right” Medicare part
D plan, how to find help for a troubled child or an adult child with
mental health or drug related issues, and any other personal or family
issues. These and other services are provided in complete confidence
in the Human Service office in Town Hall, in a resident’s home (if
requested), over the phone or by e-mail. Human Services also will
extend office hours to meet with Darien residents before or after work.

The Back to School Program — a collaboration between Darien Human
Services, the Community Fund of Darien and the Darien Unit of the
Salvation Army — provides backpacks, school supplies and gift cards
for a new pair of sneakers to eligible Darien school children. This

past year, 144 Darien children were sent back to school with a new
backpack, new supplies and sneakers to help them start the year in the

best possible way.
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Through Darien Human Services and Person to Person, 154
Thanksgiving meals and 186 Christmas meals were provided to families
and individuals, while 151 children were provided with Christmas
gifts and toys. The provision of these gifts was made possible through
individual donations, the Community Fund of Darien, an annual gift
and toy drive by the Youth Commission and the Depot, the Darien
High School gift card drive and Darien Human Services’ funds.

During the year, Darien Human Services provided utility and fuel
assistance to 150 applicants through the state and federal Energy
Assistance Program, the Darien Fuel Bank, the Darien Unit of the
Salvation Army, Operation Fuel, the Community Fund of Darien and

Darien Human Services’ emergency funds.

The Household Goods Closet supplements Darien Human Service
clients’ food budgets. It is stocked with laundry soap, paper goods,
cleaning products, personal hygiene products, and other sundries
generously donated by individuals, or paid for by the Darien Unit of
the Salvation Army, Calvary Baptist Church and Human Services’
Gifts and Donations Fund. In fiscal 2013-2014, 3,461 household items
were provided to individuals and families.

Information Technology

Information Technology (IT) completed another successful year
delivering unsurpassed service to all end users in the community.
Because IT is shared with the Board of Education, the Town benefits
from the vast array of skills the department has to offer, from network
security to web development to phone system design. The focus of
the department was to create a solid infrastructure that would allow

a greater number of services to be available to the public, while
maintaining efficiency within Town Hall.

The completion of the new Mather Community Center was the major

accomplishment for IT in 2013-14. The department was instrumental
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in developing every aspect of this project — from wiring to security to
display systems to communications. IT continues to build on finished
projects, from providing new lab computers for the new computer lab,
to expanding wireless access throughout the building.

Information Technology continues to improve services within Town
Hall and throughout the community. Weed Beach saw an influx of
technology with a new television and surveillance system. Town Hall
received a wireless system upgrade, with new access points installed
throughout the building, thus enabling the system to be available

to everyone who steps foot in Town Hall. The delivery of new and
improved services will continue to be a focus of the department.

Darien Library

Darien Library was once again the most actively used public facility
in the community — a center of learning, entertainment, culture,
exploration and development. The relationship between the Town

of Darien and the Library is founded on its unique private-public
partnership with the Town funding the Library’s operating expenses
— including salaries and operating expenses — and Library trustees
overseeing an annual fund drive to buy books, movies, music,
computers, magazines, books on CD, information resources, and
programs. This arrangement allows the Library to anticipate and
respond quickly to the needs of its many users and sets an enviable
standard for quality of service and cost-effectiveness.

Statistics from the Connecticut State Library for 2013-14 show that
Darien Library was first in the state in circulation per capita, visits
per capita, and computer sessions per capita, and first in the number
of times items in the collection circulate per year. Nationally, Darien

(continued)
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Library has reputation for the quality and innovative range of its

customer service model. The staff is widely regarded as one of the
finest in the nation. Library Journal ranked Darien Library as a
four-star library for 2012-13, one of only four libraries in Connecticut
to earn that distinction.

Library staff and trustees made capital investments in the library
building and continued to offer and expand current services:

» The Library’s Board of Trustees allocated funds from the Library’s
endowment to several major projects, including installation of a full-
sized generator and an upgrade to the building’s geothermal system.

* Adult Programs included: “Meet the Author” events, monthly
Wednesday matinee films and weekly Friday night double features,
“One Book, One Community” town-wide reading program, “Meet
Us on Main Street” book talks, an adult summer reading program, a
short story discussion series, an annual poetry program, art exhibits
and receptions, concerts and special programs on local history, seed
saving, and college readiness.

* The Children’s Library opened the T|E|A Room, a mini-makerspace,
art studio, and learning lab for kids in grades 3 to 6. This new space
has increased tween STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art,
mathematics) programming at the Library, while also introducing
kids to 3D technology with the presence of a Makerbot printer in
the lab. In addition to story-times for children up to five-years-old,
the children’s librarians offered events for parents and caregivers
on emerging technologies, health and wellness, and literacy. The
summer reading theme was “Game on Darien,” which included
“Game Across America,” a memorable event for American Girl
enthusiasts. Guests learned about their favorite character’s period in

history and were treated to a
tea party complete with doll-
sized cookies.

e Darien teens enjoyed
weekly programs in the Teen
Lounge including: Monday
Movies, We Love Wednesday
crafts, Minecraft Thursday,
and Game On! Friday.

This year's teen summer
reading program focused

on technology, including a
popular M&M Camp (Lego
Mindstorms and Makerbot
3D prints). In addition, Darien
teens attended two Galley
Parties, Teen Read Week in
October and Teen Tech Week
in March. The Teen Advisory Board continued to be actively involved
in programming development.

Once again the Library stayed open until 10:30 p.m. during midterms
and final exams for Darien High School students, offering resources,
study space and evening snacks. The library offered young adults and
their parents a college prep course, as well as hosted a screening of
“Haze,” a film about the dangers of binge drinking for teens.

A major goal of Darien Library is to offer patrons the opportunity

to use the newest technologies. The Library offered a broad range of
technology for users, including eBook readers for an expanded eBook
collection, iPads, and children’s literacy iPads. Senior citizens and
those returning to the workforce particularly appreciate the individual
assistance they receive.

Monuments and Ceremonies
Commisssion

The Monuments and Ceremonies Commission is charged with
cataloguing and surveying public monuments, identifying their
maintenance needs, and promoting and organizing patriotic parades,
celebrations, anniversaries and special community events when
requested by the Board of Selectmen. Commission accomplishments
in 2013-14 included:

* In commemoration of the 12th anniversary of the tragedy of
September 11, the Commission held a ceremony and placed a
wreath and roses at the 9/11 Memorial located on the lawn behind
Middlesex Middle School. In attendance were town and state



www.darienct.gov annual report 2013-2014 21

cemetery ceremony thanks to the generosity of Darien’s Masonic
Club. Spearheaded by Commission member Terry Gaffney, last
year’s Memorial Day essay contest was continued. The middle
school and high school winners read their moving essays on the
meaning of Memorial Day as part of the cemetery ceremony.

» Three Girl Scouts began preliminary work on a photo/historical
inventory of Darien Town monuments.

* Prior to Memorial Day, a member of the Commission, Chick
Scribner, supervised the placement of flags by the Boy Scouts on
the graves of Darien veterans in Spring Grove Cemetery — an annual
event. Members of the Commission, with assistance of local veterans
and scouts, removed the flags after Flag Day in June.

Parks and Recreation

The Parks and Recreation Department is responsible for the care,
management and maintenance of thirteen Town park facilities
totaling approximately 210 acres. Darien’s parks system provides
for both active and passive recreation and includes play fields and
courts, nature preserves, and swimming and boating areas. Parks and
Recreation offers year-round recreational activities for children and
adults of all ages, while co-sponsoring special events.

A major upgrade to the tennis facilities at Weed Beach was completed.
Asphalt courts were removed and six new post tension concrete tennis
courts were added to the park. The new courts, which require less

maintenance, will provide residents with a wonderful tennis facility for

years to come.

officials, representatives of the Darien Police and Fire Departments,

. . . Registration for activities and use of facilities continued to grow.
other first responders, 9/11 family members and many local citizens. ] o .
. . L. . . Department staff responded to this demand by providing residents
* Linda Schwartz, Connecticut Commissioner of Veterans' Affairs, ) R ) . ]
. . with programs and activities including: tennis and paddle tennis
donated three honey locust Witness Tree saplings to replace the . .
. lessons; exercise boot camps for adults; fitness classes for children;
Gettysburg oak tree cut in error. She presented one to the Town

yoga classes for children and adults; instructional activities in
(continued)

of Darien, one to the Darien Police Department, and one to the
Housing Authority for The Heights site.

* Members of the Commission helped with Wreaths Across America
by selling wreath sponsorships on a volunteer basis prior to the
December event. They also helped with the wreath laying in the
Spring Grove Veterans’ Cemetery. Darien High School, Support
Our Soldiers, the Darien HS football team and members of the
DAR, CAR and VFW also solicited wreath sponsorships.

