
MESSAGE FROM MONICA

Dear Darienites,

On May 23rd, the Town of Darien signed a contract with the
owners of the 60-acre Great Island property. This potential
investment is an exciting once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for
Darien and its residents. This is the last parcel of land this size
available on the entire east coast, and there will never be an
opportunity to purchase it again. The land, which includes 1.5
miles of coastline, will benefit all of us today as well as future
generations.

Darien's Plan of Conservation and Development from 2016
states that “Darien will seek to acquire land for open space

whenever possible and appropriate,” and “the town should seek to acquire other waterfront
property should it become available in order to provide a waterfront park or other
community amenity.” As stewards of this Plan of Conservation and Development, it is
important that we do what we can to acquire this land.

There is no preconceived plan for the ultimate utilization of the property - it is a blank
canvas that we will all paint together. It will take time (likely years) and patience for the
possible uses of the property to take shape and come to fruition.  As we go forward, the
focus will remain on individual, family, and community needs.

I am excited to work together on this unique opportunity and I am looking forward to
hearing from you. Please email your thoughts, questions, and concerns to 
boardofselectmen@darienct.gov.

Sincerely,
Monica McNally

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS

HERITAGE TRAIL UNVEILING

The Darien Foundation has gifted the town with a
Heritage Trail consisting of nine markers to be
placed at historic points of interest. This weekend,
four of the markers will be unveiled.

Friday, June 10th
9:00 AM; Battle of Post Road & Nearwater Farm
(park @ Hindley School)
10:00 AM; Noroton River Cemetery
(park at Giovanni’s)

Saturday, 11th
9:00 AM; Tilley Pond Park
10:00 AM Ring’s End Landing
(park across the bridge on Harbor Road)

FLAG DAY

Darien’s Monuments and Ceremonies Commission
and Veterans of Foreign Wars Post #6933 will host
Darien’s annual Flag Day ceremony Tuesday, June
14th, at 4:30 PM at Veterans Circle in front of the
Darien Town Hall. Veterans and residents will recite
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the poem, "I Am Your Flag." Town Selectmen and
the VFW Color Guard will participate as old flags
are collected and retired and a new flag is
presented and hung on the Town Hall flagpole.
VFW members will then execute the ceremonial
flag folding. 

6.21.22 7:30PM

GREAT ISLAND

We hope to see many residents at the
public information session on the
proposed purchase of Great Island
tonight, June 9th, at 7:00 PM in the
Darien Town Hall Auditorium. The
presentation will include information
about the purchase, a virtual tour of the
property, and financial information.
Residents are encouraged to come,
listen, learn, and share comments and
questions, which will all become a part of
the public record. The presentation will be live-streamed by Darien's TV79. A presentation
was given by First Selectman Monica McNally and Board of Selectman member, Jon
Zagrodsky (previously the Chairman of the Board of Finance) on Monday, June 6th during
the Board of Selectmen meeting. Tonight's presentation will be slightly revised. If you
would like to view Monday's presentation please click here, it runs from minutes 18:44 to
1:14:13.

The purchase approval process includes meetings and votes by the Board of Selectmen,
the Board of Finance, and the RTM. The meeting dates are as follows: 

Special BOS Meeting; Monday, June 13th, 7:00 PM
Board of Finance: Wednesday, 15th, 7:30 PM
RTM: Monday, June 27th, 8:00 PM 

Per the contract with the seller, the Town must commit to the purchase by Tuesday, June
28, 2022.

All of the information regarding the potential purchase is available on the main page of the
Town website under News. This page will be updated continuously so please refer there
for current information. Any questions or comments should be emailed to
boardofselectmen@darienct.gov.

RESIDENT REMINDERS NEWS & TIPS

As we enter the summer months with the possibility of heavy rains and storms, please
make sure you do not store any items near rivers or streams that may run through your
property. Items can easily be washed away.

The town’s latest traffic awareness campaign, Slow Down In Town, is underway. The
focus will again be on getting motorists to reduce their speed when they are driving, and to
be more aware of the pedestrians and cyclists they share the local roadways with every
day. That means not using phones and other mobile devices when behind the wheel. The
Slow Down In Town campaign is a coordinated effort by Town leaders, local law
enforcement, and members of the Representative Town Meeting to make residents aware
of the need for slower speeds and to pay attention to the road when driving. Town officials
have begun putting up Slow Down In Town signs, handing out stickers for local business
owners to display in their stores and shops, and distributing materials to parents and
students at all area schools. Flyers promoting the campaign will also begin showing up in
mailboxes in the next week.

https://vimeo.com/717749462
http://www.darienct.gov/news/?FeedID=966
mailto:boardofselectmen@darienct.gov


INTERESTING FACT

JUNETEENTH

On May 27th of this month, Governor Ned Lamont signed into law that June 19th, also
known as Juneteenth Independence Day, Freedom Day, or Emancipation Day, is a legal
state holiday. The effective date of the legislation is October 1, 2022, meaning that the first
time Juneteenth Independence Day is legally recognized as a state holiday in Connecticut
will be on June 19, 2023.

