
Battle of Post Road

The Battle 
Lt. Nathan Howe commanded the Coast Guard in the Battle 
of the Post Road. The hurried order was given for the Coast 
Guard to take cover behind the stone wall on the south side of 
the road, with the corner of Nearwater Lane to their le�. The 
raiders arrived, led by an advance guard, with the captured 
cattle behind them, and the main body of the Loyalists 
following. The Coast Guardsmen opened fire on the advance 
guard, wounding one. As the skirmish continued, the main 
body of raiders, led by Major Hubbell, diverted from the main 
road, and took up positions behind a stone wall that was a 
perpendicular to the road, and which gave a clear field of fire 
to the flank and rear of the Coast Guards. Three of the Guards 
were killed, and the rest quickly fled their exposed position. 
The raiders and their stolen cattle turned down Nearwater Lane 
and, with their numerical superiority, were able to complete 
their mission. The Coast Guards had taken one wounded 
captive, “Tory Joe” Smith of New Canaan, who recovered and 
was exchanged for a captive Patriot some months later.

Schools in Noroton 
This marker stands in front of today’s 
Hindley School where kids from 
the Noroton neighborhood spend 
their elementary school days. Earlier 
Noroton schools shown below and  
to the right.

The Weed Family and 
Nearwater Farm 
Built in 1750 by Nathaniel Weed, Nearwater Farm still 
stands on the lane named for the original homestead. 
The location of the historic farm was chosen because 
of its convenient water access. Today the beach at the 
end of the land is named Weed Beach for the family that 
farmed the land for centuries.

Nathan Weed built Nearwater Farm in 1750. The house still stands on Nearwater Lane

Long Island’s Oyster Bay and Huntington 
Bay afforded natural havens for Loyalist 
radiers who were harassing towns 
along the jagged, hard-to-defend 
Connecticut coastline.

1905 Noroton District School served for many years.  It was 
re-named Hindley School, was converted to a Junior High, 
closed, and re-opened as an annex to a new Hindley.

Noroton District school photo, probably 
1880s. Large classes and small schools 
were the norm.

A summer day on Nearwater Lane in the 1870’s. Life appears to have 
changed very little since the area was first settled in the early 1700s.

Nathan Howe was known as a good officer. Whether 
the disastrous placement of his men at the corner of 
Nearwater Lane was due to haste or inexperience  
was long debated.

- Ken Reiss

& Nearwater Farm
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Noroton Neck & Nearwater Lane 
Noroton Neck was a favorite of the Loyalist raiders headquartered 
across the Sound at Lloyd’s Neck. It was about the nearest land in rebel 
Connecticut. It had ideal beaches where raiding whaleboats could land, 
and an armed Loyalist brig could anchor nearby to load and carry off 
captured cattle. It was accessible by a single road, Nearwater Lane, 
which ran directly from the main Country Road (now the Post Road). 
To the west on the Country Road was central Stamford. To the east 
was Middlesex Parish. Nearwater Lane was near water for most of its 
length…Noroton Bay (Holly Pond) to the west, the Goodwives River 
harbor to the east. Anyone who wished to challenge the raiders would 
have to use that lane. It was about a mile long. It ran through Weed 
family land, with the Nathan Weed family’s prosperous Nearwater 
Farm about halfway along the road. 

It appears to have been the most-
raided farm in town; there always 
seemed to be something else to 
steal. On August 2, 1781, a large 
contingent of Loyalists landed 
at Noroton Neck and turned 
east on the Country Road into 
Middlesex, where they proceeded 
to systematically round up as much 
cattle as they could find. Middlesex 
was still reeling from the raid on the 
Meeting House 11 days earlier, but 
the alarm was heard in Stamford, 
where a number of Coast Guard 
assembled and headed up the Post 

Road to meet the raiders upon their return. The Coast Guard arrived 
at the intersection of Nearwater Lane ahead of the returning raiders.

To learn more about the Darien 
Heritage Trail please scan here:

Tilley Pond Park

The Pond 
The pond was originally built to provide ice for 
storage in the icehouse that today sits near the West 
Avenue entrance to the park. Even in the early days 
the ice pond was used for skating a tradition that 
continues. It is three to four feet deep for most of 
its 2.1-acre area. A foot of dark muck covers much 
of its bottom. The pond also served as a geographic 
marker for travelers and freight train workers on 
the New Haven Railroad who described Darien 
as the place where the bird pond is located. Train 
passengers loved seeing the exotic herons and 
cranes, colorful ducks, and even black swans, on 
this suburban pond!

Working Farm  
to Community Jewel 
George Dudley Tilley’s passion for birds and their 
care was a love affair of over half a century. His 
wife Marguerite also grew to share her husband’s 
enthusiasm for birds, and with him she helped 
run the farm which extended from West Avenue 
north to Mansfield Avenue and west to LeRoy 
Avenue. World War II curtailed farm shipments 
and the market for exotic birds changed. Tilley 
died in 1946 and the farm closed for good.

The farm became a park thanks to the hard work of 
the Town and volunteers likes the Friends of Tilley 
Park founded in 1972, a non-profit dedicated to 
the preservation and improvement of the park. 
Tilley’s once vibrant bird farm has emerged as a 
jewel in the middle of Darien.

George Dudley Tilley with one of his beloved birds.  
(Photo: LIFE Magazine, August 26, 1946)

Tilley’s Lake

The most famous resident of Tilley’s Bird Farm was a South American 
Cariama named Carrie, a two-foot wildfowl that yapped like a dog 

ice cream from the soda fountain.

Photo taken by Wagner Machado Carlos Lemes
Tilley Estate with Horse and Sleigh

The West Avenue entrance to Tilley Park circa 1970s.