* Monuments and Ceremonies successfully organized a sub-
committee to run the Memorial Day Parade. The Commission
was responsible for the ceremony afterwards at the Spring Grove
Veterans’ Cemetery. Joe Gibaldi served as the speaker and the grand
marshal was Walter McCurdy. The Tudor Singers and Darien HS
Band performed. The Patriot Brass Ensemble played prior to the
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basketball, soccer, and baseball; piano and guitar lessons; karate; golf

lessons; American Red Cross swimming lessons; adult volleyball and
basketball; and boating safety courses.

Parks and Recreation also sponsored various sport, horsemanship,

and technology camps over the summer months as well as activities
during school vacations. The Department continued to provide movies
at Weed Beach over the summer months, as well as co-sponsor
activities such as the Darien Junior Sailing Program, the Cherry

Lawn Community Gardens, and events in cooperation with the Youth
Commission and the Darien Library.

Public use of online services continued to grow, as did registration for
programs and use of facilities. One of the largest increases in facility
use was that of the Weed Beach paddle tennis courts. Over the past
year residents were offered the ability to reserve a court from the
comfort of their homes or a mobile device. This new offering helped
fuel the greatest use of the paddle courts since they were opened more
than thirty years ago. The paddle hut is now a venue for party rentals
year-round. Program registration, paddle court reservations and the
sale of resident beach permits are a click away at: www.darienct.gov/
parkrec.

Park facility requests continue to be a source of high demand, thereby
increasing the need for administration and maintenance. Community
events hosted within Darien’s parks include: movies at Weed Beach,
Darien Collectors Car Show, Post 53 Food Fair, July 4th Push-n-Pull
Parade, DCA Halloween Parade, ITP Triathlon, Story Telling in the
Parks with the Darien Library, Tilley Pond Regatta, Concerts at Weed
Beach and the Darien Road Race. Parks and Recreation continued
cooperative use of tennis courts with Darien High School at both Weed
Beach and Cherry Lawn Park. Fields continue to be utilized by the
Darien Little League, Darien Babe Ruth, Darien Soccer Association
and Darien Junior Football League.

Public/private cooperative projects and/or donations and grants

initiated or completed in 2013-14 included:

* Benches, plantings and a fence at Baker Park: Eagle Scout Daniel
Stewart

* Trees and plants donated and installed at Cherry Lawn Park: Garden
Club of Darien

* Repair of a stone bridge at Cherry Lawn Park: Eagle Scout David
Ziga

* Clearing and development of trails, additional benches at Stony
Brook Park: Eagle Scout Andrew Fletcher

* Trail improvement at Woodland Park: Eagle Scout David Orner

+ Initiation of a bike rack: Eagle Scout project covering several parks

* Installation of an electric line and fountain at Cherry Lawn Park:
Cherry Lawn Community Gardens Committee

» United States Tennis Association grant for Weed Beach tennis courts

Planning and Zoning

The Darien Planning and Zoning Department provides staft support to
Darien’s Planning & Zoning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals,
Environmental Protection Commission and Architectural Review Board.

During fiscal 2013-14, the Planning and Zoning Commission

approved the following applications:

* Construction of a pavilion building (including concession stand,
ticket booth, and bathrooms) at the south end of the stadium field at
Darien High School;

* Additions/alterations to Noroton Presbyterian Church;

* Relocation of the Darien Housing Authority office to The Heights at
Darien;

+ Construction of a one-story addition to the rear of Palmer’s Market;

* A new building for Patriot Bank to replace Darien Golf Center on
Boston Post Road;

» Establishment of SoNo Bakery on Tokeneke Road;

+ Installation of synthetic turf fields at Darien High School.



Significant staff time was spent on site inspections of The Heights

at Darien, a project that included the demolition of 53 units and the
creation of 106 new deed-restricted affordable rental units within 24
apartment buildings. As of late June 2014, construction of the project
was nearly complete. Staff also assisted many property owners in
better understanding new, revised flood maps and the possible impacts
of new flood lines.

The Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) processed 55 applications in
2013-14, the second lowest number of applications processed in the
past eighteen years. Of those applications, 41 were granted; seven were
denied; three were granted/denied in part; and four were withdrawn.
Included were approvals for the reconstruction of the Tokeneke Club
clubhouse and bathhouse, and the expansion of Papa Joe’s restaurant
into the adjacent existing space.

The Environmental Protection Commission (EPC) - which
reviews proposed activities in and near inland wetlands and
watercourses and serves as the Darien’s Conservation Commission and
Flood and Erosion Control Board — approved 40 applications in 2013-
14 (the fewest in nearly 20 years), as well as a number of application
amendments. They EPC is also responsible for Darien’s inland
wetlands and watercourses map, which was officially updated on

May 7, 2014 to reflect modifications relative to 31 properties.

In 2013-14, the Architectural Review Board (ARB) reviewed 37
applications for signs, awnings, and fagade changes for commercial
buildings and multi-family structures. Applications included new
signage and/or awnings for: Amanda Smith Caterers, Post Modern
Home, Lobstercraft, At Home in the Heights, Pink Lemon Blue Lime,
Iris Spa and Nails, SoNo Baking Company, and the Center Street

Public House. New non-residential structures approved included
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additions to the Scout Cabin and the new pavilion at the Darien
High School.

Zoning Permits: A total of 550 zoning permits were acted upon

this past year — a decrease of 24 from fiscal 2012-13. Fifty-nine of
those permits were for new residences, either on a vacant lot or as
part of a “teardown.” As usual, requests for additions and alterations
to existing single-family residences were the most common permit
applied for by Darien residents. Included in this new construction was
the redevelopment of The Heights at Darien and Kensett. Planning
and Zoning continues to work on ensuring efficient reviews and
coordinating efforts with other departments to process requests in a
timely manner. The current goal is to act upon at least 45% of the
permits within three or fewer days. Department staff also reviews
above-ground fuel tanks, HVAC, and generator locations, ensuring that
they meet wetlands and zoning setbacks and coverage requirements.

Zoning Enforcement: Planning and Zoning is also responsible for
zoning enforcement. Recent complaints and violations pursued by
P&Z staff include: illegal commercial activity within residential zones,
construction site difficulties, wetlands violations, and boat storage.
Specific emphasis this year was placed on signage issues, especially
contractor and real estate signs.

Planning and Zoning staff continues to provide updated information
on Darien’s website: www.darienct.gov. The site now includes agendas
and meeting minutes of the four local land use boards, as well as
annual meeting schedules, which are updated as needed. Darien’s
zoning map and inland wetland and watercourses maps also have

been posted on the website, as have town regulations. Recently

added features include a weekly posting of the status of pending
zoning permits.
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Police Department

Fiscal 2013-14 saw a “changing of the guard” at the Darien Police
Department (PD). After 36 years of service, Fred Komm took a well-
deserved retirement in June 2013. His retirement saw Donald Anderson
promoted to captain, John Lawlor promoted to lieutenant and Thomas
“TJ” Whyte promoted to sergeant. Due to the retirement and the
resignation of one patrol officer, the PD was fortunate to bring on two

new, fully certified patrol officers.

Police Commission: The Darien Police Commission, which is
charged with oversight of the department, welcomed Tom Joyce to
replace Commissioner Bob Harrell. The Darien PD thanks Mr. Harrell

for his long and dedicated service.

Department Activity: During the year, Darien officers responded

to 17,546 calls for service, which included 24 burglaries, 65 motor
vehicle burglaries, 120 larcenies, four stolen vehicles and fourteen
criminal mischief incidents. Many of the motor vehicle burglaries
involved unlocked vehicles and the PD was proactive in its effort to
educate and remind residents to lock their cars. As “first responders” to
all medical incidents, officers responded to 1,280 calls for assistance.
Officers also responded to 1,289 burglar alarm activations, a reduction
of approximately 18% from 2012-13, and an indicator that the false
alarm ordinance is serving its intended purpose. Several notable
criminal incidents and/or arrests were recorded during the year,
including the recovery of seven of eight reportedly stolen BMWs and
the arrest of a local resident for the embezzlement of more than one

million dollars from a local charitable organization.

Bike Rack Project: The Police Department, in conjunction with
Darien Boy Scout Troop 35, the Darien Public Works Department,

and the Norwalk Transit District, completed a collaborative project
intended to reduce bike theft at the Darien and Noroton Heights Train
Stations. New bike racks, designed to encourage double locking

practices, were obtained through the Norwalk Transit District.
Volunteers from Darien Boy Scout Troop 35 installed the racks in
October, led by Life Scout Nicholas Cohen, who was pursuing the
rank of Eagle.

Technology: The Darien PD entered a new era in incident reporting/
records management via the rollout of a computerized “Field Based
Reporting” system that will bring about increased accuracy and
efficiency in required reporting and records management in the years

to come.