Juneteenth is the oldest known celebration commemorating the end of slavery in the
United States. While the Emancipation Proclamation became effective on January 1,
1863, the news took time to make its way around the country so it was not until June 19,
1865, when the Union army brought word of the proclamation to enslaved people in
Galveston, Texas, making them among the last to be freed.

In his proclamation, Governor Lamont said “Juneteenth marks an important day in our
nation that for far too long has gone underrecognized and has not been truly appreciated
to the extent that it should be as a major part of United States history,” He also said.
“While some elected officials in other states are working to block efforts to teach the true
history of our nation, it fills me with pride that here in Connecticut we are embracing that
history and working to educate everyone about how our nation was built and the
significance of what this day means. I firmly believe that ignoring the reality of slavery and
the impact that it has had on the United States for many, many decades after it was
outlawed is an injustice and does not benefit anyone, of any race or ethnicity. Honoring
and celebrating Juneteenth is a reaffirmation that a democratic society is not great
because it is the perfect way to govern people, but because people have the ability to fix
the imperfections of government and create a stronger, fairer, and more just future.”

COMMUNITY NEWS

This past Saturday, Pollinator Pathway members Susan
Daly, Laura Mosher, Juliet Cain, and many Pollinator
Pathway interns and volunteers partnered with Parks &
Recreation, taking the time to plant bushes and shrubs at
Cherry Lawn Park. They also spent time removing invasive
weeds and pruning the shrubs. The bushes and shrubs were
purchased through grant funding received from One Tree
Planted, a non-profit committed to global reforestation. The

grant has provided more than 40 trees and shrubs for Darien. We thank them for their
efforts.

An additional thank you to all of the members of the Beautification Commission and the
Garden Club for the beautiful restoration in the front of the Gazebo at Tilly Pond Park.
Below are before and after photos.

Before After



The Parks & Recreation Commission will be conducting a survey to gain resident input on
current usage and desired improvements to our facilities at Pear Tree Point Beach. The
survey will be open to all Darien residents. A link to the survey will be included in this
newsletter so please stay tuned later this month. The survey will also be accessible via the
town website. The Commission hopes to have widespread participation from residents.

This Sunday, June 12th, from 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM, at Tilly Pond Park, Darien will see its
first Pride event hosted by a number of residents. The event will include guest speakers,
food trucks, and arts and crafts. Fun for everyone!

GOVERNMENT 101

The HHR building committee has received funding approval from the Boards of Selectmen
and Finance as well as the RTM for the $77.5 million projects. Updates to the three
schools will include the long-awaited removal of the portable buildings; new libraries at
Hindley and Royle and a renovation at Holmes (to reflect how libraries are used in schools
today); interior renovations to under-sized classrooms; and mechanical systems work,
including important HVAC updates. The HHRBC will spend the next year on design,
construction planning, and bidding. The construction itself is scheduled to begin in June of
2023. The HHRBC meets every Thursday and is also available live or recorded on
TV79. For more information, please see our webpage at darienct.gov/HHR.  

MENTAL HEALTH TASK FORCE UPDATE

As the Town of Darien continues to mourn recent losses from suicide, we have taken the
initiative to create a Mental Health Task Force to address the needs of our community.
Currently, the task force consists of multiple town leaders, First Selectman, Monica
McNally, the Darien Human Services and Health Directors, Chief of Police,
Superintendent of Schools, BOE members, clergy, and mental health professionals from
local agencies.
We have been advised by experts from the Child Guidance Center, and members of the
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention, on the best way to assist our community at
this time. Darien is considered to be in the acute postvention phase following the recent
deaths by suicide. The experts informed us that our priorities during this phase should be
to communicate frequently with the public and provide resources of support. Those
resources can be found on the Town's webpage under the Mental Health Resources link
and will be updated on an ongoing basis. The longer-term goals will be to provide
education, suicide prevention strategies, and assess the overall mental health needs of
our residents. The task force is the first step in addressing the crisis we are experiencing
in Darien. 

Sign up here to receive the newsletter      
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