An original garden entrance to the Tilley Estate and Farm still stands
on Mansfield Avenue.

Tilley’s Bird Farm 
There was little to show of Darien’s agricultural tradition by the time the 
most remarkable farm in its history was created right in the middle of 
town during the early 1900s.

Tilley’s Bird Farm wasn’t your traditional cows-and-cabbages kind of 
farm, however. It became a world-famous exotic bird farm that catered 
to a wealthy clientele and zoos and sold “…everything in the bird line 
from canary to ostrich,” according to one New York newspaper. Its 
genial proprietor, George Dudley Tilley, was a delicate boy who had 
a passion for birds. His family moved to Darien, and in 1895, when 
George was just 14, he made his first sale: a pair of silver pheasants.

Before the outbreak of  World War I, advertisements for exotic birds from 
Tilley’s Bird Farm began to appear regularly in national magazines. As 
his international list of clients expanded, so did his knowledge. Tilley’s 
birds populated Rockefeller estates, won blue ribbons at national bird 
shows and held places of honor at zoos.

Throughout the 1920s and 1930s, Tilley’s Bird Farm grew to 16-acres and 
offered an inventory that included nearly 3,000 birds, avian books and 
prints, and specially formulated feeds for rare exotics like Tilley’s Pigeon 
Feed or Tilley’s Waterfowl Grit. Eventually, World War II and a changing 
market took a toll on the farm, and when Tilley died in 1946, the farm 
was closed for good. In 1971, the Town of Darien purchased 8.7 acres 
of the original farm and today the pond is a reminder of the remarkable  
Tilley’s Bird Farm.

My family took me to the farm show in  
the old Madison Square Garden and 
it was there that I saw my first golden 
Seabright bantams. It took me off my feet, 
right off my feet.

- George Dudley Tilley

To learn more about the Darien 
Heritage Trail please scan here:
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The Darien Foundation is proud to gift the town 
with a historical Heritage Trail consisting of nine insightful 

markers to be placed at historic points of interest!

Join us as we unveil the next four
markers at ribbon-cutting ceremonies:

 Friday, June 10
9:00 a.m. ~ Battle of Post Road 

& Nearwater Farm (Hindley School) 
Park at St. Johns in the back of the rear lot 

10:00 a.m. ~ Noroton River Cemetery 
Park at Giovanni’s Waters Edge #UnveilTheTrail

 Saturday, June 11
9:00 a.m. ~ Tilley Pond Park

10:00 a.m. ~ Ring’s End Landing
Park across the bridge on Harbor Road

Ring’s End
Landing

Early Entrepreneurship  
in Darien 
Traffic grew by land and by sea and news; rumors 
and gossip arrived with it. This was where you met 

in the pages of a newspaper published recently in 
New York or New Haven and passed from hand to 
hand. The traders became merchants, anticipating 
the needs of their clients and stocking a longer list 
of basic needs. By 1800, the “storehouses” were 
becoming “stores” and the merchants had become 
successful enough to build fine homes for their 
families. Houses built by John Bell, Daniel Gorham 
and Selleck Jones still enhance the neighborhood 
of the Landing.

The Origins of A Name 
Clock’s Landing became Ring’s End Landing in the 
early 1800s, and no one knows why. “Ringsend“ 
is adapted from the Gaelic name for part of the 
port of Dublin, Ireland. Giving American places 
exotic foreign names was a fad in those days, and 
the Clocks had recently moved their fetid tannery 
down close to the Landing, but whatever the 
reason, the new name stuck.

The Bridge 
In 1825, a wooden bridge was built across the mill dam. 
In 1895, it was replaced by an iron bridge, which was 
rebuilt of stone in 1930. Today the bridge we know 
as Ring’s End Bridge carries residents on foot and on 
wheels past sweeping views of the pond and of the 
Sound. It also is featured on our Town Seal as well as 
the logo of the Darien Heritage Trail.

The wooden Ring’s End Bridge in 1825.

Gorham’s Grist Mill and many of the old store buildings appear in this circa 1890 photo.

The blacksmith shop was cut into a bank along the road just north of the stores.

Skating has always been a favorite winter pastime  
on Gorham’s Pond next to the Ring’s End Bridge.

The view standing on the bridge looking up Ring’s End Road 
toward the Post Road. By the time the road was paved in the 
1920s, there was only one small store still doing business. It is 
now a private house.

The Landing 
This is where the community that became Darien actually began. There 
was a small but serviceable harbor here, and an estuary that could be 
dammed to power a grist mill. The new settlement that was growing 
in eastern Stamford would have water access to the rest of the world, 
and the capability of turning its extensive grass crops—corn, wheat, 
oats, rye—into food for man, woman and beast, all within a short walk 
from the main Country Road. 

In 1708 Stamford authorities granted permission to Richard Scofield and 
Thomas Young to dam Pine Brook (the original name of the Goodwives 
River) to build a mill. Once there was a mill working, and sloops could 
load or unload here, it became the “The Landing.” Scofield conveyed 
the property to his son-in-law, a New Yorker of Dutch heritage named 
John Klock. By the time he sold the mill and a wharf to George Gorham 
in 1740, it had become “Clock’s Landing.” For the next hundred years, 
the community served by Clock’s Landing grew and prospered, as did 
the business of the Landing itself. 

Entrepreneurs  or traders like John Bell, John Waterbury, Isaac Jones, 
Nathan Seeley, and John Klock’s grandson Nathan Clock, had built 
rough storehouses (they hadn’t yet become stores) to keep farm goods 
consigned for shipment to market in New York, and orders brought 
back from New York awaiting pickup by customers.

this area ceased being the commercial 
center of town.

- Ken Reiss
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