Traffic: Ensuring safe and efficient traffic flow remained a top priority.
The PD continued to work closely with the Department of Public Works
to identify streets and areas where improvements to safety and traffic
flow can be made. The State DOT added new and additional “low
bridge” signage and markings in the downtown area, which brought
about a significant reduction in large trucks striking the downtown
railroad bridge. Through DOT grant funding, the PD continued to
staff both “Click It Or Ticket” and interagency DWI enforcement
checkpoints. During the year, the Department investigated 536 motor
vehicle collisions, with 92 of the collisions resulting in injury. Nearly
4,000 motor vehicle stops were made, with officers issuing 1,960 traffic

infractions, 169 misdemeanor summonses and 487 written warnings.

School Resource Officer: Having completed its second full school
year, the School Resource Officer program has proven itself to be an
extremely valuable resource for the police, high school students and
Darien High School staff. The unqualified success of this endeavor,
currently staffed by Officer James Palmieri, is one that the PD is
extremely proud of and hopes to expand in years to come.

School Liaison Officer Program: This program, which was
implemented last year, has been, by all accounts, a highly successful




endeavor. Having individual officers assigned on a part-time basis

to individual schools has brought about an unprecedented level of
communication and interaction with students and staff. Each school
in Darien, including private schools, now has officers assigned as
their liaison.

Youth Activities: The Police Department had a successful year
engaging the youth of Darien. The “Cops and Kids Adventure”
program was a rousing success as officers and local youths partnered
together in activities that fostered positive relationships. Darien’s
youth detectives and officers held several well attended and received
events in conjunction with The Depot:

» The “Youth Police Academy,” which consisted of six weeks of

instruction and discussion concerning the activities/role of the police.

* “Cop Shop,” which was held once a month during the school year
with the Darien High School student governing board to encourage
a candid discussion between police officers and students on a wide
range of topics of mutual concern.

» “Straight Talk” at the Depot: Officers offered straightforward
insight and instruction on avoiding potentially dangerous and
destructive behavior.
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Public Works

Darien’s Department of Public Works (DPW) is responsible for
constructing and maintaining most of the town’s infrastructure of
buildings, streets, bridges, storm and sanitary sewers, the refuse
disposal area, recycling programs, two railroad stations and municipal
parking lots.

Public Works Management & Engineering: After 27 years as
director of public works, Robert Steeger retired and was replaced by
Edward L. Gentile Jr., P.E. A welcome addition to the DPW leadership
team, Mr. Gentile brings more than eleven years of municipal
engineering experience to the department, as well as private sector
engineering consulting and utility management experience.

Street Improvement Program: Work associated with the annual
street improvement program dominated the first quarter of 2013-14.
DPW employed an alternative method of road resurfacing, known as
“cape sealing,” through which cracks are sealed, asphalt coating is
placed on the immediate wearing surface of the road, stone aggregate
is rolled into the surface and, after a few days, excess stones are
vacuumed up and a slurry of asphalt and cement is poured in place.
Cape seals will provide good quality road surfaces at a cost that will
allow the DPW to stretch available funds and upgrade more miles

of paved surface each year. An additional 2.0 miles of roads were
resurfaced using the “traditional” mill and fill technique on Mechanic
Street, Leeuwarden Road, Leeuwarden Lane, Kerry Lane, Old Oak
Lane, Devonshire Drive, Victory Drive, Glenwood Drive, West Elm
Street and a portion of Chestnut Street.

Railroad Parking Lot Improvements: Rehabilitation of municipal
parking lots continued with the completion of the oldest portion of
the Leroy West lot, a project that included removal of the existing
pavement, recycling of the base, resurfacing and repainting of the

(continued)
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parking stalls. Work was completed over a weekend to minimize

commuter inconvenience.

Sidewalk Improvement Program: Each year funds are allocated
to replace sidewalks in poor condition. In lieu of a smaller annual
program, the DPW hopes to benefit from economies of scale by
using two years worth of funding for construction in fiscal 2014-15.
Replacement of the concrete sidewalk on the north side of the Boston
Post Road between Hollow Tree Ridge Road and Hampton Road is
planned under this program.

Capital Drainage Projects: West Avenue Drainage Project: Design
for this project has been placed on hold pending completion of Abbey
Road drainage project. The town may wish to consider providing
capacity for the design of a 50- year storm frequency event. Drainage
improvements are intended to alleviate flooding in flood prone areas
of Catherine Street, Kelsey Street, Moore Street, and West Avenue.
The proposed project includes drainage improvements on West Avenue
from Kelsey Street to the Noroton River. The upgraded drainage
system would intercept stormwater from the undersized system and
divert stormwater through a new conveyance on West Avenue directly
to the Noroton River. The proposed system, which will receive water
from a watershed exceeding 100 acres, will require a permit from the
Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection.

Abbey Road Drainage Project: This proposed project includes
drainage improvements on Devon Road, Intervale Road, Stanley Road,
Abbey Road, Holmes Avenue, Rose Lane, and Park Lane. The project
also includes easements through private properties on Devon Road,
Intervale Road, Rose Lane and Park Lane. Because Park Lane and
Rose Lane are private roads, easements from the road owners also

will be required. Environmental Protection Commission approval has
been granted for the project. Pending receipt of easements, bidding and
construction can begin.

Sewer Extensions: A sanitary sewer extension and pump station
upgrade at Kensett Lane that will serve some 100 upscale housing

units has been substantially completed. The Allen O’Neill Housing
Development (“The Heights”) sewer extension was completed in
2013-14.

Recycling Opportunities for Residents: The Recycling Center
Advisory Committee (RCAC) continued to evaluate the operation
of the transfer station and make recommendations to the Board of
Selectmen. The RCAC also continued to look for ways to increase
recycling rates and reduce the waste stream. Educational efforts
included guided tours of the Darien Transfer Station and Recycling
Center for every 3rd grader in town, as well as publication and
distribution of maps and flyers. The RCAC has instituted single
stream recycling at Town Hall and all schools have blue bins located
strategically in the buildings.

Recyclables accepted at the RDA include waste motor oil; wood chips;
leaves; logs; brush; construction and demolition debris; mixed paper;
newspaper; cardboard, glass, metal and plastic food containers; scrap
metals; automobile lead acid type and household batteries; and air
conditioners, dehumidifiers and freezers (CFC containing devices).
Residents are encouraged to take advantage of these expanded
services, which will divert more material from the solid waste stream,
reduce disposal costs, and increase recycling revenues.

* Single Stream Recycling: Darien began accepting “single stream
recyclables,” which allows residents to commingle bottles, cans,
plastics, newspaper, mixed paper, and cardboard. For a full list of
acceptable materials refer to the town website: www.darienct.gov

* Swap Shop: The swap shop continued to be a hub of activity
where residents donate and/or swap items such as furniture, books,
electronics, recreational equipment and sporting goods. The swap
shop is operated by volunteers and provides opportunities for residents

to reduce waste, thus saving the town money for waste disposal.




e Plastic Recycling: The DPW accepts plastic for recycling, including

oversized plastics which are collected in special and separate containers.

* Battery Recycling: A bin for alkaline battery disposal is located
inside the transfer station building. A separate bin for car batteries is
located next to the bin for alkaline batteries.

* Fluorescent Light Bulb Recycling: Compact fluorescent bulbs and

traditional long tube bulbs can be recycled inside the transfer station

building. Broken bulbs are not accepted.

* Electronics Recycling: Virtually all electronic devices including
computers, monitors, mice, printers, keyboards, external disc drives,
cables, televisions, VCR’s, DVD players, microwave ovens, toaster
ovens and vacuum cleaners, can be recycled at the Darien Transfer
Station free of charge. Functioning computers or other devices may
be delivered to the swap shop for reuse. This service is available
only to residential users of the transfer station.

e Textiles: Darien has expanded textile collections at the transfer
station/recycling center by adding additional collection bins, two
near the swap shop and two more at the transfer station building.

* Household Hazardous Waste Day: Darien’s annual household
hazardous waste day is conducted annually on the first Saturday in
June. This event enables Darien residents to safely and responsibly
dispose of household chemicals. A total of 425 household
(based on vehicle count) participated in the program in June
2014. During fiscal 2013-14, Darien residents were allowed to
participate in household hazardous waste days in Greenwich, New
Canaan, Norwalk, Stamford, Westport, Weston and Wilton. These
communities are also allowed to participate in Darien’s event.

Bulk Pickup: Residents are encouraged to utilize the Q-Alert system
to schedule appointments for the pickup of bulk items placed at edge
of public roadway. The program only takes place in the spring.

Customer Service: The DPW continued to rely heavily on Q-Alert
— a web-based customer service software package — to communicate
directly with the public on matters of importance and safety. Q-Alert
allows residents to submit work requests through Darien’s website,
offering 24/7 reporting capability and automated e-mail messages
whenever any action takes place with respect to their request.
Residents are encouraged to utilize this new tool by visiting www.
darienct.gov and clicking the “Citizen Work Requests” link.

Right of Way Mapping Program: The DPW is tasked with
determining ownership of trees, stone walls, drainage systems and
other roadside facilities on a continual basis. The DPW continues

to strive for complete and accurate mapping of public roadways
throughout the town. During 2013-14, Brookside Road was surveyed
from Overbrook Road to Boston Post Road.
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Other Programs: The DPW continues to be responsible for other

routine programs, including: Christmas tree pickup; street sweeping;
leaf pickup; spring bulk pickup; catch basin and drainage maintenance;
sidewalk replacement; tree replacement; grounds maintenance; opening
and closing of Gorham’s Pond fish ladder and tide gates; and building
maintenance. Snow removal and winter maintenance continued to be
the most visible task undertaken by the DPW. During the winter of
2014, DPW crews responded to 24 snow-related events, ranging from
storms that required the simple application of salt for deicing to full
blown, multi-day storms requiring overtime and all hands on deck.

Registrars of Voters

The Registrars of Voters are charged with registering new voters
and updating the records of existing voters. The registrars are also
responsible for training poll workers, including moderators who
receive state-authorized classroom training, as well as mandated
on-line computer training.

In 2013-14, the Registrars Office focused on providing all of Darien’s
registered voters with a polling location that provided unimpeded
access in light of the new security procedures at all town schools. This
process required relocating polls in four of Darien’s six voting districts.

(continued)
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It is expected that these new locations will remain unchanged until

the next federal census in 2020. Presently, voting in only one school,
Hindley, does not involve use of interior corridors or classrooms. The
relocation of the Holmes School poll to the Noroton Heights Fire
Department meeting area proved popular with voters and highlighted
the ability of various town groups to work together. There are now two
polls in the gymnasium at Town Hall and two polls at the 35 Leroy
Municipal Building, where the Board of Education’s meeting room is
utilized. This new setup provides in-district voting for three districts
and adjacent-district voting for the remaining districts. The new
locations also result in administrative efficiencies and cost savings.

Voter Registration Summary as of July 1, 2014 -
Town of Darien

District Democrat Republican Unaffiliated Other Total
1 289 1,199 593 4 2,085
2 318 966 702 13 1,999
3 380 895 643 3 1,921
4 385 913 641 7 1,946
5 474 883 700 4 2,061
6 384 924 704 7 2,019
Totals 2,230 5,780 3,983 38 12,031

Senior Center

The Darien Senior Center continued its mission of providing a full
range of activities and programs to nurture the physical, intellectual
emotional and social wellbeing of the Darien senior community at its
new Town Hall location, the Mather Center, which opened in July. All
participants are enjoying the benefits of its beautiful surroundings by
expanding programs, service and membership.

Health and wellness programs are now offered through a wider variety
of sources. For example, Stamford Hospital complimentary “Lunch and
Learns” are held monthly, as are Ridgefield VNA and Fairfield County
Visiting Nurse and Hospice activities. Also presenting programs monthly
are pharmacists from Walgreen’s and CT Pharmacy. The Center continues
its partnership with Fairfield University and Norwalk Community College.
The goal of all these programs is to create a more educated consumer
who gains an enhanced quality of life from learning about preventative
measures, as well as how to thrive with chronic conditions.

Exercise/Physical programs now include three sessions of ballet
(including a new beginners class), Tai Chi, Qigong, Feldenkrais
movement class; low impact aerobics; Sittercize Certified Rheumatoid
Arthritis group; two additional sitting classes; senior fitness;
Jazzercise Lite; yoga; Pickle Ball...and more to come.

Academic and intellectual pursuits include: writing class, short story
discussion group; contemporary issues forum; brain teasers and
twisters; current events discussion, reminiscence groups; historical
lecture series; Connecticut Humanities Series; computer classes;
Italian, French and Spanish classes; bridge (beginner, intermediate
and advanced levels); mahjong; and assorted card play.

Additional services include: monthly blood pressure clinics; Ask a Nurse
(new); Ask a Lawyer; a caregiver educational support group; flu shot
clinics; AARP driving courses; and National Health Care Decision Day
presentations. In the area of human services, the Center and staff work
closely to meet the changing needs of seniors and family caregivers.

The Center newsletter is available online at www.darienct.gov/

seniors, as well as at various locations in town.




Town Clerk

The Town Clerk maintains and preserves land and vital records for the
Town of Darien. During fiscal 2013-14, the number of recordings of
property sales, mortgages, releases, liens, etc. declined to 4,699 from a
total of 6,374 documents in 2012-13. In its role as the Registrars of Vital
Records, the Town Clerk’s Office issues and maintains birth, marriage
and death certificates. While most births occur in area hospitals, two
Darien home births were registered this fiscal year. During 2013-

14, the Town Clerk also worked with the Registrars of Voters on

the November 2013 municipal election. Of the 166 absentee ballots
issued by staff, 134 were turned over to the Registrars for counting.

Other functions of the Town Clerk’s Office include the registering of
trade names and notaries public. The Town Clerk also continues to issue,
electronically, a variety of DEEP sporting licenses, including for hunting,
fishing and trapping, as well as dog licenses, which Connecticut requires
annually for all dogs six months and older. New dogs are licensed
throughout the year, though State regulations dictate that license
renewals occur during June to avoid penalties. Working with the Police
Department’s animal control officer, 2,309 dog licenses were issued
to Darien residents during the year. The Town Clerk’s Office is the
repository for official meeting schedules and agendas for Darien’s boards
and commissions, including those of the Representative Town Meeting
(RTM), the town’s legislative body. In this role, the Clerk is responsible
for disseminating information to district and committee members. Among
the duties of the RTM are the approval of the Town budget, appropriation
and gift approvals in excess of $10,000, and updates to Darien’s
charter and code of ordinances. Highlights for 2013-14 included the
approval of monies for the purchase of Short Lane property and the
replacement of Darien’s Fire/EMS/Police radio system.

Town Treasurer

Year-end revenue for fiscal 2013-14 totaled $129,212.25 in the
General Fund and $142,588.64 in Total Town Funds. The past year
was extremely challenging due to interest rates dropping to as low as
nine basis points (9/100ths of 1%), thus minimizing interest income
on investments. Most of Darien’s funds are in low floating-rate money
market funds because of cash flow needs. Fortunately, the Town
Treasurer’s Office has been able to obtain higher rates on its fixed rate
CD’s with maturities between one and two years. These fixed rate funds
are used to invest part of the Darien’s Fund Balance, which is money
held in reserve and used primarily for emergencies or special needs.

Youth Commission

The Youth Commission provides social and recreational programs for a
wide age range of Darien youth through ongoing programs and one-time
events. TOPS (Teen Options) offers 20 social and recreations activities for
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middle school-aged students; more than 98% join the program annually.

During 2013-14, more than 1,150 public, private and home-schooled kids
participated in TOPS, which is virtually 100% reliant on parent volunteers
to run activities with Commission staff providing the necessary framework.

The Summer Camp and Middle School Summer Activity Programs
(MSSAP) served more than 325 young people in four different locations
during the summer of 2013. Staffing opportunities were provided for

26 high school and college aged students as camp counselors.

Additional single-time activities made possible by countless volunteers
and collaboration with Town departments and many other agencies
and organizations include: Halloween Window Painting Contest;
Community Movie/Darien Social Services Holiday Gift Drive; Annual
Arts Festival; Tilley Pond Model Boat Regatta; Family Concert Series
@ Weed Beach; movies-at-the-beach; and Sand Castle Contest. The
Youth Commission relies heavily on the coordination, collaboration
and cooperation of several agencies to make these activities possible.
2013-14 partners included Community Fund of Darien, the Darien
YMCA, the YWCA of Darien/Norwalk, and the Depot.

Human Services is another area members of the Youth Commission
are committed to, emphasizing positive youth development and the
general welfare of youth. The Youth Commission continued as the
umbrella organization for Darien Safe Rides, a program committed to
the safety and wellbeing of all of Darien’s high-school-aged youth.

The youth director served as co-chair of Darien’s thriving Youth Task
Force, which is committed to educating the public on the importance
of the 40 “developmental assets” in our youth. Agency partners and

members of the task force sponsored activities, programs and forums
on the importance of asset development in our young people, as well
as the risks of under-aged drinking. While the activities of the Darien
Youth Commission are varied, they all have a common goal: to help

Darien youth develop in a healthy, safe and vital manner.
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Auditor's Letter

g McGlad rey McGladrey LLP

Independent Auditor's Report

To the Members of the Board of Finance
Tawn of Darien
Darien, Connecticut

Report on the Financial Statements

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, each major fund
and the aggregate remaining fund information of the Town of Darien, Conneclicut (the “Town™) as of and
for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2014, and the related notes thereto which collectively comprise the
Town's basic financial statements as listed in the table of contents,

Management’'s Responsibility for the Financial Statements

Managemenl is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in
accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this includes
the design, implementation, and maintenance of intermal control relevant to the preparation and fair
presentation of financial staternents that are free from material misstaternent, whether due to fraud or
errar.

Auditor's Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express opinions on these financial statements based on our audil. We conducted
our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America and
the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Governmen! Auditing Standards, issued by the
Compliroller General of the United States. Those standards require that we plan and perform the audit to
obtain reazonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free of material mizstatement.

An audit involves performing proceduras to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures in
the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor's judgment, including the
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or
error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal contrel relevant to the Town's
preparalion and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audil procedures that are
appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of
the entity’s internal control. Accordingly, we express no such opinion. An audit also includes evaluating
the appropriatenass of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of significant accounting
estimates made by management, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial
stalemenls.

We believe that the audil evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for
our audit opinions.

Opinions

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all matenal respects, the
respective financial position of the governmental activities, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining
fund information of the Town of Darien, Connecticut as of June 30, 2014, and the respective changes in
financial position and, where applicable, cash flows thereof for the year then ended in accordance with
accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.
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Auditor's Letter (continued)

Other Matters
Required Supplementary Information

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the Management
Discussion and Analysis, the budgetary comparison information, the schedules of funding progress and
employer contributions, and the schedule of changes in the net pension liability (asset) and related ratios
be presented to supplement the basic financial statements, Such information, although not a part of the
basic financial statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting Standards Board who considers it
to be an essential part of financial reporting for placing the basic financial statements in an appropriate
operational, economic, or historical context, We have applied certain limited procedures to the required
supplementary information in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States
of America, which consisted of inquiries of management about the methods of preparing the information
and comparing the information for consistency with management's responses to our inquiries, the basic
financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during our audit of the basic financial statements.
We do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the information because the limited
procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express an opinion or provide any assurance.

Supplementary and QOther Information

Qur audit was conducted for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that collectively
comprise the Town's basic financial statements. The introductory section, the combining and individual
fund financial statements and other schedules and the statistical section are presented for purposes of
additional analysis and are not a required part of the basic financial statements.

The combining and individual fund financial statements and other schedules are the responsibility of
management and were derived from and relate directly to the underlying accounting and other records
used to prepare the basic financial statements. Such information has been subjected to the auditing
procedures applied in the audit of the basic financial statements and certain additional procedures,
including comparing and reconciling such information directly to the underlying accounting and other
records used to prepare the basic financial statements or to the basic financial statements themselves,
and other additional procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United
States of America. In our opinion, the combining and individual fund financial statements and other
schedules are fairly stated, in all material respects, in relation to the basic financial statements as a
whale.

The introductory and stalistical sections, as lisled in the table of contents, have not been subjected to the
auditing procedures applied in the audit of the basic financial staternents, and accordingly, we do not
BXPress an opinion or provide any assurance on them.

Other Reporting Required by Government Auditing Standards

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we have also issued our report dated December 15,
2014 on our consideration of the Town's internal control over financial reporting and on our tests of its
compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts, and grant agreements and other
matters. The purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal control over financial
reparting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide an opinion on internal contral
owver financial reporting or on compliance, That report is an integral part of an audit performed in
accordance with Government Auditing Standards in considering the Town's internal control over financial
reparting and compliance.

%&% e~

Mew Haven, Connecticut
December 15, 2014

Mambar of the REM Intemational network of Independent accoanting, Lax ard wnsulting firms,
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Required Supplementary Information (Unaudited)
Schedule of Revenues and Other Financing Sources - Budget And Actual - General Fund

{Non-GAAF Budgetary Basis)
For The Year Ended June 30, 2014

Variance With
Original Final Final
Budget Budget Actual Budget
Property Taxes:
Property taxes current 5 115650442 § 115650442 § 115533524 5 (116,918)
Property taxes prior 500,000 500,000 518 462 18,462
Suspense tax collections 1,000 1,000 4198 3,198
Telecommunication property tax 70,000 70,000 58,254 (11,748)
Interest and liens 350,000 350,000 523,535 173,535
Total property taxes 116,571 442 116,571,442 116,637,973 66,531
Licenses and Permits:
Tourist camp permits - - 100 100
Town clerks’ revenue 1.400,000 1,400,000 1,761,375 361,375
Building permits 1,000,000 1,000,000 1,385,030 385,030
Plumbing parmits 400 400 350 (50)
Heating permits 20,000 20,000 53,530 33,530
Electrical parmits 35,000 35,000 42,382 7.382
Other building permits 500 500 1,900 1,400
Amuzement/raffle/bazaar 400 400 35 (83)
Peddler and vendor's licenses 200 200 200 -
Pistol permits 2,000 2,000 5,970 3.970
Other non-business permits 500 500 385 (115}
Dog licenses 5,000 5,000 6,300 1,300
Fire Marghal's 7,500 7,500 9,468 1,968
Refuse disposal permits 270,000 270,000 289,620 19,620
Street opening permits 10,000 10,000 11,445 1,445
Food establishment 62,000 62,000 71,525 8.525
Pool permits 5,650 5,650 7.550 1,900
Salon permits 3,500 3,500 6,400 2,900
Private sewage disposals 28,000 28,000 36,325 B,325
Water supply permits 4,000 4,000 7.000 3,000
Other health permits 1,000 1,000 820 (180}
Total licenses and permits 2,855,650 2,855,650 3,697,988 842,338
Intergovernmental:
Capital improvement grant 109,397 109,397 110,587 1.190
State grant misc 40,000 40,000 152,560 112,560
Taxes on State-owned land 114,722 114,722 97.209 (17,513)
Pequot distribution 7.915 7,915 7.521 (394)
Disabled persons 100 100 186 a5
Circuit breaker 65,000 65,000 68,585 4,585
Elderly tax exemption 2,000 2,000 - (2,000}
Veterans' exemption 1,700 1,700 2,191 451

{Continuad)
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Required Supplementary Information (Unaudited)

Schedule of Revenues and Other Financing Sources - Budget And Actual - General Fund
{Non-GAAF Budgetary Basis) (Continued)

For The Year Ended June 30, 2014

Variance With
Original Final Final
Budget Budget Actual Budget
Intergovernmental:

Court fines 5 24000 5 24000 3% 55653 % 31,653
Infrastructure - Town AId/LOCIP 166,082 166,082 217,372 51,290
Emergency Storm Damage - - 87,368 87,368

State school reimbursement 241,948 241,846 241,946 -
Education cost-sharing grant 1,616,006 1,616,006 1,651,109 35,103
Tranzportation 324 324 289 (35)
Total intergovernmental 2,389,192 2,389,192 2,693,576 304,384

Charges for Services:

Channel 78 fees 1,200 1,200 BaS (355)
Sale of codes, regulations, efc. 1,000 1,000 1,166 166
ARE fees 1,500 1,500 1,226 (274)
GIS Fees 100 100 - (100)
Planning and zoning application 51,352 51,352 66,050 14 698
ZBA application fees 16,610 16,610 16,008 (602)
EPC fees 14,402 14,402 20,369 5,967
Other charges 10,000 10,000 24 161 14,161
Fingerprinting fee 1,200 1,200 1,840 G40
Service for Sewer 55,000 55,000 55,800 800
Frean Dumping fee 6,000 6,000 5,835 (185)
Refuse fee 450,000 490,000 459,174 (20.826)

Service for parking 85,014 85,014 85014 -
Parking vouchers 19,000 19,000 21,662 2,662
Parking permits 165,000 165,000 141, B63 (23.137)
Senior Center Food Program 26,061 26,061 23,353 {2,708)
Senior Center Program Revenue 14,025 14,025 10,255 (3,770
Youth Commission fee 203,220 203,220 183,095 {20.125)
Beach parking permits 275,000 275,000 258,720 (16,280)
Boat permits B.000 8,000 5,885 {1.115)
Paddle court 37,890 37,880 60,986 23,096
Parks and Recreation other fees 125,000 125,000 124,931 (68)
Park Facility permit 17,000 17,000 19,745 2,745
Tennis court 500 500 315 (185)
Total charges for services 1,624,074 1,624,074 1,599,298 (24,776)

(Continued)
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Required Supplementary Information (Unauwdited)

Schedule of Revenues and Other Financing Sources - Budget And Actual - General Fund
(Non-GAAP Budgetary Basis) (Continued)

For The Year Ended June 30, 2014

Variance With
Original Firal Fimal
Budget Budget Actual Budget
Fines and forfeits 3 28000 S 28,000 % 23020 S {4,980)
Investment Income 150,000 150,000 129,212 (20,788)
Miscellaneous:
Metro mobile rent 120,000 120,000 139,876 16,876
Misc. ather revenue 10,000 10,000 13,506 3,506
Coin operated xerox 16,000 16,000 18,315 3215
Sale of compost 5,000 8,000 11,289 3,289
Sale of recyclables 20,000 20,000 35,374 15,374
Sale of scrap metal 60,000 0,000 49 464 (10,536)
Rent-Town Hall 25,000 25,000 45,997 20,997
Rent Community Fund 4 625 4,625 4,993 368
Commission on Aging 50,763 50,763 53,067 2,304
Faddle Court Rent 20,000 20,000 1,750 (18,250)
Insurance recoveries - - 48,608 48,608
Total miscellaneous 334 388 334 388 423239 88,851
Total revenues 123 952 746 123,852,746 125,204,308 1,251 580
Other Financing Sources:
Transfers in:
Sewer Assessment Fund 550,000 550,000 550,000
Sewer Operating Funds 53,807 53,807 53,807 -
Cther Funds 35,000 35,000 33,786 {1,214}
Total transfers in 638,807 638,807 637,593 {1.214)
Total other financing sources 1,738,807 3,132 807 637,693 (2,495 214)
Total revenues and other
financing sources $ 125691553 % 12?,0&5.553 125841800 S 51 243.654;

Budgetary revenues are different than GAAP revenues because

State of Connecticut on-behall contributions to the Connecticut State
Teachers' Retirement System for Town teachers are not budgeted. 10,042,000

The Board of Education does not budget for certain intergovernmental
grants which are credited against expenditures for budgetary reporting.
These amounts are recorded as revenues and expenditures for
financial reporting purposes. 2,002,352

Total revenues and other financing sources as reported
on the statement of revenues, expenditures and changes
in fund balances - governmental funds - Exhibit IV § 137,886,281
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Schedule of Expenditures And Other Financing Uses - Budget And Actual - General Fund

(Mon-GAAP Budgetary Basis)
For the Year Ended June 30, 2014

Financials

Variance With

Original Final Final
Budget Budget Actual Budget
General Government:
Selectmen's office 5 187,134 188,848 186807 5 2,042
Administrative Officer 359,732 358,732 243 544 16,188
Human Resourcas 145,385 147 967 145 873 2,004
RTM 2,300 2,300 1,945 355
Financial manageamani 405 104 405 104 398 B39 B 265
Treasurer 23,008 23,804 23728 76
Board of Finance 31,000 126,165 126,165 -
Tax Assessor 289,199 292749 289,993 2,756
Tax Collector 245128 246 701 245 638 1,063
Legal services 518,398 566,168 566,166 2
Town Clerk 291,890 292 825 288,163 4,462
Registrar of Volers BB 324 B9 262 83028 6,234
Information Services 203,579 293,579 280,050 13,529
Elections 30,500 31,484 31,081 433
Probate court 7,400 7,400 6,721 679
Total general government 2817173 3073885 37,711 56,178
Community Environment:
Development Planning 551,945 550,423 555,103 4,320
Planning and Zoning 9 364 11,328 11,242 B7
Zoning Appeals 9,315 7,263 6,998 265
Environmental Protection 5420 4 447 4187 250
Regional Planning 7,003 7,003 7,003 -
Beautification 26,000 26,000 26,000 -
Celebrations and observances 10,250 10,250 7,600 2,650
Harbor Master 1,500 1,500 596 804
Total community environment 620,797 627,215 618,839 8,376
Public Safety:
Building Depariment 320,469 363,630 340,311 23,328
Police Department:
Administration GB1,529 654,731 G44, 931 9,800
Criminal Investigation 486 335 460, 500 459 568 932
Patral 4 033,763 4 156,353 4. 144 382 11,871
Records 312 066 312 538 304,060 8479
Youth 194,584 194,865 181,115 3,750
Marine Patrol 10,400 10,400 10,016 384
Professional Standards 175,912 155,858 144 455 11,404
Traffic and School Crossing 71,768 75,258 73,817 1,642
Fleet Services 130,778 127,376 113,778 13,598
Station maintenance and communication 308 533 356 611 339,391 17,220
Prisoner custody 1,500 1,753 1,753 .
Animal Controd 73,888 73,613 68,938 4675
Total Police Department 6,481,057 6,579,859 6,496,004 83,855

{Continued)
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Required Supplementary Information (Unaudited)

Schedule of Expenditures And Other Financing Uses - Budget And Actual - General Fund
(Non-GAAP Budgetary Basis) (Continued)

Far the Year Ended June 30, 2014

Variance With
Original Final Final
Budget Budget Actual Budget
Fire Service and Emergency Medical Service:
Darien Fire Deparimant s 166468 § 166,468 3§ 149,880 § 16,588
MNaraton Fire Department 183,305 183,305 177,775 5,530
Moroton Heights Fire Department 176,844 176,844 175,656 1,188
Eoard of Fire Commissioners 104,370 104,370 28,670 15,700
Fire Marshal 314,257 316,876 305,527 11,349
Hydrants and main rental 391,150 430,540 430,540 -
Disaster preparadnass 23,730 23,730 23,187 543
Emergency medical senvica 104,263 129,692 128,962 730
Total fire service and emergency
medical service 1,464 387 1,531,825 1,480,187 51,628
Total public safety 8,265,913 8475323 8,316,512 158,811
Public Works:
Managemeant and Enginearing 344 186 343 935 343,830 95
Readway and walkway maintenance 2 644 457 2782 315 2 TB2 239 76
Waste Management 1,130,578 1,175,558 1,167,570 7,988
Public building management 415,337 457,145 457,138 6
Parking facility 57,989 56,568 56,513 55
Total public works 4 582 547 4,825,521 4,817,300 B.221
Health and Social Services:
Social senvices 208,055 210,780 206,054 4,726
Saocial service - outside assistance 24,000 24,000 11,122 12,878
Senior Canter 393624 384 204 385 468 B, 735
Senior transportation 50,763 54,240 54,240 -
Youth programs 329,435 329,978 301,803 28,175
Youth services granis 53075 53075 53,075 -
Oiher outreach services 8,650 10,265 10,265 .
Health Department 288,108 288,108 262,880 25,218
Total health and social services 1,355,710 1,364 650 1,284 818 79,732
Parks and Recreation:
Administration 418,857 426,758 425,308 1,449
Beach and court facilities 183,317 186,203 169,504 16,699
Maintenance and repair A0T 417 410,235 388,724 21,511
Organized recreation activities 61,853 56,803 37278 18,524
Grounds, fields, building 244,034 252,442 205,633 45,809
Total parks and recreation 1,315,278 1,332 441 1,226,449 105,982
Overhead and Miscellaneous:
Employee benefits 5,656,693 5,593,627 5,563,752 28,875
Risk managemaeant 510,408 B85 601 879,081 6,520
Ceontingency 554,259 603 . 603
Total overhead and miscellangous T.121,360 6475 831 6,442 B33 36,9598

{Continued)
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Schedule of Expenditures And Other Financing Uses - Budget And Actual - General Fund

(Mon-GAAP Budgetary Basis) (Continued)
For the Year Ended June 30, 2014

Varance With
Criginal Final Final
Budget Budget Actual Budget
Library 3 3400566 8§ 3400566 % 3400566 5 -
Board of Education - Operations 83,224 929 34,031,928 83,684 555 337,374
Debt Service:
Schools 8473128 B473,128 B473,128 -
Town 1,640,642 1,644,271 1,644,271 -
Seawer 684,256 684,675 G524 675 -
Total debt service 10,798,056 10,802,074 10,802,074 -
Total expenditures 123.612,329 124,413,439 123,621,757 791,682
Other Financing Uses:
Transfers out:
Sawer Fund - 5,890 5890 -
OPEB 6,440 G440 G440 -
Capital nonrecurring expenditures 2072784 2,659,784 2,659,784 -
Total other financing uses 2,078,224 2672114 2672114 =
Total 3 125681553 5 127085553 126293871 5 791 682
Budgetary expenditures are different than GAAP expenditures because:
State of Connecticut on-behalf payments to the Conneclicut State Teachers'
Retirement System for Town feachers are not budgeted 10,042 000
Encumbrances for purchases and commitments ordered but not yel received are
reporied in the year the order is placed for budgetary purpeses, but in the
year received for final reporting purposes. 535,278
The Board of Education does not budget for certain intergovernmantal grants
which are credited against expenditures for budgetary reporting. These amounts
are recorded as revenues and expendilures for financial reporling purposes. 2,022,392
Total expenditures and other financing uses as reported
on the statement of revenues, expenditures and changes in fund
balances - general fund - Exhibit IV $ 138,893 541
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Balance Sheet - Governmental Funds

June 30, 2014
ther
Nonmajor Taotal
Sewer Sewer Capital Governmental Governmental
General Operating Assessment Projects Funds Funds
Assots
Cash and cash equivalents § 18,341,222 § 1437753 § 1207883 § - $ 3,302,161 §  24370.019
Investmants 4 B4T 344 2,566,600 - - 363,025 T.776,978
Recelvables, nat 2,819,201 310,548 3,625 048 - 165,029 6,919,824
Dwe from other funds 2,113,027 2,338 . 5,639,557 8,541 7.763.463
Prepaids 574,718 - - 9,970 - 54,688
Total assets § 286055612 § 4,317,248 § 4002031 § 5640527 $ 3838758 5 47423972
Liabilities
Accounts and other payables § 2797935 3 |AIE 5 42844 § 2601995 § 280777 3 5,761,967
Due to other funds 5,530,058 423,737 550,000 616,013 692,064 7.811.872
Unearned revenue - - - - 119,690 119,650
Total liabilities 8,327,993 452,153 502,844 3,218,008 1,082,531 13,663,529
Deferred Inflows of Resources
Unavailable revenue 1,901,832 300,722 3,625 048 - - 5,836,602
Total deferred inflows
of resources 1,801,832 308,722 3,625,048 - - 5,836,602
Fund Balances
Mo spendable 574,718 - - 9,970 - 584 688
Restricted - - - 2,421,548 1,726,139 4,147 688
Committed - 3.545.371 705,039 - 1,022,675 5,273,085
Assigned 1,408,502 - . - - 1,408,502
Unassigned 16,482 467 - - - {2,589) 16,479,878
Total fund balances 18,465 687 3,545,371 705,039 2,431,519 2,748,225 27,853,841
Total liabilities and
fund balances 5 28605512 5 43172458 5 4092031 3 5640527 § 3B3BTSS
Amounts reported for governmental activities in the statement of
nel position are different because:
Capital assets, net of accumulated depreciation purchased in
governmenial funds are reporied as expendilures, however, the
statement of net position includes those capital assets among
the assets of the Town as a whole. 185,769,358
Other long-term assels are not available o pay for current period
expendilures and, therefore, are nol reported in the funds. 5,836 602
Long-term labilities, including bonds payable, are not due and payable
in the current period and therefore are not reported in the funds. (89,355,076)
Internal service funds are used by management to charge the costs of
risk management to individual funds. The assets and liabilities
of the internal service funds are included in governmental activities
im the statement of net position. (103,530)
Deferred outflows of resources 2,002,050
Certain other liabilities reported in governmental activities are not due
or payable in the current period, and therefore nat reported in the funds:
MNet OPEB asset 252 951
MNet pansion asset 13,761
Bond premiums (4,000, 610)
Accrued interest payable. {1,122.483)
Met position of governmental activities 5 127177934
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Your Town Officials

(All as of January 1, 2015)

ELECTED OFFICIALS
and BOARDS

Board of Selectmen
First Selectman

Jayme J. Stevenson
Members of the Board
Christopher (Kip) Hall
Susan J. Marks

Gerald A. Nielsen, Jr.

E. Reilly Tierney

Town Clerk
Donna Rajczewski

Tax Collector
Kathleen Larkins

Town Treasurer
Joan D. Hendrickson

State Representative
William Tong
Terrie Wood

Judge of Probate
William P. Osterndorf

Registrars of Voters
Kathy Hammell
John J. Visi

Board of Finance

L. Francis Huck

David J. Lopiano

Elizabeth S. Mao, Chairman
James McLaughlin

Gwen M. Mogenson

Bruce G. Orr, Sr.

Jon E. Zagrodzky

Board of Education

Michael J. Burke

David P. Dineen

Elizabeth Hagerty-Ross, Chairman
Michael A. Harman

David B. Martens

Christa S. McNamara

Kathrine G. Stein

Callie Anne Sullivan

Sarah Schneider Zuro

Board of Assessment Appeals
Richard P. Dolcetti, Chairman
Christopher S. Peters

Sharad A. Samy

Planning and Zoning
Commission

Susan Cameron, Chairman
Kevin Cunningham
Richard A. DiDonna
Stephen P. Olvany

John R. Sini, Jr.

Eric Voigt

Justices of the Peace
Edward M. Axelrod
Eugene F. Coyle

John Davis

Janet F. Grogan
Robert F. Harrel, Jr.
Cathy A. Hauck

Eric H. Joosten

Ann S. Mandel
Elizabeth L. Mason
Enid J. Oresman
Joseph Pankowski, Jr.
Brian Rayhill

Sunil Saksena

Carolyn P. Schoonmaker
Sarah Seelye

Anne W. Shaw

Jayme J. Stevenson
Charlotte T. Suhler
Barbara L. Thorne
Marc E. Thorne
Arlene F. Tulacro
Georgia Ann Von Schmidt
Terrie E. Wood

Constables
Louis Calastro
Joseph Tarnowsky, Jr.

Board of Ethics

Eugene F. Coyle

Spencer J. Mcllmurray
Thomas W. Moore, Chairman
Seth W. Morton

Barbara L. Thorne

www.darienct.gov annual report 2013-2014

REPRESENTATIVE TOWN
MEETING MEMBERS

DISTRICT | (17 Seats)
Term Expires

Stanley M. Buchesky 2015
Patricia Finn Bumgardner 2015
Curtis Butler 2015
Diane G. Conologue 2016
Frederick B. Conze 2016
George F. Dupont 2015
John Dweck 2016
Brent T. Hayes 2015
Peter K. Kelly 2015
Bradley Pattelli 2015
Lois J. Schneider 2015
John van der Kieft 2016

DISTRICT Il (17 Seats)
Term Expires

Elisabeth C. Bacon 2016
Anne O’Connor Finn 2016
Kirk P. Hoffman 2015
James H. Howe 2016
Kate L. Keith 2015
Jeffrey L. Marston 2015
Carol Matton 2015
Spencer Mcllmurray 2016
Monica M. McNally 2015
Helen M. Miller 2015
Cecelia Mundt 2015
Clara C. Sartori 2016
Joann R. Sawitsky 2016
Sarah C. Seelye 2016
Barbara L. Thorne 2016
Marc E. Thorne 2016

DISTRICT Il (16 Seats)
Term Expires

Steven A. Anderson 2015
Christopher Camuti 2015
Robert Cardone 2016
Adele M. Conniff 2015
Eugene F. Coyle 2015
Nancy Coyle Downs 2016
Jack H. Davis 2016
Jennifer B. Hageney 2016
Cassandra Hegarty 2016
Jennifer L. Hite 2016
Matthew D. Jordan 2016
Dennis Maroney 2016
Thomas Moore 2015
Seth Morton 2015
Holly Schulz-Amatruda 2016

DISTRICT IV (16 Seats)
Term Expires

Martha A. Banks 2015
Angus J. Cameron 2015
Joan V. Davis 2016
Werner K. Domittner 2016
Lucy Fiore 2015
Courtney K. Haidinger 2016
Joseph Hardison, 111 2016
Phyllis H. Hawkins 2016
Frank B. Kemp 2015
Joseph D. Miceli 2015
Andrew C. Millar 2015
Susan E. Morrison 2015
William Peters, 111 2015
Brian J. Rayhill 2016
Sandra A. Savage 2015

DISTRICT V (17 Seats)
Term Expires

Mark B. Adiletta 2016
Kathryn K. Bates 2016
Carolyn Bayne 2015
John V. Boulton 2016
Terrence J. Duffy 2016
Dana H. Fead 2016
Kenneth A. Fiveson 2015
Marlene Hayes 2015
Joanne K. Hennessy 2016
Susan S. LeHan 2015
Derek M. Lublin 2016
Harry D. McLachlin 2015
Laura R. Moshier 2016
James M. Patrick 2015
Cheryl Russell 2016
Allison L. Stolar 2015
Robert E. Young, Jr. 2015

DISTRICT VI (17 Seats)
Term Expires

Frank H. Adelman 2016
Joseph J. Cherico 2016
Janet F. Grogan 2016
Edgar M. Hawkins, 11T 2016
Martha Caroline Luz 2015
Emily McDermott 2015
James R. Palen 2015
Lloyd Plehaty 2016
Richard Poli 2016
Debra McGarry Ritchie 2015
Gary C. Swenson 2015
William R. VanLoan, Jr. 2015
John T. Whitehead 2015
David L. Young 2015

(continued)

39



40 2013-2014 annual report www.darienct.gov

Your Town Officials

(All as of January 1, 2015)

APPOINTED OFFICIALS

Architectural Review Board
Sean Brown

Marian Castell

Rita Gadsden

Cheri Greene

Alison Hughes

Susan Lawrence, Chairman
Timothy MacDonald

Beautification Commission
Sig Buchmayr

Michael Chiodo

Sandra Drimal

Sandra Filmer

Cara Gately

Sabina Harris

Marcia Meinerth

Cindy Ryan

Suzanne Schutte, Chairman
Marianne Wadleigh

Robert Wolkwitz

Advisory Board of Health
Jose Cara

Kevin Cunningham, Chairman
Jennifer Geddes

Andy Matthiesen

James Patrick

Building Board of Appeals
Everett Drugge

Joseph Kelly

Richard Wood, Chairman

Advisory Commission on
Coastal Waters

Hugh Balloch

William Cavers

Flip Huffard, Chairman
C. Lincoln Jewett
Frank Kemp

Robert Monro

Jon Schoudel

Palmer Sparkman
Steven Spivey

Robert Vilter

Commission on Aging
Arden Anderson-Broecking
Jennifer Geddes

Geraldine Genovese

Ron Heinbaugh

Mary McCarthy

Joseph Pankowski, Jr., Chairman
Raymond Slavin

Amy Squyres

Thomas Valentino

Robin Woods

Environmental Protection
Commission

Eric Joosten

Keith Kearney

James Millard

Vickie Riccardo, Chairman
Richard Rohr

Edwin Sweeney

File Mile River Commission
John deRegt

William Jessup

Dirk Leasure

Matthew Marion, Chairman
Raymond Meurer

Government Access TV
Committee

Jim Cameron

Eugene Coyle

David Dever

Marilyn Hart

Lynn Hamlen, Chairman
Nanci Natale

Michael Wheeler

Housing Authority
Peter Bigelow

Allen Delaney

Lorraine Golino

Jan Raymond, Chairman
Joseph Warren

Monuments and Ceremonies
Commission

Edward Carabillo
Dawn Crouch

Terrence Gaffney

John Geoghegan

Ron Holub

Phillip Kraft, Chairman
Tan Konecke

Nanci Natale

David Polett

Karen Polett

Kenneth Reiss

Sueann Schorr

Charles F. Scribner
Becky Siciliano
George Walsh

Operations Planning Committee

Susan Cameron

Elizabeth Smith Mao

Besty Hagerty-Ross

Sarah Seelye

Jayme J. Stevenson, Chairman
Terrie Wood

Parks and Recreation
Commission

Lorene Bora

Mark Crouch

Susan Daly

Amy Doering

Mary Flynn, Chairman
Marianne Gutierrez
Marc Ioli

Erika Morris

Kevin Webb

Police Commission

J. Paul Johnson, Chairman
Thomas Joyce

Kim Huffard

Sewer Commission
Craig Flaherty

Rocco Genovese

Anne Shaw

Robert Riith, Chairman
Peter Van Winkle

SWRPA Representatives
John Marr
Laurie Williamson

Town Historian
Marian Castell

Human Services Commission
Nancy Herling

Debra Hertz, Chairman

Holly Hawes

Beverly Kelsey

Rachel Martin

Melisse Reardon

Lisa Stout

Joint Town Pension Board
Kelly Galvin, Chairman

Kim Huffard

J. Paul Johnson
Thomas Joyce
Lt. Ray Osborne
Bruce Sargent
Jack Whitehead
Tony Yezzi

Jon Zagrodzky

Youth Commission
Geoffrey Ball, Chairman
Diane Barston

Kieran Cavanna

Beth Cherico

Laura Hyatt

Zoning Board of Appeals
Victor Capellupo

Charles Deluca, Chairman
Gary Greene

Michael Nedder

Jeffrey Williams
Alternates:

Kevin Fullington

Ruth Anne Ramsey
Richard Wood

TOWN DEPARTMENT HEADS

Town Administrator
Karl F. Kilduff

Assessor
Anthony Homicki

Acting Building Official
Peter Solheim

Emergency Management
Director

Marc McEwan

Emergency Medical Services
Director

Ron Hammer

Finance Department
Finance Director
Kate Clarke Buch

Fire Departments
Darien Chief
Victor Pensiero
Noroton Chief
James O’Brien



Noroton Heights Chief
Shaun Murphy

Fire Marshal

Robert Buch

Harbor and Docks

Harbor Master

Thomas Bell

Five Mile River Harbor
Superintendent

Raymond Meurer

Noroton Harbor Dockmaster
Jeffrey Eng

Health Director
David Knauf

Human Resources Director
Nancy Markey

Human Services Director
Olive Hauser

Parks and Recreation
Interim Director
James Coghlan

Planning and Zoning

Director

Jeremy Ginsberg

Asst. Dir. /Zoning Enforcement
Officer

David Keating

Police Department
Chief

Duane Lovello
Captains

Don Anderson

Gary Pavia
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Public Works/Sewer
Services

Director

Edward Gentile
Assistant Director
Darren Oustafine

Schools

Interim Superintendent
Dr. Lynne Pierson
Assistant Superintendent
Timothy Canty

Director of Finance
Michael Feeney

Facilities Director
Michael Lynch

Senior Program Director
Elizabeth Paris

Senior Center Program
Specialist

Marcy Rand

Town Counsel
John Wayne Fox, Esq.

Tree Warden
Michael Cotta

Youth Director
Alicia Sillars
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Where to apply for

Licenses, Permits and Certificates

BUILDING DEPARTMENT
Building Permit
Certificate of Compliance
Certificate of Occupancy
Demolition Permit
Electrical Permit
Heating/Ventilation/A.C. Permit
Plumbing Permit

FIRE MARSHAL
Blasting Permit
Flammable Liquid Tank Permit

HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Food Establishment Permit
Recreational Shellfishing Permit

Septic System Construction Permit

Salon Operation Permits
Well Permit

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

Beach Permit
Permit for Use of Parks or Fields

Permit to Rent a Room at Town Hall

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
Automobile Repairer’s Compliance

Automobile Repairer’s License
Inland Wetlands Permit

Sign Permit

Site Plan Approval (Business Zones)

Special Permit for Land Filling, Excavation and

Earth Removal

Special Permit for Soil Erosion and Sediment Control

Variance from Zoning Regulations

Zoning Map or Regulation Amendment

Zoning Permit

Application to Conduct a Regulated Activity

within an Inland Wetlands Area

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Auction Permit

Bazaar, Bingo or Raffle Permit

Bicycle Registration

Peddler’s, Solicitor’s and Vendor’s Licenses

Pistol Permit

Tag Sale Permit

Permit to Conduct Games of Chance

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
Refuse Disposal Area Permit
Street Opening Permit
Building Sewer Permit
Garbage Disposal Unit Permit
Septic Tank Disposal Permit

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
Voter Registration

SELECTMEN'S OFFICE
Parking Permit
Lodging House License

TOWN CLERK
Death Certificate
Dog License
Fishing License
Hunting License
Marriage License
Voter Registration



42 2013-2014 annual report www.darienct.gov

Telephone Directory

FIRE, POLICE OR AMBULANCE
EMERGENCIES:

DIAL 911

TOWN DEPARTMENTS
Town Administrator

203-656-7338

Animal Control Officer
Assessor

203-662-5345
203-656-7310

203-656-7347

Building
Clerk, Town

203-656-7307

Finance

203-656-7334

Fire Marshal

203-656-7345

Health

203-656-7320

Housing Authority

203-655-0866

Human Resources

203-656-7390

Human Services

203-656-7328

Information Technology
Parks and Recreation

Planning and Zoning

203-656-7402
203-656-7325
203-656-7351

203-662-5300

Police (routine)
Probate Court

203-656-7342

Public Works Garage

203-655-7374

Public Works

203-656-7346

Registrar of Voters

203-656-7316

School Administration
Selectmen

203-656-7400
203-656-7338

Sewers

203-656-7363

Solid Waste Transfer Station
Tax Collector

203-656-7340
203-656-7314

Tree Warden

203-866-5462

Youth Commission

203-656-7326

Zoning Enforcement

203-656-7352

For information

203-656-7300

on services not listed

Town Statistics

POPULATION OF DARIEN -
FEDERAL CENSUS FIGURES SINCE 1860

1860 1,705 1940 9,222
1870 1,808 1950 11,767
1880 1,948 1960 18,437
1890 2,276 1970 20,411
1900 3,116 1980 18,892
1910 3,946 1990 18,196
1920 4,184 2000 19,607
1930 6,951 2010 19,777

OTHER FACTS

Area of Town: 14.9 Sq. Miles
Bond Rating: Aaa
Date of Incorporation: 1820

Form of Government: Selectmen-Representative

Town Meeting

Registered Voters (as of June 2014): 12,031
Road Mileage:
State: 11.02 Miles
Town: 81.08 Miles
Town Grand List (Oct.1,2013) $8,250,643,822

Town Tax Rate (FY 2013-2014) 15.01







Town of Darien

Office of the Selectmen
Town Hall, 2 Renshaw Road
Darien, CT 06820-5397

www.darienct.gov



